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Description of the Epipemic which prevailed in the 
City and Suburbs of Lima, during the Summer month: 
of January and February of 1818. By Don Josern 
Pezet, mM. vp. Professor of Anatomy of the Royal Col- 
lege of St. Ferdinand. Communicated to the Editors by 
Jeremy Rosinson, k sq. and translated from the Span- 


ish for the Medical Repository by Dr. Frevix Pascatis. 


LIMA,* the capital of the vice-royalty of Peru, and 
the first city of South America, is equally pleasing to 


* Lima, the most ancient metropolis of the continent of South Amer- 
ica is the capital of the rich kingdom, or vice royalty of Peru, in lati 
tude 12° 21’ §S—70° 50’ longitude W. from the meridian of Cadiz 
The sovereigus of Spain bad aneiently ennobled it with the title of the 
City of Kings, and a jurisdiction over an extent of territory 60 miles in 
circumference, and many other royal privileges. Before it was com- 
pletely destroyed by the earthquake of 1746. it was a fortified and wall- 
ed city, containing 30,000 inhabitants, 2000 of whom perished in the 
catastrophe ; it bas since been greatly improved and enlarged, and is 
now flourishing with 70.000 inhabitants It is situated on an inclined 
eround from the foot and valleys of a branch of the Andes, at the eleva- 
tion of a thousand feet above the sea, gently descending six miles 
down to the port of Callao, one of the best in the world, formed by a con- 
tinental peninsula, and by the smallisland of Si. Lorenze. Lima is shelter- 
ed on the north and east, by the gradual ascent of the Cordillieras of the 
Andes; watered in its upper part by the small river Rimac, which 
flows meandering through a beautiful valley; iti open to the western 
and southern breezes, as well as te a prospect of its port, of an island, 
amd of the Pacific ocean. The rich productions and fertility of the 
country that surrounds it, the prodigies and phenomena of nature, the 
mildness of the climate, which never varies above or below 25 ther. 
mometrical degrees, are a constant theme of admiration and wonder 
to travellers and impartial observers. Nothing besides is wanted there 
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the minds and comfortable to the bodies of the inhatn- 
tants. Nogreat passions nor destructive maladies have 
as yet filled any pages of its political or medical history. 
The physicians there have not many more prevailing 
diseases to manage than those which are brought on by 
intemperance or vice, by indiscretion or ignorance ; 
and a constant kind of catarrh which assumes different 
shapes and types, through the succeeding seasons of 
the year. The same observation has already been 
made by my much beloved tutor, Professor Unanve, 
in his admirable book of Observations on the Iniluence 
of the climate of Lima. This privileged people have 
therefore never suffered the sad effects of those deso- 
lating epidemics which have afflicted the o!d world and 
North America: with the exception of the small-pox, 
however, which has often interrupted our peaceable 


to constitute jurisdictional and military power or splendour, civil rank, 
and social refinement; and, also all the paraphernalia of European 
courts; learned institutions, universities, colleges, and especially 
churches and convents, are very numerous in Lima, where philoso 
phers, poets, and esteemed writers have of late years been much ad- 
wired; no less than four periodical works are actually published there 
on political, scientific and religious subjects. 

Without wishing to augment, or to offer any disparagement to this 
account of the great City of Kings, we beg leave to add an impartia! 
sketch of it, from an unprejudiced American citizen and correspondent 
of ours, December 1818. 

“ The city of Lima, notwithstanding the glowing descriptions of his- 
torians and travellers, is generally ill built, calm and dirty. Running 
streams {rom the Rimac pass through many of the streets; they cool the 
air, and would make the city delightfully clean with a little labour ; but 
a bad police, and laziness, render it extremely disagreeable and filthy 
‘The inhabitants delight in show, pomp, and visiting; they are sociable 
The piazzas are much frequented by ladies and gentlemen. The houses 
are, in general, built of mud; the walls thick, roofs flat, rooms spa- 
cious ; they are one or twostories high, each having one or more courts. 
and some of them handsomely furnished: many more are rather naked 
or gaudy ; their exterior is plastered or whitewashed ; they are covered 
with boards laid upon joists. There are several colleges for the education 
of young men, in medicine, law, metaphysics, mathematics, and theolo- 

; some of them are very respectable. ‘The public diversions are plays, 
bull-baits, fighting, walking, and riding in the alameda or public walk. 
The theatre is small, badly lighted, and the performance in as good a 
style as the country can afford. The churchesare very large, loaded with 
plate and jewels, but destitute of tasteful elegance. Divine service is re- 
gularly attended from two to four times a day. The coffee-houses and 
gaming tables are a resort of as many people in the evening. Manufac- 
tured articles of gold, silver, woollen and cotton stuffs, are to be seen in 
the market for sale. Hats of a superior quality are made from the fur of 
an animal found in the interior. Sugar, indigo, corn, honey, and all 
kinds of fruit are abundant, &c.” Epirors. 








Epidemic at Lima. 119 


and happy existence, until we received the valuable 
preservative of the vaccine: with it we have enjoyed, 
withont interruption, the everlasting spring, which, ac- 
cording to Father Vanniere, is allotted by Providence 
to beautify and comfort our inhabitants. 

It is painful to record, that after eight years uninter- 
rupted health, we have lost the blessing of it, by the 
present epidemical occurrence; we hope it may soon 
return before the approaching equinox, and this is our 
incessant prayer ! 

It is providential that we should know, that the na- 
tives of Lima can be subject to epidemic calamities. 
We observed as harbingers, sudden attacks of apoplexy, 
during the spring of 1817, which were fatal to many 
individuals, and the greater number were not exempt 
from the ordinary catarrhs ; but at the approach of the 
summer, this common disease became complicated 
with slight diarrhoea. until December, when summer 
opened, and our atmosphere being very warm and 
charged with clouds and mists, the epidemic broke out 
and lasted until the beginning of April. The uniformi- 
ty of its anomalous symptoms, the effectual modes by 
which it was counteracted, and its happy termination, 
are incidents which we think worthy of our attention, 
and which ought to be committed to public records. 

(Here the author makes some apology on the subject of 
official documents from government on this disease, which 
he does not pretend to contradict, but only to explain.) 

A sense of great lassitude, pains all over the body, a 
shedding of tears, and irritation of the eyelids, were 
sure proofs of the disease. To these symptoms a violent 
headach was immediately added, with a fever} Which in 
general lasted 24 hours; in others it was protracted 
to the end of the third day: it compelled the patient to 
keep his bed, in which, it terminated by a considerable 
bleeding of the nose, by a bilious alvine discharge, by 
a dysenteric flux, by red blotches all over the skin, or 
among women, by menorrhagia, or abortion of the 
pregnant. The last is a symptom with which the in- 
fluenza of Philadelphia during the years 1789, —90, 
and —91!, has been represented by Dr. Bensamin 
Rusu, to have been connected. 
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The disease was thus formed in the first stage, and 
terminated by sweats and other evacuations that seemed 
to relieve nature of its present cause, after which, 
an anomalous form of it, took place, and was more 

r less aggravated by various symptoms, according to 
the habit of the patient ; these were, an insuperable 
disgust of, and aversion to all kinds of food and drink, 
acute pains throughout the body, which prevented mo- 
tion in any way whatever, and made it necessary to 
retain a position of absolute rest; the seat of the pains 
was in the muscular system, and did not affect the 
bones, nor any other organ. This stage of the disease 
continued many days, and bespoke a character of ma- 
lignancy, which vanished by degrees at the return of 
the autumnal season; the morbid influence of the 
summer iy a great measure disappeared, and a general 
health was restored. Such is the oriental plague, 
which the summer heat of the climate will aggravate 
and diffuse; but which is soon reduced or mitigated by 
the gradual presence of the winter! 

Of 70.000 inhabitants who compose the population 
of this city according to our last census, we have heard 
of a small number only who have escaped the epidemic : 
all classes, ages, conditions, and sizes were affected by 
it; its influence extended, also, to all the neighbour- 
hood and villages of the vicinity, where none of their 
people could be excepted. No other difference of the 
disease was remarked, but what resulied from habits, 
temperament, and constitution, or from an improper 
mode of treatment, which altered or aggravated the 
symptoms, that we have described as more dangerous : 
thus, the headach was sometimes accompanied by deli- 
rium, and brought on a mania; the vomiting became 
obstinate and degenerated into a lypiric affection;* 
diarrhoea turned into dysentery ; the sweats produced 
exhaustion and prostration. With those exceptions, 
the disease was happily managed under a mild mode of 
treatment, excluding active remedies, admitting only 


* Lypiric affection 3—lypyr ia, lypyrias, from rsizoux, 1 remain, and from 
; gen. 7s, fire or v.42, a warm bath.—A species of tever with great 
internal heat, erysipelatous inflammation and cold extremities 
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sooling and diluent medicines, refreshing and subacid 
draughts, which never failed to moderate its effects. 
The maniacal affection was afllictingly observed among 
many persons, especially of the female sex; it was, 
however, gradually relieved and occasioned no disgrace- 
ful events to those who experienced it. Had not the 
melancholy case of Sr. Don Joseph Antonio Errea 
taken place, who precipitated himself from the belfry of 
the church of the Mercedes, the epidemic, strictly speak- 
ing, would not have made any victim. Rush has de- 
scribed a similar event in his account of one of the 
most extensive influenzas in the world. 

We are perfectly unacquainted with the causes and 
diagnosis ef such disorders: and here we musi wish 
that the inguiries of the laborious and wise Mitchili* 
might be continued on his plan of a Medical Geogra- 
phy as designed by Linneus, from which we cou!d ob- 
tain a correct notion of the diseases and epidem cs of 
diflerent people, and in diflerent parts of the world. 
Of the nature of the last we possess nothing that can 
be applied to our capital. There are no vicissjtudes 
in our season to which this prevalence can be ascribed; 
nor can we find any peculiar atmospheric occurrence 
productive of such perturbation of the human frame. 
For the cloudy days that hang over us during summer, 
the actual degree of the heat in its maximum, the 
southerly winds, which are frequent, and the change- 
ableness, or rather heaviness of the spring, have been 
similar this year to what they were in former times. 
{ add, that we have no meteorological tables, nor clini- 
cal calendar which might have directed us, during 300 
years of the existence of this metropol.y Ll regret 
that such records have never been provided for, although 
we have always had eminent physicians, especially en- 
gaged in the service of the hospitals. The first of 
them who has published some very interesting observa- 
tions on the climate of Lima, is the renowned Dr. 
Unanue. He has designated what various aspects of 
our seasons would indicate and prognosticate about en- 
demic diseases; also our almanacs yearly published, 
have afforded regular statements of the appearances oi 


* See Mitchil]’s Letter to Haworth, Medical Repository, vol. 2, p. 39. 
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each spring, summer, autumn, and winter: but even 
these show a great uniformity between the last epidemi- 
cal period with all others that have preceded, and with 
very little difference to be noticed. The heat of the 
summer which regularly rises to 22° of Reaumur, (813° 
of Fahrenheit,) is moderated every night by the southern 
sea breezes, which render truly delightful, that season, 
during which the sun imparts his most ardent but bene- 
ficent rays. From 22°, the mercury begins to lower in 
April, to the coldest winter degree we can experience, 
which is 12° of Reaumur, (59° of Fahrenheit.) April 

is our first autumnal month; but during this season that | 
was so much dreaded by the ancients, and which all na- 
tions expect to be the most sickly in the year, is not 
that of a multitude of diseases as writers have repre- 
sented it. ‘“dutumnusque gravis, Libitine questus 
acerbe.”’ At this period, the ‘less warm days alternate 
with those that are cloudy, and are succeeded by the 
most brilliant nights, either with a silvery moon, or 
with the sparkling stars. Then, we breathe a fresh air, 
which gives vigour to the mind and body, and is equally 
invigorating to the laborious pursuits of agriculture, the 
speculations of art, and the meditations of philosophy. 
The winter comes on, and of its effects we only see 
very slight rains in the day-time, and more frequently 
during night; without being exposed in any part of the 
season to shortness of days and darkness of nights. 
We never see tremendous nor ruinous storms. Our 
fields are not naked; our vegetation is neither dry nor 
unadorned, and nothing depicts the gloominess of an 
inert state of a season, which every where else checks 
heat, light and life. We enter the spring in Septem- 
ber, which represents another sort of autumn, differing 
at most but by some importune southern winds, and by 
a variableness of weather during night, which is not as 
brilliant as in other seasons. Then, the thermometer 
is stationary ; for it should be remembered, as we said 
before, that its whole range during the year is no more 
than 10° of Reaumur. 

Such is our mild, happy, and delightful climate, best 
calculated to diffuse vital energy through all animated 
beings, and to invigorate without interruption all organs 
of its fabric! Thomson could never have anticipated 
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that bis fanciful and delicate terrestrial imageries, were 
but faithful pictures we successively witness, in the 
privileged part of the globe. It was thus, with very 
little or no variations from former dates, that the spring 
of 1817, and the summer of 1818, during which our 
epidemic continued, have been observed to run through 
their periods; and it would be hazardous or unfounded, 
to trace its origin to the atmospheric influence of the 
same. Another opinion was accredited among our 
people, and was also embraced by many physicians, 
about the wheat which we draw from Chili, and the 
commerce of which, having been interrupted with us 
during one year, had been long stored up confined, and 
thereby had acquired some bad quality.* Other phy- 
sicians pointed at an imported contagion, in foreign 
vessels, and especially under American colours; with 
the same doctrine, it was traced, by many, to the 
soldiers of the division of Burgos, lately arrived from 
Cadiz, and who were quartered in the village of Bella- 
vista, two leagues from the capital. These opinions 
were all vague, difficult to prove, insufficient, and im- 
probable; therefore, should we be obliged to be explicit, 
as theorists, we have nothing left but the gud morbosum 
elicited from the atmosphere, which became a specifi¢ 
poison, and which being contagious, was, in the first 
instance, for want of proper care, diffused throughout, 
and to as many individuals as sufficient to infect the 
whole of the inhabitants; it would, however, be more 
prudent forus to confine ourselves, like Hilary and other 
famous observers, to the theory which subjects the 


human constitution to atmospheric influence, leaving 
a, 


* Wheat is, of all the cerealia necessary to mankind, (he’most difficul: 
to preserve in a sound condition, until the return of anoiber season 
The finest and heaviest quality is the most fermentable. The experience 
of ancient economists has hence devised, that granaries might be in 
cessantly ventilated, and provided with sufficient room to lay the grain 
eften in new heaps. It is ascertained, that in a distillery in France, # 
great quantity of wheat, laid in an upper immediate story, produced 
such an intense heat, as to communicate to a great quantity of al- 
cohol, and set the whole manufactory on fire. Any vegetable seed, 
deprived, one season, of its sufficient power of vegetation, is for eve: 
altered fer the purpose. It is fair to conclude, that it may become « 
dangerous food. erroneous, the theorists of Lima, here alluded to 
were, at any rate, very justifiable 
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other suppositions to be compared and judged 1n their 
applications by our readers. I[t will then be necessary 
for us to mention only, that none of the preceding 
seasons, which by records have been judged similar to 
the last, ever created an epidemic whieh first broke out 
among the inhabitants of the northern coast, reached 
the capital, extended itself through the suburbs, af- 
terwards invaded all the southern seaboard, and spread 
about in the interior of the provinces of the highlands, 
so far away, that to this day, we do not know ye {all the 
extent of its course : it is however consoling to remark, 
that it has happily terminated, and that some aged peo- 
ple, only, fell victims to it. 

Were we requested technically to define, and noso 
logically name this complaint, | confess it would be 
a difficult task. 

‘Epidemics present themselves either with character- 
istic symptoms, which have already been described and 
classed, such as dysentery, angina, and many exhante- 
matous diseases, or they ofler symptoms so different 
and singular, that they cannot, according to the rules of 
nosologists, constitute any class or genus; and snch has 
been the epidemic now under consideration. Whethe: 
of one, or the other sort, there would not be much 
advantage for the science of medicine, for the — 
tioner, nor for the patients, in a well ascertained a 
rangement and denomination of this malady ; eas 
it would engage much time, disputes, and theories, be- 
fore every mind could tolerably approve of the name 
and definition. With these motives, most of the phy- 
sicians of this metropolis did not like the appellation ot 
Ephemeral Catarrh as fixed upon by Dr. Solano, a 
surgeon of the college of Cadiz; nor that of Bilious 
Ephemeral by Dr. Valdes; nor the Eminently Ephemeral 
of Diocles, by Dr. Gordillo ; and not even that of a 
degree of typhus icterodes. All these definitions are 
vague, not accordant with the true principles of medi- 
cine; they are false or erroneous, and might as well 
be comprised in the fulminating decree of the celebrated 
jrown, * Nosologia delenda!l’? As tor us, we wish to 
keep clear of errors in our profession, about the nature 
of the disease, and we dispense with giving it a name ; 
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were we, however, obliged to designate something about 
it, we must say, that it has presented itself as one of 
the various forms of catarrhs, which incessantly pre- 
dominate in this metropolis, and that it was again diver- 
sified by the idiosyncracy of individuals, and by unknown 
atmospheric circumstances. Hence it is, that it was 
complicated with anomalous and irregular affections of 
the bile, according to the degree of fever it excited, 

It would not be so difficult to decide, whether the 
epidemic was contagious or not. In favour of the aflir- 
mative, it was argued that it generally extended from a 
single case at a time in each family, and progressed 
successively through the whole, within their local place 
of residence ; that the warm _exhatations from the body 
were particularly fetid, and that observation rendered 
it very probable, that it originated from the regiment 
of Burgos. 1 think, that being of a highly infectious 
nature, it became specifically contagious from one indi- 
vidual to others, and therefore, | would comprehend 
it in the second class of the nosological synopsis of 
Dr. Hosack.* 

In the treatment thereof, “* non mussabat tacito medi- 
cina timore,’’ as it happened in the plague of Athens; 
nor, “ variis remediis egri torquebantur, ut propria emer- 
geret curatio,”’ as was observed during the lamentable 
yellow fever of Cadiz; on the contrary, all our phy- 
sicians, as it were by unanimous agreement, and tran- 
scendent judgment, fixed upon the best mode of treat- 
ment, composed of copious draughts of diluents and 
subacid remedies, of the fruits of the season, of a fari- 
naceous acidulated diet, aud of affusion with cold water, 
provided debility was not too great, as this would then 
have retarded the evacuations, or otherwise aggravated 
the symptoms ; and thus was the disorder subdued, 
without any failure, except among aged or very infirm 
persons, in whom the presence only of ordinary febrile - 
symptoms might prove mortal. 


* We suppose that there is a mistake in the original text; because, 
contagious febrile diseases form different genera in the first class of 
Hosack’s Nosology; and the second is that of phlegmasiz, which we 
do not understand to have any relation with the present subject. 
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(A speculative digression follows, in opposition to different 
modes of treatment, exclusively recommended by certain Eu- 
ropean physicians and surgeons, then residing in Lima, which 
appear merely a controversy about matters not immediately 
interesting to our readers. 

At the same time, hoping that the estimable author of this 
Essay may read the above translation, we should regret, if he 
would find fault with our omitting many more of his practical 
remarks, besides those which we have introduced. It has been 
owing to a defect in the original manuscript, or to the loss of 
some intermediate pages, without which several paragraphs 
would have appeared to be mutilated. We are satisfied, how- 
ever that the principal parts of the communication are here 
entire, and, in a great measure, literally translated.) 





es 





Extract from an Essay on Winter and Sprine 
Typuus, and Puerperac Fevers. 


New Castle, Delaware, July 10, 1819. 


The respectable but anonymous author, who has 
furnished us with the above Essay, seems to have given 
us a warning. not to lose sight of the epidemics which, 
in various seasons, may endanger the lives of our fellow 
citizens. This duty, one which we have long ago en- 
gaged to fulfil, and patiently conducted, with a consi- 
derable number of instructive documents, essays, and 

apers, in every preceding volume of this new series, 
we thought was happily terminated, for want of recent 
occurrences, or at least of any communication calling 
our attention thereto. This was of course a matter of 
congratulation, which, we regret, has been, after all, 
but of short duration; we, therefore, take hint, with 
becoming zeal and proper attention. 

It has been the character of certain epidemics, to 
prevail during many returns of the same season, and 
through an extensive range of countries and populations; 
it is another, that the same will vary in many forms and 
circumstances, according to time and place. 

None has better proved the truth of this observation, 
than the winter epidemic of the United States, whether 
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it be by its form of spotted fever, in 1806, or by that of 
the typhoid disease of the present winter ; in either way 
it has been a continuation of the same, or participating 
of the same character or fatality, though under characters 
somewhat novel and different. The author, we think, 
has described its features in a masterly manner, and 
like a truly clinical observer. Being anonymous, he 
has incurred, as he lastly suggests, the danger of losing 
credit or gaining censure. As we are determined 
neither to deny the first, nor to give the latter, we 
will be contented to use discretionally the editorial 
scalpel on his very good body of observation, to the 
following apportioned size and shape. We mean, how- 
ever, that we cannot, at present, retain any thing more 
than the monography of the epidemic described by an 
anonymous writer, who commands attention; while, 
with his name, we would not, probably, have inverted 
his paragraphs, or omitted some of his best observa- 
tions.] ovir. 


THE peculiar character of this disease, but more 
especially the mortality which has marked its progress, 
could hardly fail, not only to attract the attention of 
medical men, but also that of the public generally. 
There are, perhaps, few who have not heard of this 
disease—many have felt its pressure in their persons, 
and more in their families; it is consequently believed, 
that any facts relative to its nature, and cure, can hardly 
be deemed unimportant. 

(The author traces the disease to many preceding years 
prevalence.) 

Every year, however, from this period to tke year 
1813, the disease made its appearance, generally in 
February and March. In this year it became epidemic, 
showing itself first in the month of December, and con- 
tinuing steadily to progress until the following April, 
when it gradually declined; but with the exception 
perhaps of a very few months, it has never since totally 
disappeared, and J believe for one single hour from that 
period to the present, its influence has not forsaken us ; 
during the winter and spring months, in a shape more 
er less severe. it constitutes almost the only disease, and 
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during the remainder of the year its character, more or 
less distinct, blends itself with nearly all other diseases. 

(Many practical facts and interesting cases of disease 
are here adduced, in proof of the prevailing asthenia.) 

I have also witnessed, especially during the winter 
and spring months, when this predisposition had shaped 
itself into regular or confirmed disease, an unusual! 
number of sores, and abscesses; and have observed 
those which had been of long standing, suddenly to 
become worse, all tending to gangrene and mortifica- 
tion. 

The disease, which has been denominated typhus 
fever, is many times extremely questionable in its first 
attacks. A pain in one leg, in an arm, a finger, or some 
joint, in one or both eyes, in the back part of the head, 
or in the stomach or bowels, is sometimes its precursor. 
Often, however, it makes a much more formidable 
parade ; commencing in the night, generally towards 
inorning, with a chill more or less severe; sometimes 
amounting to a violent shake, at others, a mere shiver- 
ing without any sensation of cold. ‘This state is how- 
ever quickly succeeded by a hot and generally dry 
skin, with a pain in the side or breast, and frequently 
in the head, with nausea, and sickness at stomach, and 
sometimes an obstinate puking ; the matter thrown from 
the stomachis various ; in some instances, and especially 
those happening late in the fall, or early in the winter, 
bile alone is ejected. In other cases, a thin, tastelese 
fluid, or phlegm; this convulsive affection of the sto 
mach is mostly accompanied or followed by the most 
distressing anxiety and pain about the pracordia. 

A sense of stricture, or tightness in the breast. gene 
rally commences with the pain early in the disease, 
and this is soon followed with a cough, and an expec- 
toration either of purulent matter mixed with blood, or 
a thin, tasteless, brown, or dark coloured mucus ; this 
latter discharge is a very unfavourable symptom, as } 
have rarely noticed it except in the most violent cases. 
In a few instances I have known pure unmixed blood 
discharged from the lungs in considerable quantities. 

A low delirium generally comes on pretty early m 
this disease, and not unfrequently accompanies 1) 
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throughout its various stages, worse in the night, in the 
morning rather comatose than delirious. I have, how- 
ever, seen the disease commence and terminate fatally. 
with the senses little or not at all impaired, except a 
few hours before death. 

The dryness of the skin, which commences with the 
disease, does not generally continue long, but yields to 
a gentle, and, in some instances, to a profuse perspira- 
tion, with cool skin, and cold extremities. 

In the early stages of this disease, and in a few cases 
throughout its continuance, I have seen the face flushed 
with a purple colour, or a circumscribed scarlet spot 
upon one or both cheeks. The eyes have generally a 
wild unnatural appearance, especially in the first stages 
of the disease; and towards the end, if it approaches 
a fatal termination, they become smooth and glassy. 
The voice suffers but little alteration; answers however 
are frequently given with quickness and apparent dis- 
pleasure. The tongue will sometimes be found quite 
natural, at other times dark and furred; and again of 
a glossy and shining red: nor do these different states 
of the tongue appear to be confined to different stages 
of the disease, or afford any certain indication of its 
dangerous tendency. 

In some cases of this disease, I have known the 
pulse, for the first day or two, when touched by the 
fingers at the wrist, give no notice whatever of dis- 
ease; generally, however, it will be found apparently 
fuller than natural, and evidently much quicker; some- 
times it imparts a trembling sensation to the touch, and 
is occasionally interrupted in its motion. As the disease 
advances, the pulse sinks in force, and iferBases in 
frequency. At this period, however, the certainty of 
curing the disease is much lessened; especially if de- 
pletion in any form has been previously used, or if the 
patient be old, or has a delicate constitution. 

It is of the very last importance to know this disease 
upon its first attack ; and yet, from the uncertain man- 
ner of its approach, and equivocal symptoms, partaking 
as it often does, of the symptoms common to many 
other diseases, this will be found no very easy task. 
Physicians should not sleep upon their posts, when such 
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an enemy is known to be on their frontiers. If this 
disease be mistaken for a pulmonary complaint, a pleu- 
risy, or a bilious affection, and treated accordingly, it 
becomes fatal. The error may perhaps be discovered 
in time to save the patient, by changing the plan, if the 
ie peg be attentive, and has it in his power frequent- 
y to see him, and watch narrowly the progress of the 
disease, and the effects of his prescriptions ; which, 
however, in the country at least, is not often the case. 
The first prescription will, therefore, often be found to 
overn the final issue of the disease. 

I have yet been able to discover but a single certain 
criterion by which to determine immediately the exist- 
ence of this disease in the system; and even this re- 
quires the utmost attention, as well as some degree of 
experience upon this particular point, in order to found 
a precise and correct judgment upon it. 

I have said that when this formidable disease is ac- 
tually present in the system, the pulse does not always 
seem to vary from that of perfect health, whilst, at other 
times it will appear to betray an inflammatory action, 
by its fulness, force, and frequency. Although this 
seems really to be the case when the artery at the 
wrist is pressed upon by the fingers, as is usually done 
in feeling the pulse; yet, if this pressure be made with 
some force, instead of any resistance being returned to 
the pressure by the vessel, its stroke will become alto- 
gether imperceptible. Sometimes a very little force will 
be suflicient to produce this effect; and at others more 
will be required ; and it may be pretty safely predicted, 
that,in proportion toa feeble pressure necessary to arrest 
the pulsation of the artery, will be the violence of the 
disease. 

Although a knowledge of this fact may, when right- 
ly understood, prove highly important; yet, as before 
hinted, it will require considerable knowledge of the 
pulse generally, joined to some experience of the dis- 
ease of which we treat, to prevent the occurrence of 
very serious mistakes upon this subject. 

Physicians know that there is sucha thing as a de- 
pressed pulse, arising from congestion, or over disten- 
tion of the blood vessels; when the artery offers but a 
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very feeble resistance to the touch, and when, at the 
same time, the system may be labouring under a highly 
inflammatory diathesis. Blood drawn to the amountof 
twenty or thirty ounces, at such a time, will serve to 
relieve the blood vessels from their embarrassment, and 
give to the pulse a violent action. This happens, as 
Dr. Rush has very happily expressed it, by * unlock- 
ing the disease.”’ In such a situation, however, the 
remedies proper fora Typhus fever would doubtless 
destroy the life of the patient. 

It would perhaps be as impossible, by any language, so 
to describe the actual difference between such a state 
of the pulse, and that accompanying ‘l'yphus fever, as it 
is that mistakes might not happen to the inexperienced. 
Physicians, however, who may not before have noticed 
the state of the pulse which has been mentioned, in 
Typhus affections, will at once comprehend my mean- 
ing and probably avail themselves of some advantage 
from it. 

Since this predisposition to asthenic diseases has pre- 
vailed, | have found safety in suspecting all complaints 
to partake of the nature of Typhus; and to treat all 
diseases, however slight in appearance they may seem 
at first, with extreme caution, at least, if not absolutely 
as Typhus affections; and the success of this course 
has unequivocally shown its correctness. 

Where this disease has appeared in a simple unmixed 
form, | imagine its symptoms have been tolerably uni- 
form; but in a great many instances, some other dis- 
ease has attacked the system, and almost immediately 
after, given its place to this formidable usurper. Hence 
J] suspect it is, that the disease has been preceded and 
accompanied by such an endless variety in its symp- 
toms, and seeming contradictions in its progress and 
termination ; and hence, too, I fear that it has been so 
often improperly treated, and so frequently fatal in its 
issue. 

It would seem as if most other diseases, of late, serve 
but as predisposing or exciting causes of Typhus. 

An uncommon mortality has lately prevailed in some 
neighbourhoods, amongst women in childbed; and, as 
has been supposed, from puerperal fever, ({ have little 
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doubt but in reality from Typhus fever, or from the 
Typhus state of puerperal fever). Such a situation 
naturally invites or predisposes to such a disease. 
And here, unless a course of treatment be adopted very 
different from that generally used in puerperal cases, 
the result must inevitably prove fatal. The peculiar 
circumstances and subjects of these cases, entitle them 
to our most serious and special attention. Women— 
the most amiable, interesting, and helpless part of crea- 
tion—their infant offspring—domestic happiness—nay 
even the very continuance of our race, depends on the 
result.—And I would again suggest the possibility of 
this fatality depending upon this Typhus predisposition. 
That state of debility, naturally the result of a recent 
delivery, lays the system open to an attack of this dis- 
ease. Would it not be prudent to guard against its 
approach? or, if any unusual symptoms should follow, 
however apparently slight at first, instead of adopting 
the common puerperal treatment, would not a manage- 
ment as for typhus, cautiously adopted, and urged ac- 
cording to its effects, prevent the occurrence of any un- 
fortunate catastrophe which might otherwise follow? | 
merely throw out this idea in general terms, without ven- 
turing to urge or particularize; hoping, however, that 
medical gentlemen will give it some consideration, and 
allow to it whatever weight it may be found to deserve. 
J am induced to speak thus sparingly upon this point, 
never having had one of those cases, distinctly marked, 
within my own immediate notice, and suspecting only 
from circumstances, or by reasoning a priori. An illus- 

trious physician of ourcountry once said, during the pre- 

valence of the yellow fever in Philadelphia, he “ thought 

he could see that disease even ina broken bone.” I 

have sometimes imagined I could discover typhus in a 

toothach. 

The disease, which is the subject of our inquiry, has 
been called by a variety of names; as Typhus fever,— 
Pneumonia Typhoides,—Typhus Petechialis, and Spotted 
Fever, Although the disease differs in many essential 
particulars from the Typhus Mitior, and Typhus Gravior, 
of nosologists, yet, in some respects, there i3 a similarity. 
The term Pneumoma Typhotdes, would convey a cor- 
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rect idea of the disease as it appears in many instances; 
yet in other cases this name would not appear applica- 
ble.—Typhus Petechialis, and Spotted Fever, are names 
given toa disease which appeared some years ago in 
the eastern part of the United States, and which seems, 
trom the description we have had of it, to bear a strik- 
ing analogy to the one we have been considering. The 
terms spotted and Petechialis, were applied to that dis- 
ease from the circumstance, perhaps, of spots in some 
instances, and Petechia, in others, appearing on the 
skin in some cases, during the course of the disease. 
This however seems by no means to have been univer- 
sally the case ; as the disease frequently appeared with- 
out this symptom. J have never seen either Petechi@ or 
spots on the skin, in the disease I have been attempting 
to describe; but in almost every other respect, except 
perhaps in degree of general violence, the two diseases 
exactly agree, both in their symptoms and cure. We 
have a description of this disease, as it appeared in the 
astern States, on/y as an Epidemic; and | have wit- 
nessed no cases so obstinately violent as it was then 
represented to have been. 

In these hasty and desultory remarks, I have adhered 
to the name which has generally been given to the dis- 
ease in question, in the district where I resided: al- 
though | am by no means certain that it could not be 
more properly designated; yet | attach very little im- 
portance to the name of a disease, and am perfectly 
careless as to what this one may be called. It would 
be much more satisfactory to physicians, and important 
to society, if its nature could be well understood; of 
this, | imagine but little, comparatively, is yetyknown ; 
*tis doubtless a disease of great direct debility: and .in 
saying this | hazard all that I know certainly on this 
point. Itis true, in this fact we have all that is very 
important to be known, in a practical point of view, 
upon the subject. Yet it would afford much satisfac- 
tion, and might possibly direct us how to manage more 
certainly its cure, if all the why’s and wherefores which 
naturally arise, could be fully explained. This I will 
not pretend to do. A wide field of conjecture here 
lies open indeed; but in ranging it after shadows, the 
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substance might be lost. We will, therefore, for the 
present at least, leave it unexplored. Much upon this 
part of the subject remains dies doceat. ‘The object of 
this paper is chiefly to caution the ignorant, to awaken 
inquiry, to elicit information, and to give briefly the re- 

sult of some little experience in the progress and treat- 

ment of this modern and formidable disease. If a sin- 
gle fact useful to society should escape, if the life ot 
the most humble individual should be preserved by 
these remarks, | shall be amply rewarded for the labour 
of an hour. 

As anonymous authors, by concealing their names 
from the public, escape the effects of criticism ; so do 
they by the same means put themselves beyond the 
reach of credit, if any should be found due. ‘To all this 
1 cheerfully subscribe—neither wishing for censure, 
nor courting applause.—If, by throwing in my mite, 
any thing be added to the stock of public good, lam con- 
tent to see it done without parade or ostentation. H. 








History of @ Dysentery, Frux, and Fever, some- 
times accompanied with Buack Vomit, as they occur- 
red among the Inhabitants of Sandusky, in Ohio State, 
near Lake Erie. In a Letter from Dr. Cyrus Core 
to the Editors, dated Easton, (Pa.) March 28th, 1819. 


LOWER SANDUSKY, or Fort ‘Stephenson, as it 
was once called, is situated on the Sandusky river, in 
the state of Ohio, between forty and fifty miles from 
the head of Lake Erie, and thirty-four miles from the 
Bay of Sandusky: schooners and sloops that do not 
draw more than seven feet of water, can go from the 
lake to Sandusky with ease, but no further, in conse- 
quence of rapids; the water backs from the lake to 
the foot of the rapids, at which place, when the wind 
blows up the river, the water will rise sometimes four 
feet perpendicular, and when the wind abates, the wa- 
ter will subside as suddenly; at which time, in warm 
weather, in autumn, the exhalations from the shore 
smell very disagreeable. The banks of the river are 
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very low, and on each side, from its mouth, two-thirds 
of the way to the rapids, are extensive marshes and 
swamps; the face of the country is even, and the soil 
very rich and fertile, producing a heavy burden of 
grass, weeds, and plants, of great varieties. 

Every spring a great many fish are taken in the 
river; they are the pike, pickeral, cat-fish, and white 
bass. The inhabitants eat fresh and salted fish the 
year round: the white inhabitants were about five hun- 
dred in number; they migrated from different states, 
but the most of them were from the state of New- 
York; the greater part reside in the town; some have 
settled on the Indian land; they went to that country 
in the winter and spring of 1818, and built themselves 
temporary houses, or rather hovels, forthey are notmuch 
better; the people are generally poor; mechanics are 
scarce, and their labour is dear, in consequence of the 
place being considered unhealthy. Out of the num- 
ber of five hundred inhabitants, not more than twenty 
escaped the disease, and between thirty and forty died 
of it: the most of those that died, suffered for want of 
nursing, and the necessaries that sick require. I did 
not see a single case but what J think might have been 
cured, if the patient could have been differently situa- 
ted, where he could have had good attendance; there 
were not well ones enough to take care of the sick. 
The inhabitants were more sickly at Sandusky last sea- 
son, than they probably ever will be again with the 
same complaint. I imputed the severity of the disease 
to certain causes or circumstances, (viz.) the careless- 
ness and imprudence of the inhabitants, their poverty, 
and uncommon weather ; in the months ef May and 
June, much rain fell in the state of Ohio, and filled the 
swamps, and swelled all the streams above their banks; 
the weather thenchanged and became uncommonly warm 
and dry, so it continued for a great length of time; great 
and sudden changes of the weather will predispose the 
human system to receive complaints; and heat and 
moisture assists much in promoting the putrefaction or 
decomposition of dead animal and vegetable substances. 
A despondency of the mind, among the poorer classes 
of people, is a common occurrence, especially amongst 
temales that migrate to that country. The remote 
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causes I consider to be exhalations from dead animal and 
vegetable substances. The sickness commenced about 
the first of August; the first cases were dysentery and 
flux; they were soon succeeded by intermitting and 
remitting fevers; at first they were mild, but very soon 
put ona malignant type, and assumed the horrible garb 
of a bilious remitting malignant fever; it continued its 
ravages until the middle of October, at which time it 
began toabate. The first symptoms were severe chills, 
pain in the head, neck, back, right side, stomach, and 
left side; soon the fever would set in with an increase 
of pain, costiveness ; sometimes a diarrhoea; in some 
cases hemorrhagy from the nose, puking and purging of 
bilious matter, fetid breath, of which they would com- 
plain very much themselves; tongue furred, yellow at 
first, but soon changed to a black complexion; pulse 
very irregular ; insome cases it was slow and soft, in 
others quick and hard; sometimes intermitting; but 
most generally there was a great increased action in 
the arterial system. Delirium was a frequent symp- 
tom in the complaint, and a loss of memory when re- 

covering from it; in almost every case there appeared 
to be a local affection, either of the liver, brain, sto- 
mach, or spleen ; the liver was the part most generally 
diseased ; the bile was secreted in large quantities and 
vitiated. Some of the fatal cases put on the charac- 
teristic symptoms of the yellow fever, such as sudden- 
ness of the attack, severity of the complaint, shortness 
of its duration, black vomit, and deep yellowness of the 
skin, especially after death. When the stomach or 
spleen was affected, the patients would complain of 
pain in the left shoulder. I opened one that died, and 
found his liver much enlarged, the spleen was indura- 
ted and twice its natural size, the gall bladder was dis- 
tended very much with bile, and protruded two inches 
below the lobe of the liver: those that recovered from 
a severe attack, convalesced very slowly, and a relapse 
was generally fatal. 

The practice most successful, was, at the commence: 
ment of the disease, blood-letting, cathartics of calo- 
mel, emetics. Emetics, however, always appeared to 
debilitate the stomach and sink the patient, if given in 
any stage of the complaint except the first, or if given 
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more than twice; but cathartics were admissible in 
every stage, the milder kind were best alter the fever 
began toabate; the bowels were generally torpid, and 
in some cases the most drastic purgatives cou!d not be 
made to operate without giving diffusible stimulants. 
After the fever abated, to keep the bowels regular. I 
gave senna and manna, combined with aromatics and 
aniseed, with the happiest effects ; blisters. where there 
was a local affection, relieved the pain; and mercury, 
if it could be made to affect the mouth and fauces, act- 
ed as a Samson in curing the disease ; opium and cam- 
phor were injurious ; they debilitated the stomach, aod 
produced costiveness, which ought always to be guard- 
ed against; Peruvian bark, if given during the reinis- 
sion, after depleting means had been used, was ve ry 
useful. So sensible were the patients of its good ef- 
fects, that they could scarcely be persuaded to leave off 
its use, after they had recovered from the complaint. 
Those that were bled were not so liable to get a relapse, 
but recovered much faster than others. 

No age, sex, or colour, were exempt from the disease; 
two natives of France, who had resided in Charleston, 
South Carolina, a number of years, came to live at 
Sandusky ; they both had the fever, and one died. Old 
French Canadians, who have lived nigh the Sandusky 
swamps and marshes, for more than thirty years, and 
during that time enjoyed good health, took the fever 
last summer or fall, and a number of them died; it was 
not confined to the whites, three negroes out ‘of four 
had it; it likewise prevailed amongst the Indians that 
lived nigh large marshes, and a great number of them 
died of it. I had an opportunity of observing gheir sick, 
and their mode of practice,——for I was frequently riding 
through their settlements, to visit some of my patients 
that had settled on the Indians’ land. The Indians have 
some whom they call doctors, that pretend to know 
more about diseases and remedies than others, but their 
practice is very simple, and, in some respects, errone- 
ous; they use aromatic and stimulating plants, with the 
intention of producing diaphoresis ; for the same purpose 
they likewise put the sick into a hole dug in the earth, 
the sides of which is heated ; after the patient is put in 
the hole, they throw heated earth around him, until he 
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is almost suffocated ; if he survives this ordeal, he gene- 

rally gets well. These, together with the hocus pocus 
means they use (for they believe in witchcraft), is the 
routine of the Seneca Indians’ practice of medicine. 








Desuttory Remarks on Hypropnosia, and Canine 
Mapness. By Feuix Pascatis, M. D. 

Witnu an Account of an keipemic, Canine Rasies, 
&e. By Ricnarp K. Horrman, Esq. Surgeon U.S. 
Navy. 


ORFILA says, that horses and hogs can be spontane- 
ously affected with rabies, without ever having been 
bitten ; and that foxes, wolves, cats, and dogs, are still 
more frequently subject to it. It is added, that like in- 
stances have been observed among cocks and ducks, 
(vide vol. 2d. part II. page 170). Manis not excepted 
from this adventitious and horrid disease, although it 
occurs in him more rarely than the brute creation. 

The authors of the Dictionary of the Medical Sciences, 
have adduced a great number of facts, to prove that 
hydrophobia, with or without rabies, might be spontane- 
ously excited by any of the following morbid causes. 

Firstly, by fluxionary, rheumatic, and inflammatory 
actions. : 

Secondly, by nervous fevers, and others of malignant 
character. 

Lhirdly, by cerebral lesions. 

Fourthly, by sudden suppression of habitual secretions 

Fifthly, by ‘violent passions, and by hysteria. 

Sixthly, by ingested poison. 

None of these propositions have been left dubious. 
or unsatisfactorily established upon numerous and de- 
monstrative facts, (vide Vol. XXII. letter H. page 330). 
Some cases, however, have been adduced, of hydro- 
phobia without rabies, but in their general complexion, 
they both appear to have been simultaneously con- 
nected, and probably as often, as canine rabies by the 
bite of a rabid animal creates hydrophobic symptoms. 

We will now offer more curious and striking observa. 
tions, in the spontaneous occurrence of rabies among 
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all sorts of animals, as it happened in a northern pro- 
vince of Peru, some years ago, and as communicated 
from Ricuarp K. Horrman, Esq. Surgeon of the United 
States’ ship Ontarto, to the editors, in a letter from 
Lima, November, 1818. 

“Should you not have perused the observations on 
the climate of Lima, and its influence on organized 
beings, published by Professor Unanue, formerly proto- 
medico of Peru; this communication may be interesting 
for the medical facts it contains, in relation to the origin 
and progress of hydrophobia in this couutry.’’* 

‘There is no previous record of the existence of 
canine madness in any part of South America; the 
author, however, informs us, that this disease appeared 
on the northern coast of Peru, in the summer of 1803-4, 
during the prevalence of excessive heat, and long un- 
interrupted warm Weather. ‘The thermometer, in some 
valleys onthat coast, rose to 994 degrees of Fahrenheit. 

* ‘To the terrible qualities of the air, the origin of this 
disease is ascribed: it became general among quadru- 
peds, attacking them indiscriminately, but fixing itseli 
especially on dogs. The bachelor, Don Joseph Figuera, 
wrote to the author, at the commencement of the rabies 
on that coast, that the dogs walked with their iails be- 
tween their legs, discharged much saliva, concealed 
themselves from men, howled loudly, and soon fell dead ; 
their ears were cut off, and oil given them, but without 
effect: that the cats ran with their hair erect: that 
horses and asses were enraged against each other ; that 
they threw themselves and wallowed on the ear th, 
and putrefied immediately after death: that the black 

cattle evinced the same rage, by leaping turigusly, and 
engaging in hostile strife, in which they oiten broke 
their horns, and soon expired in the act of bellowing. 


* A copy of the eloquent work here alluded to, has been since sent 
to us, printed in Madrid, 1815, under the title of “‘ Observations on the 
Climate of Lima, and its Influence on Organized Beings, and especially, 
on the Human Race.” This isa very instructive topographical and 
medical book, arranged by a profound philosopher aud scholar. The 
vigour of his mind i is always Commensurate with the grand subjects and 
phenomena in nature which he describes or explains; and with great 
pleasure we acknowledge the genuineness of the abridged extract here 
offered from the pert of Dr. K. Horrman, from page 67 to 71. Epn 











140 Desultory Remarks on 


** ‘The disease thus engendered by atmospheric causes 

ras subsequently propagated by specific contagions. 
It spread by the bites of rabid animals, and extending 
along the southern coast, appeared in ‘the capital, be- 
tween the summer and autumn of 1807, and reached 
Arequipa in the spring of the same year. This city 
was, however, freed from the calamity, by the exec ution 


of the Viceroy’ s order, for the general destruction of 


the dogs. It proved fatal to many of the inhabitants 
of Arequipa and Ica. In the latter, forty-two persons 
died with canine rabies. Fourteen persons were bitten 
by a single dog in one night, twelve of whom deter- 

mined to resign themselves to the wil! of heaven, re- 
fused to admit of any surgical assistance, and the result 
was, that they all died with hydrophobia. ‘The remain- 

ing two, one ‘aged 2 28, the other 50 years, submitted to 
the application of surgical operations to the bitten part. 

and mercurial friction to excite salivation, and escaped 
the disease. 

* In situations on the coast to the northward, exposed 
to accumulated heat, a number of men sutlered all the 
symptoms of genuime hydrophobia, without having been 
bitten. 

* In one instance, the disease was fatally communi- 
cated to the slaves on a sugar plantation, by feeding ou 
beef that had died of it. The superindent who distri 
buted the beef, believed the cattle had perished from 
the distemper called tocado. 

‘‘'The greatest number of deaths occurred in the 
veriod from 12 to 90 days after the bite. | 

“The disease terminated in 1808: some few dogs 
have twice been seen, with every characteristic of hy- 
drophobia, but had not the power of communicating 
it by their bites.” 

If we are now allowed to reason analytically from 
the above authentic facts, we must say, that we are in 
possession of convincing proofs, Istly: ‘That certain 
morbid causes self-engender the canine rabies in the 
brute creation; 2dly: That the same adventitious agency 
has produced hydrophobia and rabid diseases in human 
beings, whom no bite of dogs, nor contact with the 
poison, had ever previously affected. On the other 
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hand, it is incontrovertible, that canine madness is com- 
municable, cither from the brute species to human 
beings, or vice versd.* We should then conclude, that 
whatever morbid causes can spontaneously create this 
disease, really do, by their agency, convert some animal 
substance into a specific and degenerated matter con- 
stituting this virulent poison, which, when admitted 
into the human frame, can, afterwards, like leaven, 
assimilate to itself more animal matter, and render it 
equally deleterious and virulent. This is further proved, 
by the great length of time which this specific virus 
takes in a new subject, before it can be brought into its 
dreadful operation; not being even capable of giving 
any bad quality to the wound, in which it has been 
deposited by a bite, as it was plainly shown, in the re- 
cent case of Miss Eliza Frame,t of Philadelphia. The 
rabid poison must be, therefore, defined, “a virulent 
animal matter, self-engendered, under the agency of va- 
rious morbid causes, and again communicable by contact 
to other living animals.” 

The importance of this definition, inferred from in- 
controvertible facts, we request our readers to keep in 


mind, because from it, and from the modus operandi of 


the rabific poison, in brutes and in the human body, we 
propose to show the uncertainty of curative means, 
which have been vainly sought for in antidotal remedies, 
nostrums, China-stones, skull-cap, and other pretended 
cures ;{ and that after the rabific poison has been intro- 


* We are indebted to Messrs. Macenpie and Brescuer of Paris, for 
an experiment performed in June, 1813, to prove beyond doubt, the 
communicability of the rabific poison from mam to brute. They at- 
tended, during the last intervals of his existence, au unfagtuuate young 
man, in the Hotel Dieu of Paris, one out of sixty persons who had been, 
during two days, bitten by a mad dog. The first dressing of his wounds 
by caustic had failed. A month after, when the rabific symptoms 
took place, be was also treated by repeatedly injecting a solution ot 
epium into the veins, under the inspection of Professor Dururtren, 
with apparent relief only. In bis last moments, the two above named 
genticinen received on a piece of linen, some of the frothy slaver 
from the mouth of the dying young man, and at twenty steps from the 
bed, they inoculated with it two healthy dogs, one of which became 
completely rabid, 37 days after, &c. (vid. Orfila, vol. 2. p. 2. pag. 175.) 

t The history of this case has been published in the Evening Post, 
of New-York, Saturday, July 3d, 1819. 

t There is no such thing a3 a real antidote in medicine. Mercure in 
Vol. 5. 19 
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duced into the human frame, a full relianee should 
not exclusively be placed in the surgical treatment. 

Recalling, therefore, all the documents, which the 
science of medicine possesses, and to which, sufficient 
attention is not actually paid, we will prove, that the 
rabific poison in human beings is absolutely comparable 
to any remote cause, which is slowly operating the 
crisis of an acute and morbid disease, and which a pre- 
ventive treatment could radically remove. ‘The only 
difference between the one and the other, is the ag- 
gravated spasms of the thoracic muscles, the hydro- 
phobic symptoms, the inflammation of the medulla ob- 
longata, and the rapidity of the second and third stages. 
But, by assembling numerous facts and means to be pro- 
vided against the most aggravated symptoms, we will 
endeavour to convince our readers, that canine rabies 
is no longer the opprobrium medicorum; and that it has 
been, and wil be radically cured by a judicious and 
medically alterative treatment, administered during the 
first stage of its existence, which is frequently of long 
duration. 

(To be continued tn our neat.) 
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Dancerous Errects of the rxHALaTions from Fiow- 
ERS. By ‘Tuomas D. Mitcuerr, M.D. Late Phy- 
stcian of the Lazaretto, of the Port of Philadelphia, &c. 


WE are often fatally deceived by the flattering aspect 
of exterior circumstances, and thus lose sight of reali- 
ties, which are in themselves highly pernicious. Thus 
many things which are truly important, if rightly con- 
sidered, are regarded as of no account, simply from 
our familiarity with them. If those apparent trifles 
were strictly investigated, even to the neglect of some 
things which are supposed to be of greater magnitude, 
the practice of medicine would be much improved, and 


syphilis, sulphur in herpetic diseases, cinchona for intermitting fevers, 
are only specific remedies, because they have a virtual property that can 
@icite a certain curative action in the human frame, each according to 
their nature, and to the exigency of the case; but, if from other causes, 
this action is net formed, the same specific remedies hecome inefficient 
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the science of life greatly promoted. The more closely 
we attend to the phenomena of nature, the greater will 
be our stock of knowledge, and the more correct our 
views :—for facts must ever be the basis of truth. 

My design, in the following remarks, will be to point 
out some of the injurious consequences resulting from 
a source, which the great mass of mankind regard as 
highly pleasurable, and from which few have ever 
imagined that much evil can originate. The source to 
which I have reference, is the vegetable kingdom, but 
more especially that part of it, so universally selected 
as an object of delight. 

The fair and delicious flower of the garden, buds and 
blooms with the richest hues, and attracts us by its fra- 
grance. It would, notwithstanding its charms, fain exhale 
its fragrance to the air, and do us no harm; but man, not 
contented with beholding the varied tints with which 
nature has endowed this branch of creation, culls the 
“sweets delusive,” and for thus removing the flower 
from its native seat, he is afflicted with disease, or smit- 
ten by death. 

The very supposition, that fatal consequences may 
and do result from this source, has been treated with 
contempt, and will continue to be derided by many. 
But the records of medical history bear testimony to 
the fact, and daily experience lends her aid in confirma- 
tion of it. 

In the Bibliotheque Economique, published in the last 
century, | met with some interesting facts connected 
with this subject; and being desirous of placing the 
matter in a striking point of view, I have divested them 
of their native garb, for the purpose of convefng them 
intelligibly, to all who may read this paper. “ Mr. 
Ingenhouze, in his experiments on vegetables, speaks of 
sudden deaths, occasioned by a quantity of flowers 

laced in a little chamber, tightly closed. As this poison, 
says he, which is not feared by many persons, Is con- 
cealed under the garb of the most delicious perfume, 
persons have frequently perished from this cause, whose 
death was attributed to some other agent. In the 
summer of 1777, a woman wa: found dead in her bed, 
in the city of Londen, and this tragic issue could be 
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attributed to no other cause, than to a large quantity 
of lily flowers, placed near her bed, which was situated 
in a very small chamber. ‘The learned Tritier, in 
his medical works, notices the death of a young lady, 
| who was killed by exhalations from a large quantity of 
7 violet flowers, placed near her bed, in a room that was 
entirely closed. As examples of this kind have more 
, weight with the common people, than with those who 
7) are disposed to reason, we will relate two other positive 
| facts. The first is given by Mr. Incennouze: in 1764, 
a young lady slept with a servant in a small chamber, 
in which there was a large quantity of flowers; she 
awoke in the middle of the night, in great distress, and 
ready to die; not having strength to rise from her bed, 
she awakened the servant, who was likewise very sick, 
and in great fear of death. She, however, was better 
able to rise, and put the flowers out of the chamber ; 
she opened the windows, and thus saved herself and 
her companion from the danger, with which, both were 
menaced. 
Another instance is as follows : a lady of good health, 
though of a delicate constitution, complained annual- 
: ly of violent headaches, which affected her during 
three months, viz. May, June, and July. The reme- 
f dies emp!oyed were not successful; for, ignorant of the 
ri cause of the disease, the physicians who attended her, 
> Be perceiving that, excepting the headache, she enjoyed 
) : good health, had made use of triflang remedies. These 
| 
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pains in the head were most violent in the morning, 
and were dissipated on the approach of night. In the 
month of July, 1782, she went to the country, supposing 
that the pure air which she would there respire, would 
remove her disease ; but she was disappointed, and the 
reason was obvious. ‘This lady was accustomed to 
decorate her chamber with large bouquets of flowers, 
during the three months abovementioned, and every 
evening she scattered over her bed a great quantity of 
roses. Is it to be wondered, that she never awoke 
without headache? The roses, in which she so much 
delighted, were the direct cause of all her sufferings. 
She, however, ridiculed the idea, and for a long time 
refused to give it any credit; at length she tried the 
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experiment of going to bed without her flowers, and 
the next morning she awoke, free from headache. This 
induced her to discard her hitherto unsuspected source 
of pain. 

What then is the nature of this dangerous exhalation ? 
It is not the odour, properly so called—it is a portion 
of fixed air, which the flower exhales, from the moment of 
its expansion. Messrs. Prigsttey, Marricues, and In- 
GENHOUZE, were assured of this by several experiments. 
Any person may be satisfied on this subject with ease ; 
invert a bell-glass filled with water, over a vessel con- 
taining the same fluid, in which a rose, or any other 
flower is planted, by means of a smal] quantity of earth. 
In a few hours the water will be displaced, and the air 
in the vessel will be of such a nature, as to extinguish 
a lighted taper, or to destroy an animal immersed in it.”’ 

These remarks relate chiefly to flowers confined in a 
room; but the injurious influence of many flowers is 
much more extensive. We read in the Journal de Phy- 
sigue, volume 21st, of the bad effects resulting from 
the flowers of the Toxicodendron, which grew in a 
garden. ‘The flowers of the plants may certainly be 
as hurtful by their exhalations, as those of the plants 
just mentioned. 

| have known an instance in which the odour of 
magnolia flowers, (such as are commonly brought to 
our markets) produced considerable pain in the head, 
and general uneasiness, which always subsided on the 
removal of the flowers from the room. There are 
likewise many vegetable substances which are highly 
disagreeable to many persons. Thus, for example, the 
odour of what, in common language, are called huckle- 
berries, is so extremely offensive to some people, as to 
drive them out of a room in which those berries are 
placed. So also with cucumbers: there are not a few 
persons to whom the odour of this vegetable is most 
intolerable. If, therefore, such sensible effects are 
produced from these sources, why may not the odour 
of the flowers of very many plants produce, impercep- 
tibly, consequences which are equally bad or worse ? 
It must be admitted, that a portion of these effects 
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arise from individual predisposition, or what has been 
called idiosyncrasy. This may be the case, when one 
of a family only is affected in this way. But there can 
be no reason to doubt, that the exhalations from flowers 
placed in a chamber, completely closed, especially if 
there be no chimney place in the room, must be highly 
detrimental to health ; this is confirmed by some of the 
cases adduced. 

Very many females complain of affections of the 
head, during the season of flowers, and more then, than 
at any other time. The source of these affections, if 
carefully traced, would, in my opinion, often be disco- 
vered in the collections of flowers which these females 
make in their rooms. They who would be injured by 
the odour of flowers in a confined room, could not be 
benefited by those odours in a room well ventilated. 
The pernicious tendency of these odours, must produce 
their baneful effects to a certain extent, when flowers 
are placed in a room, under any circumstances that can 
be mentioned. 

I believe that physicians seldom. if ever, pay an} 
regard to the subject now under consideration. Never- 
theless, it is certainly a matter of no small moment, in 
the treatment of disease, to be fully aware of all its 
remote causes ; consequently, the source of disease 
which has just been investigated, deserves their serious 
attention. It is by a regard of minute circumstances, 
in great measure, that the science of medicine » ay be 
perfected. Great effects not unfrequently result from 
little causes, and it is the duty of every man, who de- 
sires the improvement of the medical profession, to 
pass by no fact, nor a single circumstance, however in- 
significant in appearance, W ithout pausing to weigh its 
worth, and estimate its legitimate tendency. 

If what is now alleged to be a source of disease, be 
so in reality, is it not of vast importance to attend to 
this matter? Of what avail will be all the remedies 
that can be resorted to, for the cure of a disease pro- 
duced by this cause, when the cause itself is either un- 
seen or disregarded’? The relief must be temporary 
only, for it can never be radical, while the cause remains 
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in full operation. I trust, therefore, that these remarks 
may have a tendency to make physicians more what 
they ought always to be, observers of nature. If this 
were their real practical character, their profession 
would become more honourable, and much more re- 


spectable.* 
Norréstown, Delaware, 1819. 


* Orpiia has related (vol. Hl. page 78.) many surprising instances of 
the deleterious effects of exhaled odours from flowers, and other per- 
fumes; but be thinks that they are not absolute poisons, and depend 
much upon the idiosyncrasy and nervous disposition of individuals. 
Be it as it may, these dangerous causes are not the less to be guarded 
against; it would be, therefore, highly important to know the most 
pernicious sorts of flowers. Those from bulbous roots are, probably, 
more dangerous, and appear to diffuse a deadly narcotic-like efflluvium ; 
of this kind we have seen also the magnolia, and the datura arborea of 
Peru, in the highest state of fragrance ; we would also mistrust the 
double violet, the jonquille, and the jasmine of the Cape of Good 
Hope. Although the rose bas been found pernicious to some, we be- 
lieve it is not generally so. It hasan aromatic and stimulating kind of 
odour, which is always gratifying to the sick. There are immense 
factories in the Levant, for the extraction of the essential enpyreumatic 
oil of roses: this is obtained by the power of the sun, and is not 
known to have any morbid influence ; the same may be observed of the 
orange flower, of all the carnation pinks, chamomile, and other aro- 
matic or spicy flowers. The extreme volatility of certain vegetable 
exhalations from camphor, from oil of aniseed, from the semen santoni- 
cum, &c. must, nevertheless, expose the organs of respiration to tempo- 
rary swoonings; in this respect they are similar to volatile animal oils, 
such as musk, and ambergris; but their operation is limited to a muscu 
lar relaxation, by which, they sometimes create a violent degree of an 
tipathy. —Ewit 
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Tue Procnostics and Crises of Hirrocrates, trans- 
lated from the Greek, with Critical and Explanatory 
Notes. By Henry Wittiam Ducacuet, m. pv. Licen- 
tiate of the Medical Faculty of Maryland; Member 
of the New-York Historical ‘Society, &c. 


WE have on a former occasion (Vol. 1V. New Se- 
ries, page 265,) discoursed on the great importance, 
which the writings of Hirrocrares had anciently ob- 
tained among civilized nations; how rapidly, at the 
renewal of literature, and after the discovery of the 
art of printing, from the manuscripts of his works, that 
could be collected in Europe and Asia, a great many 
copies were multiplied in various languages. During a 
period of three centuries, more than ten original texts 
have been embodied, by the care of different editors 
and learned emendators ; no less than five Latin trans- 
lations are, with these, deposited in the principal libra- 
ries of France and Germany. As for the translations 
of the same, into several modern languages, it would be 
difficult to enumerate them all. We have also noticed 
the principal commentators and translators in France, 
who, by their successive labours, have so much contri- 
buted to restore the works of the learned sage to their 
genuine and original purity. We may add, that the 
School of Medicine, of Paris, had long ago created 
a professorship merely to lecture on the medical phi- 
losophy of Hippocrates. 

In the year 1806, Mons. Caillau, of Bordeaux, pub- 
lished, also, a volume, on the physiology, hygien, semei- 
ology, and therpeutics of Hippocrates, as if the numer- 
ous subjects of his writings require to be condensed ina 
new and more methodical form. He presents that great 
master himself lecturing his sons, Thessalus and Draco, 
his son-in-law Polybius, and many others, to whom 
his medical doctrines are familiarly explained. ‘This 

author had models before him, who had taught lessons 
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of poetry from the mouth of cage magic from 
that of Zovoaster—of politics from Tacitus, and of 
Greek history from Anacharsis the younger. The 
works of Mons. de Mercy, of the faculty of Paris, 
which are still continued, and carried nearly to the com- 
pletion of the whole collection of the father of medicine, 
form an additional testimony of its excellence, always 
increased by age, and which has invariably prevailed, 
during a longer period than any philosophical system, 
and has perhaps been less opposed than any sectarian 
doctrinal creed. 

Our readers might accuse us of partiality to one 
nation, were we notable to produce an American monu- 
ment of the excellencies of Hippocratic doctrines, even 
at this remote period of time. We find that in Mexico, 
a work has been accomplished with great labour, me- 
thodically to arrange all matters and doctrines contained 
in the aphorisms, in an octavo book of a hundred pages, 
printed in that great city, 1817, by Professor ALoysius 
Josepnus Montanna, of the Royal and Pontifical uni- 
versity, &c. The following is an extract from his ad- 
dress to his pupils. 

* Attend young gentlemen! I now give you the book 
of Hippocrates: (permit me to use a simile) it will 
be for you, like the miraculous fish, that Rapnagc, the 
angel of God, showed to Tobias his ward by divine 
trust. Go and take it!—Open and dissect it! You 
will discover in its entrails medicines, which you will 
carry home for your comfort and the cure of your 
friends. Dear gentlemen; Rarnaget was a model to 
those who are to profess the divine art of medicine: but 
you will have astill more extensive theatre ; that of all 
mankind ; and for it, perhaps greater divine power will 
be granted to you, than to the private directions of the 
guardian angel.” 

It is remarkable, that this enthusiasm has been al- 
inost universally excited, notwithstanding the numerous 
errors Or doctrinal sentences in the ancient work we 
consider, the truth of which has not been justified by 
the observation of succeeding ages. These have been 
ascribed, in part, to accidental or intentional altera- 
tions, by copyists, or by ignorant or systematic commen- 

Vol. 5. 20 
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tators ; also to the limited progress of physiology and 
natural philosophy in those distant ages. Be it as it 
may, the greater body of principles and observations 
of Hippocrates, have been found so admirably corres- 
ponding to the laws of nature, that he has been recog- 
nised, either as possessor of the medical science of 
preceding and future ages, or as the sole oracle of 
nature! 

The progress of medical philosophy in the English 
dominions, during the two last centuries, has been some- 
what differently directed, and their best physicians have 
perhaps neglected a subject so familiar to their conti- 
nental neighbours. In their vernacular language, we 
could hardly designate one or two partial translations, 
and the best of them is old and obsolete. It is, therefore, 
a matter of congratulation, and much to the honour 
of our schools, that new disciples should provide for 
translations of the principal works of Hippocrates. 
The first attempt may not have been as perfect as the 
nature of the andertaking might require ; but it has re- 
mained a useful incentive to meritorious industry, and 
a pledge for future success. 

The books of the prognostics and the crises of Hrr- 
POCRATES are now presented to the American public, 
— from the Greek, by Henry W. Deucacuer, 

This performance, of no ordinary merit, claims alto- 
gether our attention and recommendation. A few errors 
or mistakes, from the original text mto our vernacular 
language, will only evince the greater difficulties which 
are hardly avoidable, by recurring to an idiom with 
which so few can be familiar. The first aphoristie sen- 
tence of the third section, is meant, in the original, to 
establish the judgment of fevers, by the number of 
days elapsed before death or recovery. Forstus has 
translated it thus: ‘‘ Febrium judicationes iisdem nume- 
rantur diebus, guibus et evadunt et moriuntur homines.” 
A more ancient translation, by Morevivs, in 1557, con- 
firms this sense. ‘‘ Febres judicantur in wsdem numero 
diebus, ex quibus, et superstites evadunt homines et ex 
quibus pereunt.”” The words 7mepnst rov apOuov are, in 
the original text, farther proof, that it is a question here 
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of numbering days. Htrrocrares wished us therefore 
to beware that the number of days preceding a salutary 
resolution, or a fatal issue of fevers, were the only 
means for determining their judgment and character ; 
as he more minutely explains in the following sentences. 
The present translation, however, gives us a very dif- 
ferent meaning: ‘* Fevers come to a crisis on the same 
days on which it is observed that the sick generally recover 
or die.”? Here the attention is diverted from the num- 
ber of days, and leaves us to a fact which, without 
Hippocrates, any body can decide upon; that is, a 
crisis of the disease, when the patient is cured, or when 
he dies. 

In the seventh aphoristic sentence of his book, where 
the subject, usually called the Hippocratic countenance, 
is so strongly depicted, another material omission has 
been made by the translator; that is, the green colour 
or hue, by which the face may be suffused. Forsius 
says, Totius faciet ex viride pallescens. The words, 
xgoswnov xrweor, of the text are still more expressive of 
the greenish complexion of a dying man. In the times 
of Hiprocrates, perhaps it was more frequent than in 
our days. In the third aphorism of the book of crises, 
we are of opinion that Hippocrates did not derive 
any bad omen from alvine discharges, which during 
fevers, would merely be very offensive; the original 
text applies only to that peculiar fetor which bespeaks 
gangrene, and an approaching dissolution. In the fifth 
sentence of the same book, it is not the red, but the 
yellow colour of urine, with a white sediment, from 
which a happy crisis is augured, &c. Its.gcarcely 
necessary to mention, that we refer ourselves to the 
Greek and Latin texts of Forsivs, in all these remarks. 
We hope not to be reproached with carping or seeking 
faults in this translation, which, with a bw exceptions, 
we declare to be correct, and an unquestionable test of 
literary talents. We have only wished to suggest, that, 
in a performance of the kind, a greater reliance should 
have been placed in any modern, approved Latin text, 
than to the Greek, with which our acquaintance, how- 
ever unquestionable, could seldom be critical and fa- 
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miliar enough, to be a sure guide of controvertible 
points. 

Dr. D. has divided, it appears, the book of the 
prognostics into three sections, although it is not so in 
several ancient texts we have examined. ‘This mode 
imposes the necessity of different numerations from 
those of the ancient (2conomie or explanationes ; and 
so far renders it difficult to compare texts. The addi- 
tion of the two last sentences, 70 and 71, from the 
Greek text, although they had been rejected by former 
emendators, should have been left out, as being contra- 
dictory to a preceding apothegm. ‘The book itself of 
the crises, is far inferior to that of the prognostics, as 
is acknowledged by the translator; but furthermore, 
it has been judged to be in a mutilated state, and a 
medley from various other books of Hitprocrates.* 

There is much good sense throughout the notes, with 
which Dr. D. often and agreeably interrupts the reader 
of his translation. We regret that, in every one of 
them, except they are relative to the text, he says too 
little upon a good thing; and had he said more, non 
erat hic locus. We may then be permitted to con- 
clude, that many of them might have been dispensed 
with. 

In the note (page 14), on the subject of different 
countenances in various diseases, we beg leave to 
dissent from the belief of a momentary similitude of 
dying persons to some of their relations, to whom they 
did not bear any resemblance when in health; this phe- 
nomenoais too marvellous ; and it looks as if fabricated 
in nurseries; it is not accordant to the laws of nature, 
much less to the strong alterations of the human face, 
depicted by Hippocrates; and should not have been 
appended to one of his writings. 

The apothegm 41 (page 23), about pus, is plain and 
true, and ina general sense requires no explanation ; 
but, in the whole of the note of the translator, on 
this subject, the various qualities and characters of pus, 


* Vid. Magni Hirrocrates, opera omnia, &c. Greek and Latin. 
Frankfort edit. in folio. By Anutivus Forsws. 1595. pag. 36. tom. 1. 

Forz, a German name, Fors, French—Foesivs, Latin—Fesivs is a 
corruption of the same, vid. Medical Repository, vol. XIV. page 221. 
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giobular appearance between two glasses, specific gra- 
vity, and what not, are, like in many recent books, left 
incomplete. Dr. D. and others have omitted to re- 
mark, that pus changes or loses its good qualities and 
attributes, according to the system or parts of the body 
from which it issecreted. From the glands, and espe- 
cially from the conglomerate, it may be black, blue, 
and very foetid, without portending any danger ; from 
the bones, and from a necrosis, it is extremely offensive ; 
from the parts of generation, or from the best kind of 
small-pox, it is excessively nauseating ; and yet, never 
a fatal sign in any of those cases. We have seen a 
large abscess of the thyroid gland, which being opened, 
produced lypothimia in all the numerous attendants, 
both by its horrid colour, and excrementitious fetor. 
How different are the ways of nature! The pus dis- 
charged from an advanced state of pulmonary consump- 
tion, is perfectly white, light, and inodorous. In any 
surgical case, the pus from muscular, and cutaneous 
tissue, if of gummy or sanious appearance, no doubt 
will bespeak danger. 

Sneezing (page 46), observed as a symptom of conva- 
lescence, from the old Frenchcomplimentary benediction, 
is not altogether admissible. Of it we know, that 
when it occurs repeatedly and convulsively, it is the sure 
harbinger of a catarrh, or of an ordinary cold; but if it 
sometimes takes place during convalescence, it is no 
more a certain proof of it, than the return of any other 
organic function. From the French good manners, that 
was anciently attended to, of addressing a blessing 
(* que Dieu vous benisse’’), or a good wish (“a vos 
souhaits”), to a sneezing person, we have a poof that 
it has once been a very fatal symptom, instead of a sign 
of convalescence. During a part of the fifteenth and 
the whole of the sixteenth century, Europe had seldom 
ceased to be the theatre of pestilence, of different per- 
nicious diseases, and influenzas. Without enumerating 
them, we may notice the repeated occurrences of the 
Sudor Anglicanus, which, from the period 1485 till 1551, 
broke out several times in London, with the utmost 
mortality. It was shortly after, and under the pontifi- 
cate of Gregory XIV., 1563, that a malignant catarrh, 
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which desolated France and Italy, was invariably ush- 
ered in by a convulsive sneezing. 

As customary in Catholic countries, during calamities, 
public prayer, humiliation, and fasting, were universally 
ordered by the Pope. Many having perished, and 
every survivor having witnessed the fatality of sneezing, 
in some of his friends or relations, it became natural to 
exclaim, pray, bless, or give a last farewell to any per- 
son in the act of sneezing; the custom has continued 
many centuries after the epidemic (which was never 
again witnessed, ) had ceased. 

In reading the judicious remarks of Dr. Ducacuer, 
on that pathological phenomenon called metastasis, we 
regret that he should admit it only as a transfer of mor- 
bid action, and not of morbid matter. And why? Be- 
cause, forsooth, this isan unfashionable doctrine! Is the 
gout in the stomach a transfer only of morbid action ? 
Is not the catamenial blood transported sometimes to 
the nose, or to the mouth, and even to the eye? Is not 
the milk liable to be dispersed, or deposited in different 
parts of the female body? And is it not on the benefit 
of transferred fluids that he himself depends, when he 
recommends (see page 109.) for dropsy, a certain di- 
uretic and cathartic remedy, for the exhibition of which, 
he presents his reader a truly excellent direction. If 
fluids or matters are thus transferable, from cavities to 
secretory organs, would it be an injudicious doctrine, 
which directs us to guard against the metastasis of the 
matter of an ulcer, or of an extensive suppurating 
ulcer of a fistula, or of ascrofulous effusion ? 

In concluding the above observations, we must be 
permitted to hope, that we have not outstripped the 
bounds of our task, of critically analyzing a recent pub- 
lication, so particularly connected with the science of 
medicine; and which our readers have a right to ex- 

ect from us, provided it has been conducted with truth 
and liberality. With the same rule, we think it our 
duty to recommend the above translation, which, with 
an inconsiderable number of imperfections, is, never- 
theless, correct in style, perspicuous, and well adapted 
to the sententious composition of the father of medi- 


cine. 
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Dr. Ducacuet is doubly entitled to the thanks o, 
the profession, for a work equally useful and meritorious, 
which did not exist in the vernacular language ; for hav- 
ing given an example of industry and classical erudition, 
truly calculated to excite emulation, to diffuse an 
improved taste for medical literature, and to reflect 


honour to his ALMA MATER of New-York. 
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The Mepicat and Surcicat Reaister: consisting 
chiefly of cases in the New-York Hospital. By Joun 
Warts, Jun. m. bp. VALENTINE Mort, m. vb. and 
Acexanper H. Stevens, mM. D- vo. 164 pages. 
1818. 


FACTS, judgment, and theory, have analytically been 
pointed at, as standing like the sacred tripod of medi- 
cine. Facts we must have, to exercise the judgment, 
and from inferences, certain principles are established 
to form a theory: the whole being embodied, we come 
at the science of medicine. 

So extensive and important is the scope of facts in 
the study of medicine, that in proportion to their num- 
ber and import, our knowledge of the healing art can 
be defined sufficient or imperfect. It may even be 
said, that the study of it would be fruitless, was it not 
incessantly assisted and guided by the evidence of fact 
and observation. 

The ancients, who had not the help of elementary 
treatises of the anatomy of the human body, of its dis- 
eases, nor any useful collection of facts,.relative to 
their relief and cure, except what was recorded in 
the archives of temples, or colleges of priests, were to- 
tally deprived of the science of medicine; and Hipro- 
CRATES, who first created it, had previously been obliged 
to visit all those sacred and distant resorts of useful 
knowledge. We are, certainly, far better situated in 
the age we live, when a few books of medical re- 
cords, such as the Sepulchretum Boneti, the Epistles of 
Morgagni, and the Dissections of Vicq D’Azyr, con- 
tain, perhaps, more primordial facts for the science of 
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medicine, than could have been anciently collected i: 
the above-mentioned mysterious recesses of worship. 
There are no circumscribed limits to human science, 
because perfection is not an attribute of human wisdom ; 
and however abundant and apparently sufficient our re- 
cords of medical facts might be, they have been consi- 
derably increased in this new world, where a laudable 
emulation, heightened by motives of philanthropy, has 
treasured up new materials from new theatres of dis- 
eases and observations: hence these very pages we 
toil upon, were long ago planned and devised, as a large 
repository of medical facts, to which we patiently add 


something every day. Others besides the editors of 


the Medical Repository have, in the same mode, suc- 
cessively contributed much to the stock of facts for 
medical philosophy ; and among the latter we rank the 
Hospital Register, now under consideration, being prin- 
cipally intended as a collection of medical and surgical 
facts, from one of the most extensive charitable insti- 
tutions in this country; a theatre, also, of regular and 
scientific practice. But materials of the kind, before 
they can be admitted as authoritative in the course of 
studies, and for the improvement of science, should be 
marked with certain analytic characters, besides that of 
authenticity; without which, they would be exception- 
able in inductive medical philosophy, -and therefore 
might be rejected. A few of the characters we will 
mention, merely to guard the searchers of truth against 
dangers of error or prejudice. 

A conclusive medical fact, indeed, is either the proof 
of a disease, or of a symptom from an unknown cause, 
and vice versd; or it is proposed as a matter of doubt, 
or inquiry. In fine, it may be dogmatically and doc- 
trinally asserted, as resolving a question, or proving a 
principle. Such fact i is, therefore, an appeal to judg- 
ment for discovering a trath, or for the illustration of an 
important point of medical doctrine. Then, the rule 
to judge a medical fact, in relation to science, must cer- 
tainly depend upon the mind of the physician, which it 
guides, upon the opinion which it rectifies, and upon 
practical means which it improves. Should none of these 
ends be answered, it could not be approved. A short 
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exposition of the medical facts, contained in the 
Hospital Register, will soon assist our readers to de- 
termine whether any of the cases in this collection 
have or have not answered the purpose of medical 
improvement, 

Important medical facts are here introduced by Joun 
Warts, M. D. one of the principal contributors to the 
work ; and the more interesting, as they relate to a dis- 
ease fatal and frequent in this climate. from drinking cold 
water during the heat of the day. Many in the seizure 
of cramp in the stomach, were last year admitted into the 
hospital, and successfully treated. We are informed that 
the best mode of treatment was that of large bleedings, 
stimulating enemata, and frictions on the body with aqua 
ammonie. Very few died under this treatment; and 
by autopsic examination it was proved, that an ultimate 
result of this sudden attack, was a preternatural action 
of the heart and arteries; thence of the encephalic 
system. the ventricles of which having been found com- 
pletely filled with serum. Another opinion of the wri- 
ter, (the truth of which we are particularly satisfied 
of,) is, that many of those who died in the city, were 
equally victims of this apoplectic prognosis in case of 
cramp, as of the injudicious and extravagant adminis 
tration of laudanum, a popular remedy under the direc- 
tion of our humane institutions. The whole of this 
essay, equally instructive and critical, is particularly 
interesting for the practitioners and guardians of public 
health in large cities. 

A case of hepatitis, described by the same observer, 
was complicated with an abscess of the liver. The 
patient expectorated, for a long time, a quantif} of pu- 
rulent and bilious matter, to the quantity of half a pint, 
at least every twenty-four hours. The author does 
not account, however, for the pathological phenomenon 
of an abscess of the liver. which if discharged through 
the lungs, it must have been through the diaphragm, the 
pleura and the bronchie adhering by inflammation in a 
kind of solid mass, (vide our preceding number of this 
volume, page 94). In this case, like in the small num- 
ber of those that have been recorded, copious bleed 
ings were judiciously and successfully resorted to. 

Vol. 5. 27 
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A case of Apoplexy is next exhibited, the cause oi 
which could not be identified till after death, when u 
was traced to corrosion of blood-vessels on the dura 
mater, In consequence of caries of the skull. A state- 
ment of anterior diseases of this subject, which could 
not probably be obtained, would have been desirable, 
for a more complete monography of the case. 

A chorea Sancti Vite was, by a novel, but highly judi- 
cious mode of treatment, successfully controlled by 
wrapping the patient in flannel bandages, while the 
tincture of castor was incessantly and freely adminis- 
tered. ‘This was suggested as the most eflicient indica- 
tion; from the cause of the disease having appeared to 
be mercurial fumes, to which the individual had been 
exposed in the pursuit of his occupation, and which 
constituted a primordial irritation from the surface ot 
the body, to the external muscular system. 

Dr. ALexaNnper H. Stevens, one of the surgeons of 
the hospital, is also a large contributor to this Register. 
by observations of ligatures on arteries, concerning 
cataracts, and on the means of recovery after submer- 
sion. These are inscribed to the board of the Humane 
Society of New-York, and do advert, ina masterly man- 
ner, to the principal directions heretofore given by them, 
either for proposed alterations, or for improvements of 
the best practical means for resuscitation of the drowned. 
In justice to the excellent views of the addresser, we 
cannot refrain from admitting, in these limited pages, 
his remarks on the first article of directions. 

‘ The first of these directions is as follows: “* Avoid 
any violent agitation of the body, such as rolling it 
upon a cask, or hanging it up by the heels, but care- 
fully convey it with the head a little raised to the 
nearest house.”’ ‘It must be allowed, that, where bet- 
ter means can be employed without ‘loss of time, the 
practice of rolling the body upon a cask ought not te 
be adopted. The impression, however, conveyed by 
your direction, is, that such treatment is positively in- 
jurious ; which probably is not correct. Numerous 
cases of recovery after submersion are related, in which 
life appears to have been restored by rolling the body 
upon a cask, and other analogous practices: such, for 
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instance, as placing the body across the back of a horse, 
and making the animal trot. The utility of these means, 
which was discovered long before their mode of action 
was fully understood, is perfectly explicable by a refer- 
ence to the mechanism of the organs of respiration. 
This process takes place by the alternate enlargement 
and diminution of the capacity of the chest, produced 
respectively by the elevation and depression of the ribs. 
Death by drowning is induced chiefly by reason of a 
suspension of this process ;—first for the want of air, 
and after the person is taken from the water, from the 
inability to move the chest. In these cases the primary 
object is to restore respiration—to do precisely that, 
which every animal must incessantly do, in order to 
live, and which the patient would do, had he not lost 
the power, i.e. to raise and depress alternately the 
chest. I have published a very simple and successful 
mode of doing this with the hands: permit me to ex- 
plain how the same object is effected by the practice 
you reprobate :—As the body is pushed forwards with 
the breast upon the turning cask, the anterior part of 
the thorax is pressed towards the spine. and towards the 
face. The sides of the chest are drawn, at the same 
time, towards the feet and towards each other; and in 
the further advance of the body upon the cask, the con- 
tents of the abdomen are pressed towards the upper 
part of the chest. The capacity of the thorax being 
thus diminished in front, at the sides and below, the air 
(of which some always remains'in the lungs) is forced 
out. When the patient is drawn back, all these circum- 
stances are reversed, and air is consequently inhaled. 
I hope these explanations will not be comsi®ered as 
irrelevant ; my object is to show that the practice your 
directions condemn, is sanctioned both by experience 
and by reason. Your reprobation of it is the more to 
be lamented, because it is often the only means that 
can be adopted. It is even questionable, if, in every 
case, it do not offer a better chance of success, than a 
compliance with the subsequent directions. 

‘Your printed papers next direct to “ Strip and dry 
the body, and lay it in a warm blanket, which must be 
changed every few minutes. If a child, place it be- 
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tween two persons in a warm bed.’’ Were any one of 
you to find a domestic animai—(excuse the familiar 
iflustration)--were any one of you to find a horse, 
strangled by his halter, and cold and wet, would you 
rub him dry, and cover him with warm blankets, in 
order to resuscitate him? or would you loose the cord 
around his neck, and let him breathe? Every animal 
submersed in water is in a State of suffocation, and if 
not taken out before the power of voluntary respiration 
is lost, it has, or might as well have, a cord about its 
neck, until air is made to enter the lungs. Because 
bodies taken from under water are generally cold, it 
does not follow, that the application of heat is the best 
means of restoring life. ‘The coldness arises from the 
interruption of respiration. and the first object should 
be to restore that function which is the source of animal 
heat. What would the advocates of a contrary doc- 
trine do with a person apparently dead from drowning 
ina warm bath? If to restore animal heat by external 
means be the primary object, then the person who is 
nearly drowned in the warm bath should immediately 
be plunged under the warm watei, that every part of 
his body may be heated: even the head should be kept 
beneath the surface of the water! For, what is the 

utility of letting it be above water, if the lungs are not 
to be filled with air? Such treatment would indeed 
warm, but it would never resuscitate a cold, and appa- 
rently lifeless body. Paint to yourselves the situation 
of a breathless “ child, placed between two persons in 
a warm bed.” It is cold chiefly because respiration, 
the source of its heat, is suspended. Its situation pre- 
cludes the application of means for inflating the Jungs. 
it would lose nothing by exchanging places with the 
patient who is held under warm water in order to be 
resuscitated. But enough of reasoning ;—let us appeal! 
to experience. Children are often apparently drowned 
immediately after their birth, by lying with their faces 
ina pool of water. No well informed practitioner, or 
nurse, attempts to resuscitate them by the application 
of external heat. The means which are found success- 
ful, are patting the buttocks, tossing the body about, 
exposing it to fresh air, and above all, inflating the 
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iungs. Can any good reason be assigned for pursuing a 
different practice in cases of asphyxia from submersion?” 

Among several instructive cases by Dr. A. H. Sre- 
vENS, we like to dwell on that of fungus hematodes of 
the eye, on which he has operated, and caused excel- 
lent delineations of the tumours to be drawn. From 
the results of treatment and extirpation, the Doctor 
has candidly concluded that not one ray of consolation 
could be derived from medical or surgical help. How- 
ever well founded on experience this opinion might be, 
we would consider a variety of causes with which they 
may be connected, besides a cancerous diathesis. The 
third ease here related, we have been particularly:ac- 
quainted with: in almost every respect the woman en- 
joyed a perfect health; and had she been labouring 
under a cancerous disposition, it is rather surprising 
that she should have gone through a healthy and success- 
ful gestation of nine months. A carcinomatous eye, 
or its state of fungus hematodes, has been known to 
have originated from a diseased dura mater, from exos- 
ostosis, from caries, and we may add, from syphilitic 
causes. When the extirpating knife could reach the 
primordial seat of the disease, it was effectually re- 
moved: instances also have been recorded of the cure 
of the sime, by the help of internal remedies only. 
On this subject, however, we are glad to mention, that 
if the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Surgery are 
consulted,* it will be seen that the same operation 
was successfully performed by Fabricius Hildanus, in 
{581;—by Surgeon Herman Seelen; (vide Muys, Prax. 
Medico-Chirurg. rational. Decad. xii. obs. 1.;)—by a 
Vander-Maas of Amsterdam, in 1748 ;-—-and%by a Mr. 
Kaltschmied, in the same year ;—and by a Mr. Hoin 
of France, in 1757, (vid. Memoires de Académie de 
Chirurgie, vol. V.) 

Vatentine Mott, M. D. Professor of Surgery, and 
one of the attending surgeons of the New-York Hospi- 
tal, presents us several surgical monographies with a 
novel and important operated case for aneurism. It 
appears to us that the case of a compound fracture of 
the os femoris, and which terminated favourably, is the 
least important of all; although we have taken some 
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trouble to understand the nature of it, and the instruc- 
tive circumstances, if there are any in the management, 
which could merit some attention. In relation to a 
perfect knitting of the fractured parts, nothing has been 
effected ; since the leg remained four inches shorter ; 
(vid. page 72) and with respect to the preservation of 
his life, the attending surgeon informs us that “‘ to a con- 
stitution almost unsubduable, the patient was greatly in- 
debted for his recovery.’? ‘The case, also, having been 
complicated with a large abscess, and an extensive 
cavity with many apertures or incisions successively 
made, with a simple fracture near the great trochan- 
ter, and a compound one a few inches from the knee ; 
we regret that so many interesting topics for observa- 
tion and description, have severally been neglected. 
The case of circular callous ulcer, in the bottom of the 


foot, is represented to have been cured by an ointment 


of oxide of copper and lard. ‘This is an interesting 
fact, because it suggests that the ulcer must have origi- 
nated from some acrid or alkaline humour, on which a 
neutralizing remedy has acted as it were chemically. 

Moreaeni (Ep. 57.) had seen the substances of 
muscles eubasele altered, softened, and decomposed 
by the presence of a rheumatic humour. Here, the 
patient is said to have previously had several ulcers on 
the leg; and also that four or five months afler he was 
cured, he returned to the hospital, with the same disease: 
ithad, therefore, been a proper matter of medical inquiry 
to ascertain the diathesis of young Middleton. Vice 
d’Azyr has mentioned, that two lads of fifteen, and 
another of thirteen years of age, had suffered most 
violent attacks of gout in the lower extremities, (En- 
cyclop. Method. tom. ti. page 543.) 

We come next to the famous ligature of the Arteria 
innominata; which being the first subject introduced 
into the Register, we would feel happy to have placed 
at the same rank in our pages, as extending the do- 
minion of surgery and professional usefulness in the 
United States: but even for our brethren and fellow 
citizens, we would not claim honours and laurels that 
are not merited, much less if they are not possibly 
attainable. A great publicity having been given to this 
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operation at an early period, by Professor Mort him- a 
self, he must have been aware that its novelty would 
excite much curiosity,—that the justifiableness of the 
operation would be thoroughly scrutanized, and that 
he must be prepared against the shafts of criticism. 
This has come, it appears, by very severe thrusts upon 
him, from quarters too, where the antagonists are as 
well trained to polemic subjects, as we would wish him 
io bear up, without deprecating any thersites, nor chal- 
lenging any more expert gladiators. At this late period 
since the opening of the contest, we still remain im- 
partial spectators. Even the honour of sitting as judges, 
if it ever could devolve upon us, never would be biassed 
for the honour of our fellow-citizen, and much less 
against that of science. 

Our present task for completing this our critical re- 
view, will therefore be limited, first to a short history 
of the case of Bateman previous to the operation ; 
secondly, to the exposition of objections raised against 
the operator and the operation; and thirdly, to our 
candid opinion in any correlative circumstance which 
has not yet been controverted. 

I. A week only before he entered the hospital, March 
Ist, 1818, this seaman, belonging to an eastern vessel, 
while at work on ship-board, accidentally tell on his 
right arm, shoulder, and the back part of his head. 
Two days after he experienced great pain in his shoul- 
der and arm, which gradually swelled very much: when 
admitted, he had also a catarrhal affection, which, with 
the inflammation of the upper extremity, were gradu- 
ally relieved. ‘Three weeks after, and only then, a 
tumefaction, above, and posterior to right clavicle, was 
perceived, and was repeatedly blistered with a view to 
discuss it: it is even said, that by this application it was 
considerably diminished. 

Until this period (3d of May), about sixty-eight days 
after Bateman had met with a fall on ship-board, he 
had never been without pain in his arm and shoulder : 
the motions of the same were limited, and he was 
obliged to keep itinasling. At that time he felt some- 
thing give way in the tumour, which suddenly increased. 
and a pulsation was distinctly perceived in it. May 4th, 
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he was transferred to the surgical side of the house ; 
and until the 11th, the day of operation, the pulsation 
in the tumour had varied, not being so distinct, although 
the tumour itself had increased in size, and the arm 
had been rendered more useless. The patient was 
naturally of a spare habit; and we are told. that from 
the nature of his disease, and from confinement, he was 
much reduced in strength. So much we can say from 
what has been recorded, and from what we have seen 
ourselves. The operation for aneurism, by intercepting 
the subclavian artery, or the innominata, was performed 
by Professor Mort, assisted by Professor Wricut Post, 
and occupied nearly one hour. The patient was after- 
wards daily reported to be, in every respect, improving. 
On the ninth day, a small slough having detached from 
the bottom of the wound, aconsiderable hemorrhage took 
place, but was promptly checked. On the fourteenth 
day, the large ligature was floating upon the pus, and 
completely separated. On the twenty-third day, he 
bled considerably from the wound; and after several 
returns of hemorrhage, died on the twenty-sixth day 
after the operation. 

From remarks expressed above, our readers will 
excuse our forbearing any further extract from the ac- 
count of the treatment and dissection given by Dr. 
Mort. 

The first criticism and judgment passed against the 
operation of the ligature on the arteria innominata, was 
inserted in the American Medical Recorder of Philadel- 
phia, conducted by Jonn Eperte, M. D.—No. 1. vol. 
il. Jan. 1819. page 78. It was therein argued with 
remarks, and extracts from a pamphlet published by 
Professor Morr himself on the subject, “ that he had 
totally mistaken the case ;—that there had been no an- 
eurism in it ;-—and that poor Bateman had been unneces- 
sarily subjected to the operation, which evidently caused 
his death.”” The supposed nature of the disease also 
from the alleged symptoms, and the history of the autop. 
sia, were strongly objected to; pointing out emphatically 
the omitted description of the aneurismal tumour, which 
after death it had been in his power to notice and pro- 
duce, if it had existed! This public and direct attack 
was not announced merely as a polemic kind of criti- 
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i cism, but as an umportant disclosure, at once implicating 
THE CHARACTER OF THE SURGEON AND THE PROFESSION- 
au MAN. Weare sorry to observe, that in answer to 
this statement, nothing better was produced, and with 
much delay, than an anonymous pamphlet, avowedly 
written by a student of medicine, and defective m point 
of argument. The feelings of the writer were so much 
incensed and irritated, that he thought at one time, he 
was contending with a young opponent, and at another 
with an old and experienced practitioner.—He charged 
him to be prejudiced by envy, malice, and ignorance, 
and terminated his rodomontade as a fearless and vo- 
luntary champion, ready to repel any future detraction ! 
lle nevertheless did not remove the charges already 
promulgated against his friend or tutor! At least, it 
appeared soto us. The manner and mode of this de- 
fence were, indeed, so exceptionable, that in a succeed- 
ing number, the writer in the Philadelphia Recorder 
chose to recognise his opponent in the garb of Fair 
PLAY IS A JEWEL, by alleging, that Professor Morr, while 
in Philadelphia, had himself distributed that pamphlet. 

At this stage of the contest, we apprehend that there 
has been a remissness on the part of the New-York 
operator, as he seems to have rested his defence on a 
very unsatisfactory paper; this silence has, therefore, 
proyoked a third and still more vigorous criticism of 
ihe operation, in the Recorder of July, under the title 
of ‘“ Remarks on a Paper in the New-York Hospital Re- 
ports, &c. page 374;” addressed to the editor and sign- 
edu. This writer calmly investigates the case of 
Bateman, on the ground of a novel and exceptionable 
practice, which, if not exposed, might affec{ the repu- 
tation of a large portion of the medical commanity ! 
Analyzing the alleged symptoms of aneurism, he does 
not find them applicable in this instance. He reproves at 
once the judgment of the case, the operation, the whole 
management from beginning to end, the account of the 
appearances after death; and furthermore attempts to 
prove that Professor M. has not correctly explained 
how the supply of blood could take place after the ar- 
teria innominata was tied. Of this other antagonist, 
we ted that he possesses an abundant share ef 
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surgical theory and clinical skill; but, as we were pre- 

sent, with other practitioners, at the operation, which 
of its nature must have been delicate and tedious, we 
witnessed nothing like subdividing, pulling, aud bruizing, 
to lay, the foundation of an interna! abscess: other 
causes of this mischief may be easily pointed out. <A 
surgeon’s composure, and steadiness of hand, could 
not meet with a more trying task, nor prove excep- 
tionable without many witnesses; not one of whom, 
we cordially believe, could object to the dexterity of 
Professor Mott :—*“‘ est modus in rebus, sunt certi denique 

nes !?°— 

Il]. The last part of our task, is a promised and 
candid opinion, in one or many correlative cir- 
cumstances which have not been controverted. We 
will do it, with equal regard to matter and things : hop- 
ing to remain perfectly neutral among the present an- 
tagonists. 

§ 1. Professor Mott had in view, no doubt, to prove, by 
his anatomical knowledge and eaperiments, that the ar- 
terial trunk called the arleria mnominata, the second in 
size in the system of circulation, could absolutely be 
destroyed without materially affecting the laws of cir- 
culation. We would hardly presume to proffer a word 
of censure against the project, precisely at the time in 
which Astley Cooper tied the aorta descendens, and, 
in which, Richerand did, with a great deal more success, 
saw off ribs from the thoracic cavity, and cut out four 
square inches of the pleura, without impairing, but tem- 
porally, the laws of respiration. But the conception 
of the design of Dr. Mott, was the least part required 
for the success of the attempt, and we lament that he 
did not, at least, select a better subject to experiment 
upon. He tells us himself that—‘ the constitution of 
the patient was indeed very old, and with an ill-condi- 
tioned habit, favourable to the process of ulceration.” 
But we can say more: we discovered, one or two days 
after the operation, that the arterial system of Bate- 
man was fast approaching to the morbid alteration of 
ossification: many earthy tubercles were distinetly felt 
in the radial artery ; and we informed Dr. Mott Camp- 
bell, the house physician, of it. This is a frequent mor: 
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bid alteration among the labouring and weather-worn 
glass of people in North America: they are, by it, 
protected against rheumatic, arthritic, and gouty com- 

laints, and from concretions in the joints. We have 
observed, also, that in such subjects, arterial anasto- 
mosing branches are more dilated, and in cases of am- 
putation, they require two or three ligatures more than 
usual. These baving been our impressions, Professor 
Mott will therefore readily suppose, that we never had 
any favourable opinion of this first experiment on the 
body of Bateman, aged 55. 

§ 1. A few months after the examination of the body, 
Professor Mott read an account of the case and of 
the operation to the Literary and Philosophical Society, 
and published “that he was happy to be the bearer of a 
message to surgery, containing new and important re- 
sults.’ We have, therefrom, understood that he was 
sanguine of some great advantage arising from his ope- 
ration; should we, however, conclude that no benefit 
whatever has been derived from it, we hope that the 
message may be considered as premature. Men aspiring 
to fame, are in no way to be blamed, but they should 
guard against setting too much value on themselves 
or their acts, lest, in case of diversity of opinion or 
clashing of doubts, they should be less impartially, and 
more severely, judged. 

We take it for granted, that the operation itself of 
dissecting behind the clavicle, down to the arteria inno- 
minata, properly to insulate and intercept it by a liga- 
ture, is a difficult and delicate surgical performance ; 
but no more than what we might expect from several 
young well-exercised dissecters’ hands. Thewesult of 
such operation, only, is to be examined and impartially 
weighed; nor can we esteem it a great discovery that 
no injury was effected by the operation, against any of 
the epieen of the heart or brain, &c. Admitting 
also that inevitable causes have opposed the abso- 
lute interception of the arteria innominata, or render- 
ed it temporary only, the problem of its justifiableness 
is not yet resolved, nor is the question, whether in any 
similar case it would be required, justly decided : 
it remains a postulatum respecting the arterial diameter, 
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the impetus of the moles movenda at such a vicimty to 
the heart, on which. we would be happy to be possessed 
of more inductive data, to reason uponcorrectly. We 
hope to be pardoned in thus erecting another motive 
of censure for an experiment, which we reprove, sooner 
than we would the supposed error of judging an aneu- 
rism where there was none. Had this lamentable mis- 
take taken place, we would exclaim Humanum est 
errare! and rejoice in the useful application, for every 
one of us, of more prudence and attention in the re- 
sponsible acts of our profession. But should a farther 


extension of an error have promoted the desire ot 


celebrity from a case which establishes no precedent 
nor any useful rules, we would freely denounce it as a 
great departure from principles of humanity, and from 
judgment, on which rests the public confidence claimed 
by the noble science of medicine, and by the benefi- 
cent art of surgery. Such an act would be an irrepara- 
ble offence thrown into the face of a profession, which, 
for having once mistaken the choice of a favourite, 
would promptly recall its honours and inflict punish- 
ment. 

§ 1. Professor Mott has carefully remarked, that, 
‘previous to the operation on Bateman, he had directed 
a consultation of his colleagues to be called, consisting 
of Drs. Post, Kissam, and Stevens; that he stated to 
them what he intended to do and perform, and all that 
he was permitted to do;” he, therefore, explained 
that if he should find the subclavian artery diseased, 
he would place the ligature on the innominata. _ Is the 
word permission meant here as an ultimate result from 
convincing discussion, or as a polite compliance with an 
operation which, Professor Mott had maturely resolved 
upon? If the first, the three above named gentlemen 
are a host by themselves; they long ago might, by a 
single word, have put an end to the contest ; and they, 
also, would have participated of the honour of ‘ sending a 
message to surgery containing new and important results.” 
Etiquette among physicians originates from proper mo- 
tives, and cannot be abolished. Not a word on the 
contest has, to our knowledge, been addressed to the 
above named gentlemen, nor to the physician of the 
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medical department, under whose particular care, Bate- 
man had originally been placed. If they equally re- 
ject the merit of the attempt, and the censure that re- 
sulted from it; it is the peculiar duty of Dr. Mott to 
state what regular distribution of responsibility there has 
been in the case. We are aware of an inverse mode of 
proceeding. which we have already taken the liberty of 
noticing. wishing it to be reformed, (vide Vol. IV. page 
139:) this is, the separation of surgical and medical 
consultations, which, although distinct according to the 
nature of the two departments, should always be united, 
and composed of physicians and surgeons, in any case 
requ'ring dangerous operations, that are equally to be 
contro!!ed by medical science and by surgical art. 

In closing the critical review of the Hospital Re- 
gister, we perceive we have left a few subjects unno- 
ticed. The surgical treatment of a stricture in the ure- 
thra. by Dr. A. H. Stevens, could not be done justice to, 
within our reduced space and time: that of a disease 
of the heart, by Dr. Tappen, one of the attending phy- 
sicians of the New York Hospital, is extraordinary ; 
we will notice it at some future period, as one of the 
most remarkable cases of morbid anatomy. Weare sur- 
prised to see in the Register of the New-York Hospital, 
a case belonging to St. Thomas’ Hospital, of London: 
it is that of a brachial aneurism, successfully operated 
by Benjamin Travers, Esq. F. R. S. communicated to 
Valentine Mott, m. p- by a very promising pupil, &c. 
on the other side of the water. Foreign matter is, cer- 
tainly, not required in the New- York Hospital Register. 
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First Division of various Salts and Metallic Ovrides. 

§ 1. Arsenic in its metallic state is not poisonous ; 
but it becomes so when in a state of oxidation. Ar- 
senic acid, the white and black oxides of arsenic, the 
yellow or orpiment, the red or realgar, the alkaline 
arseniates, and the arsenical water of the Italians, called 
aqua toffana, are all violent poisons, and are most gene- 
rally used in plots and machinations for murder. The 
local symptoms of poisoning by arsenic, are, first, a 
tearing pain in the stomach, extreme heat in the ceso- 
phagus and the whole alimentary canal, and violent 
puking: unextinguishable thirst succeeds, attended with 
a sensation of an austere ardour in the mouth, with the 
teeth set on edge, and an involuntary ptyalism, and in- 
cessant spitting. As this poison causes an exudation 
of blood from the internal coats of the stomach, the 
first evacuations from the mouth and intestines are ex- 
pected to be tinged with it. They afterwards become 
black and fetid. Striking alterations in the look and 
face indicate the action of the fatal poison: it swells 
the eyelids and encircles them with a livid colour, dif- 
fuses a striking expression of distress in the counte- 
nance, inflates the abdomen, and partially contracts 
its external muscles; black, brown, or yellow spots. 


also, successively break out over the body; but other 


sympathetic symptoms are rapidly advancing ; convul- 
sions, tetanus, an anXious restlessness, lypothimia, cold 
sweats, a contracted or dying pulse, vertigo, deli- 
rium, slowness of breathing, prostration, and a cada- 
veric fetor from the body; all these portend putrefac- 
tion, besides the sloughing of the hair and nails. 
Numerous facts from authentic sources are adduced 
to prove the operation of this dreadful poison, which 
our limits cannot admit; one only we must mention, 
to show the immense irritation brought on the system 
by it: itis that of a young lady, 20 years of age, in 
Lyon, who had swallowed half an ounce of arsenic 
acid, which she immediately vomited up before it could 
visibly affect the coats of the stomach; but she soon 
died, having the lower extremities apparently palsied, 
and their eau muscles all contracted. Better to 


convince our readers of the dangers, to which, by the 
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mere contact of arsenical preparations, organic func- 
tions are exposed; let us mention, on the authority of 
Dr. Mead, that arsenic employed as a remedy fre- 
quently proves fatal. Belloc affirms (Wed. Leg.) that 
a woman, who in order to cure the itch, had et ae 
her body with a solution of the white oxide, became 
swelled and all over erysipelatous, showed strong gene- 
ral symptoms of poisoning, and died of languor. Wep- 
fer (de cicuté aquatica) relates that a mother rubbed 
the lousy head of her child with a little arsenic in but- 
ter; that he died six days after as if he had taken it in- 
ternally. Fernel testifies to the death of a woman by 
applying arsenic an a cancer. The Journal of Medi- 
cine of Paris, 1811, by Corvisart Leroux and Boyer, 
have recorded another fact of the same kind. In the 
periodical collection of the Medical Society of Paris, 
Vol. VI. it is reported that an arsenical preparation 
used by a young woman to destroy some vermin, nearly 
brought her to the grave; she was long afflicted, and 
recovered with the loss of her hair. It is, therefore, 
a proper question, why arsenical preparations, which 
so often become dangerous, should not be entirely ex- 
cluded from our therapeutics ? 

Mr. Bertrand says, ‘ there are some slight variations 
between the theoretical results from aulopsia between 
him and Mr. Brodie, of England, on poisoning by arse- 
nic.”? They both agree, however, in diagnosis ; the pri- 
mary deleterious effects are through the means of cir- 
culation upon the brain, the heart, and the alimentary 
canal, and the character of the last partakes more of a 
high degree of inflammation attended with sphagelus.”’ 

The well ascertained and destructive effects of ar- 
scenic are not so evidently demonstrable in a judiciary 
point of view, and its presence in the body must be de- 
tected by the physician, who is expected to possess 
knowledge and skill enough to ascertain it. Chemical 
tests in cases of poisoning by arsenic should be unex- 
ceptionable. We will select the best of them from 
the Manual of Mons. Bertrand. 

Any fluid or matter discharged by vomiting, or col- 
ar from internal cavities of the alimentary canal, 
-ven the water with which they should be washed are 
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to be procured ina sufficient quantity for various expe- 
riments. 1. Any part or quantity of these fluids or 
animal matter itself impregnated with arsenic, thrown 
into a solution of semi-vitreous oxide of lead ina state 
of ebullition, will instantly turn it black. 2. If to a 
part of the same, you add 5 grains of sulphate of cop- 
per, and 3 grains of potash, there will be a fine green 
precipitate, which decidedly contains arsenic. 3. 
Should this separated precipitate be mixed with char- 
coal pulverized, and enclosed ina well luted glass tube, 
and exposed to heat, an incrustation is deposited on 
the internal surface, which is arsenic itself revived. 
. 4. The white oxide of arsenic may be precipitated 
from its solution by lime water; if it is then treated 
with boracic acid and charcoal, and exposed to heat in 
the same manner as above, arsenic will be revived in a 
metallic form. 5. Equal parts of a solution of arsenic 
acid, of charcoal powder, and of carbonate of potash. 
simply exposed to a red heat, will also revive the me- 
tal which will easily be designated. 6. One of the most 
convenient processes, is the following by Mr. Hume: 
it is to expose several ounces of the suspected fluids or 
matters to the heat of ebullition, add and mix well with 
it a few grains of carbonate of potash, the whole being 
in a white glass, touch only the surface with a piece of 
lunar caustic, and from this point a fine yellow precipi- 
tate will form and rapidly accumulate in the bottom of 
the glass, which contains arsenic, and which by means de- 
tailed above, can be revived. 7. Any arsenical precipi- 
tate thrown on live coals will volatilize in white smoke. 
and diffuse an alliaceous smell, or resembling rotten 
fish, will redden vegetable colours, and whiten a po- 
lished piece of copper. 

Several other tests might be mentioned, which are 
not exclusive in their operation. If poisoning has taken 
place by means of yellow or red artificial colours o1 
pigments, recourse must be had to muriatic acid, mix- 
ing an equal quantity of it with the matter or fluid to 
be tested, adding a little nitric acid, and filtrating the 
solution which will retain the sulphur. Zine having 
precipitated the arsenic, with alcohol, a gray powder 
will be obtained, having all the properties of the re- 
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vived metal. Also the ammoniacal solution of copper, 
mixed with the watery solution of arsenical sulphu- 
rated oxides, produces a yellowish green precipitate, 
which being dried, exhibits the character of arsenic. 

Poisonings by compounds of copper.—This metal, 
which is in different ways useful, and even necessary, 
in many processes of the arts of domestic life, in phar- 
macy, &c. can be the cause of many fatal accidents, 
not as a pure metal, but as an oxide, promptly altered 
by humid air, and many kinds of acids. Its operation 
on the system is not yét perfectly known, although this 
kind of poisoning is very frequent. The brown oxide 
of copper, the subacetate or verdigris of commerce, 
the acetites and nitrates of copper, and all its solutions 
by ammoniac when received in the stomach, are highly 
poisonous. They cause a great dryness of the fauces, 
and alimentary canal, a styptic metallic taste, cop- 
perish nausea, and eructations, or vomitings of green 
matter, an ardent thirst, involuntary spitting, a painful 
intumescense of the abdomen, and an obstinate tenes- 
mus. 

With all these local effects, this poison dolefully 
alters the natural features of the face, gives a sense of 
oppression in the precordia ; causes violent gripings, 
attended with serous and bloody discharges, spasms, 
convulsions, a small and irregular pulse, and cold 
sweats; all of which are generally the harbingers of 
approaching death. From many facts and cadaveric 
examinations, it is inferred, that preparations of copper 
contract the prime viz, thicken and inflame their coats, 
and ultimately mortify and perforate them. These 
being the effects of a high degree of phlegmasia, it is 
right to suppose that copper affects the nervous system, 
through the circulating fluids. It may, of course, cause 
lesions of the heart and lungs, as much as a kind oi 
asphyxiation, and a constriction of the thoracic muscles, 
which immediately would suspend or disturb the pri- 
mary functions of life. 

It is easy to detect and define the presence of copper. 
by that kind of nauseous smell, which its compounds 
always have. Itis sui generis, and easily detected 
— with the fingers ; the oxides of copper are. 
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besides, of a brown or blackish colour, and insoiu- 
ble in water: on the other hand, they are soluble in acids 
and in volatile alkali, which then assumes a fine blue 
colour, but it will be revived by the addition of char- 
coal or any other reactive, in a vessel or tube exposed 
to heat. Let us see what are the means of detecting it by 
chemical tests in fluid matters obtained by vomiting, 
which if too thick, should be diluted previously in dis- 
tilled or rain-water; and if too much diluted, they 
should be evaporated. 1. After a short ebullition, the 
fluid containing verdigris, dissolves a part of it, and 
one the power of reddening vegetable blue colours. 
2. Adding liquid ammonia drop by drop, to the same, 
a greenish precipitate is obtained, which gradually be- 
comes a very fine blue. 3. Other alkaline solutions 
will produce nearly the same result, but the prussiate 
of potash gives a yellowish green, which immediately 
turns to a dark chesnut: hay hydro-sulphurets form 
with it a black colour. 4. An easy test, is that of a 
piece of polished iron or zinc with a smooth surface, 
which will assume a red, coppery colour, by being 
dipped in solution which holds copper, or rubbed with 
any of the precipitates. 5. The reduction or reviving 
of this metal by the process of calcining the animal 
matters with which it is impregnated, is a certain test, 
because these are converted into carbon, which is 
necessary for the reduction. However small, might 
be the quantity of metallic particles, they may im- 
mediately be detected by nitric acid, ammonia, and 
other tests. 6. All saline compounds of copper, which 
might have caused poisoning, may be precipitated, of 
a bluish white colour, by magnesia, by lime, and by 
muriate of barytes, or of a fine blue, by ammonia, by 
caustic alkalies and alkaline prussiates ; and like the 
oxides of the same metal, they are reducible by zinc, 
by iron, and by phosphorus. 

Poisoning by antimonial preparattons.—The vitreous 
sulphurated oxide of antimony, the white oxide of the 
same, the gray-coloured, called calx antimonii, the sul- 
phurous semi vitreous oxide, crocus metallorum, the 
red sulphuret, Aermes mineral, the oxide by muria- 
tic acid or powder of algaroth, the antimoniated tar- 
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trite of potash, are compounds which by their modus 
operandi, on the gastric organs are deleterious in pro- 
portion to their degree of oxigenation, and to the dose 
in which they are taken. 

Symptoms of this poisoning, are, a great irritation 
of the stomach, nausea, vomiting, incessant and some- 
times bloody, a disturbed state of the animal functions, 
terrible colics and copious alvine dejections, anxiety 
and convulsions, cold sweats, and syncope, successive 
prostration, or artificially increased strength, which 
at last induces death by gangrene. With this, like 
many other poisons, when they cause an excessive 
morbid action, mortification probably succeeds. Such 
deaths have not unfrequently taken place from a mis- 
taken dose of emetic, or from predispositions which 
have concurred toa morbid and incessant puking! Au- 
topsia has discovered that, besides traces of a len 
tion, erosions and gangrene of the mucous coat of the 
alimentary canal, poisoning by tartar emetic, may 
affect the parenchyma of the lungs, condense it with 
blood, also spread over it a pale rose colour. These 
results prove that the pneumo-gastric nerves are, by 
some unknown sympathy, the first affected. To detect 
or find out this poison:—1. It is singular that a little of 
the tanning principle, or bitter vegetables, has the 
property of forming a reddish yellow precipitate in a 
solution of tartar emetic. 2. It is as easily precipitated 
by any acids, alkalies, alkaline earths, &c.—and the 
residuum will be white. 3. This will soon assume the 
red orange colour, by the addition of any hydrogenous 
surphurets. 4. The tartrite of potash and gntimony 
thrown on live coals, turns black and leaves its metallic 
particles, which are of a bluish white, silvery, and 
shining, brittle and crystallized in needles ; any of the 
above precipitates can also be fteduced, mixed with a 
little charcoal put in a crucible, kept a short time ‘in 
the fire. Antimonial wine itself mixed with alcohol, 
may be distilled, and metallic crystals of antimony 
be revived, 

Poisoning by lead.—Lead is one of those metals, 
the oxidation and saline form of which, are exceeding- 
ly dangerous ; the gray or yellow massicot, the red, 
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minium or litharge, and the wines adulterated with the 
last, the oxidulated carbonate of lead or cerusse, the 
sulphates, nitrates, and muriates, in fine water itself, that 
contains this metal. in solution are dangerous poi- 
sons, and when introduced into the alimentary canal, 
develope in it different degrees of irritation, which, 
according to circumstances, constitute the saturnine 
colic (colica pictonum). A sweetish metallic taste mn 
the mouth, nausea and vomitings of a bilious glutinous 
matter, of a green yellow colour, sometimes with fecal 
particles, are amongst the first and prominent symp- 
toms ; aldominal pains succeed; at other times intolera- 
ble paroxysms of colic take place, with a sense of 
tension towards the navel, and which compels the pa- 
tient to roll himself in different ways to relieve his 
torture: his face assumes what is properly called a 
yellowish lead colour; the eyes seem to start from the 
head; breathing is heavy and diflicult, owing, as it 
were, to akind of strangulation or stricture; the belly 
grows flat and hard, from the spasmodic contraction 
of the abdominal muscles, also of the anus; costive- 
ness is extreme: the feces are dry, and reduced to 
the shape of small pellets. 

The sympathetic symptoms are cephalalgia, univer- 
sal uneasiness, morosity, wakefulness, derangement of 
all the secretions, ischuria and convulsions, acute pains 
in the limbs ; sometimes these are palsied ; the pulse 
remaining small, hard, and tense, with a formicans 
feeling in the ends of the fingers, and other nervous 
affections of stupor, alterations of sight, maniacal 
delirium, and cold sweats: thus the contraction only of 
the alimentary canal is suflicient to create so formidable 
a train of symptoms. Cadaveric observations discover 
considerable strictures in some parts of the alimentary 
tube, more frequently of the colour, and sometimes a 
perfect obliteration of it, with a remarkable degree of 
dryness, owing to the distension of the veins and the 
recess of the intestinal mucus. 

The deleterious power of lead depends much, how- 
ever, on the dose and duration of its existence on the 
body ; for by a small quantity of it, hardly any such ra- 
vages would be produced. By the intermediate agency 
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of circulatien it reaches the nervous system, and the 
quicker so, as the preparation taken is more soluble. 
We will now assist our readers in detecting its pre- 
sence, either in the rejected fluids or in the cavities of 
the body after death. 

The presence of lead is easily ascertained by its 
sweetish and astringent taste, and by the various colours 
of its precipitates by acids, by its liquefaction with alka- 
lies, and final reduction by hydrogen gas. Having, 
therefore, taken in parcels some of the matters or fluids 
to be tested, the smallest quantity of this metal will be 
detected, as a black precipitate by sulphuretted hydro- 
gen, or by the probatory liquor of Hahnemann ;* as a 
white deposite by gallic and sulphuric acids, by alkaline 
sulphates. by albumen, and by muriate of soda; as 
small black grains by the sulphuret of potash; or green 
by the prussiate of potash; violet by nitrate of silver: 
any one of these precipitates treated with charcoal*by 
fire. soon revives the metal. In a solution of lead also 
immerse a plate of zinc, and it will soon attract the 
same. In fine, if you take small pieces of linen im- 
bibed with a solution of acetate of lead, or any fluid 
that contains it, and approach them to sulphuret of 
potash, they will immediately turn black. Liver of 
sulphur is an excellent test of wine sophisticated by 
lead, which in the quantity of a few drops will turn it 
black : add to this, a still more simple and certain test, 
by evaporating the wine, and converting its residuum. 
or extract into carbon, after it is heated in a crucible, 
and by sprinkling over it a little potash or muriate of 
soda, the lead will be revived and give also awompara- 
tive weight of its proportion to that of the wine, which 
has previously been ascertained. 

Poisoning by Zinc and Bismuth.—In this syllabus of 


* The probatory liquor of Hahnemann is a convenient test, and should 
always be kept ready for use. It is composed of sulpburetted lime, two 
drams, and the same weight of tartaric acid mixed in a pound of distilled 
water : the whole is to be kept in a covered bottle until a deposite has form- 
ed, then decant into a vessel, having previously poured in half an ounce 
of tartaric acid. N.B. Sulphuret of lime is obtained from equal parts 
of caustic lime and sulphur, kept in a red heat during a quarter of an 
pres a when cooled is to be pulverized and preserved in a well cork: 
ed Dottie. 
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the second class, which we have thus far carried on. 
Monsieur Bertrand includes the preparations of zinc 
and those of bismuth, which from the yet imperfect 
knowledge of their operation in the human system, and 
the variety of instances in which either could have been 
used designedly or accidentally, they being unknown as 
effectual poisons, we have thought proper to omit in 
this abridgment, preferring to insert the following more 
important article. 

Poisoning by Cantharides.x—The well known in- 
sect of the order coleoptera, the meloé cantharis 
of Linnzus, is imported from the southern coun- 
tries of Europe, and is a valuable and indispensa- 
ble article in our pharmacopeeia, as a stimulant in- 
ternally, and as a rubefacient or blister, to be regu- 
lated by physicians according to circumstances. It is 
to be regretted that numerous instances of poisoning 
by éantharides, have mostly occurred from a peculiarly 


refined depravity, either for procuring abortion, for 


assailing chastity by physical irritations, or for reviving 
sexual powers after the natural extinction of their evi- 
dence. Numerous facts of the kind having occurred 
to medical observers, some attention to it is therefore 
claimed in every book of medical jurisprudence, as well 
as in our pages. ‘The symptoms are, an ardent sensa- 
tion in the mouth, and a constriction of the fauces 
nearly suffocating ; an incessant ptyalism, acute epiga- 
stric pains, vomiting, sometimes bloody; dysenteric 
alvine discharges with tenesmus, a painful heat in the 
urinary passage, priapism, a cruel dysuria, hematuria, 
and horrid colic; the patient assumes, besides, a fixed 
ferocious look, a redness of the face, grinding of the 
teeth, syncope, partial or general convulsive motions, 
also paroxysms of mania, to which succeeds a profound 
delirium or sleep, with a pulse little, or not febrile : 
death closes this horrid series of symptoms. 

Autopsia shows the digestive and urinary organs af- 
fected with constrictions, inflammation, corrosion and 
even gangrene; the genitals participate in this phleg- 
masia, besides fungous tubercles of the internal mem- 


brane of the intestines. 
Chemists have not neglected experimental inquiries 
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on this subject ; among many of them, Messrs. Beau- 
poil & Thouvenel speak of two principles in cantharides, 
one a caustic green oil, and the other a black extractive 
matter that is soluble in water, has to a great degree 
the blistering property, and is especially deleterious 
when taken internally. A Mons. Robiquet, however, 
in another analysis presented to the Society of Emula- 
tion, contends that neither of these matters has the 
power of vesication by themselves, and that when they 
obtain it, the same comes from their mixture with a 
peculiar white substance that is soluble in alcohol and 
in oils, and is insoluble in water. This chemist has 
ascertained also, that cantharides contain free acetic 
acid, lithic acid, and phosphate of magnesia, Xc. 

With this imperfect statement, it would be difficult to 
propose any satisfactory test to ascertain legally the 
presence of cantharides in a human subject poisoned 
by that substance, unless he had swallowed the Spanish 
flies in statu quo, when these green coleoptera, which in 
taste are very acrid, and emit a peculiar smell, would 
leave fragments of their body ; these being incinerated 
would emit a fetid animal gas, and would impart a yel- 
low green colour to sulphuric ether. One circum- 
stance, however, which is always pathognomonic, is the 
affection of the urinary organs or priapism. 


(To be Continued in our next.) 
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Medical and Surgical Correspondence. 


Account of a Fatal Case of Stricturep Rectum. By 
Dr. Joun Becxwirn, of Salisbury, North Carolina, 
in a letter to Cavin Jones, m. v. of Raleigh, and 
communicated by this gentleman to the Editors. 


Raleigh, February 7, 1819. 

ON the 8th of October last, I was called to visit 
J. C. Esq. at his seat, ten miles from this place. He 
was of the middle size, aged 46 years, and of a san- 
guine temperament. His countenance was pale and 
dejected. He rose to receive me, but in a half doubled 
posture; his whole frame exhibited signs of emaciation 
and debility. He informed me that ‘he was formerly 
considerably inclined to corpulency, having through a 
greater part of his life indulged much in the pleasures 
of the table; but that a long continuance of pain and 
irregular habit had worn him down. He had been a 
number of years employed in public offices, in the 
service of the United States and of this state, in which 
he wrote much; and on the establishment of a branch 
of the state bank in this place, in 1810, he accepted 
the appointment of cashier. In the discharge of the 
duties of this situation, he wrote very closely for more 
than two years, chiefly at a table in a crooked position. 
During this time he was frequently compelled to remit 
his labours, by a pain and soreness in the lower part of 
the abdomen. Since then, having retired to his farm, 
he had led an easy though for the most part an active 
life, ate heartily, and drank liberally of claret at dinner 
and breakfast. Last spring, while superintending the 
packing of his cotton in cold, damp weather, he was 
attacked with indigestion, flatulency, and costiveness, 
having a stool only once in three or four days, but of 
natural appearance though rather hard ; in the intervals, 
however, he had frequent small, mucous discharges, with 
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considerable wind. In this situation he rode on horse- 
back to Fayetteville, a distance of 120 miles, and ex- 
perienced no increase of inconvenience from it; but 
on his return, he made long stages, and arrived home 
greatly exhausted, obstinately costive, and with a se- 
vere pain just above and immediately beneath the os 
pubis. He received temporary relief from repeated 
doses of castor oil. In a short time a diarrhoea came 
on, which alternated with costiveness through the sum- 
mer. During the laxative state he was free from pain, 
and vice versa. About the first of September, the 
pain became fixed and apparently spasmodic, being 
sometimes very acute, at others very tolerable. He 
was now frequently distressed by a sense of distention 
above the seat of pain, with eructations of wind; and 
discovered several small hemorrhoidal tumours skirt- 
ing the verge of the anus; they were moderately pain- 
ful, but never bled. Apprehending very little danger 
from his disease, supposing it to be chiefly piles, with 
an irritable state of the intestines, which would wear 
off, he had contented himself with taking an occasional 
dose of oil, allaying the pain by laudanum, which he 
took liberally, by warm bath, emollient injections, &c. 
H{e had an aversion to the prescriptions of physicians. 
He remarked that he was sometimes completely foiled 
in his attempts to throw up injections, by some obstruc- 
tion about the pained part, at others they passed readily 
enough. The feces were now voided, for the most 

art, in small pellets, with great pain, accompanied 
with small lumps of cheesy matter, and flatulence. 
The abdomen was somewhat tumid, pulse natural, ap- 

etite tolerably good, though capricious, and tongue 
clean. He could not lie down nor straighten himself. 
Suspecting mischief beyond his calculation, | intro- 
duced my finger into the rectum, and found, at about an 
inch and a half, a small fleshy tumour about the size of 
a bean, lying in the curvature of the sacrum; pressure 
on it gave no pain. On reaching near the upper ex- 
tremity of the rectum, | found it so straitened by a firm 
thick ring, of an indurated cartilaginous feel, that it was 
with difficulty the point of the finger could be made to 
= it. It was protuberant, smooth, and of the thick- 
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ness of the finger, which could be passed all round it. 
The tube had a wrinkled, corrugated feel, like the 
mouth of a purse tightly drawn, and on withdrawing 
the finger, I found it tinged with a bloody mucus. He 
observed, during the examination, that the distention 
produced by it was rather agreeable than otherwise, 
and desired to go to stool immediately, but discharged 
only a little blood; he had had small discharges of 
blood before, which gave some ease. ‘The prostate 
gland had no appearance of disease; he secreted 
urine in the usual quantity, and voided it without pain 
at customary intervals. 

To my observation this was a case entirely new, 
though I had met with it in books. Its nature, I be- 
lieved, could not be mistaken, yet the mode of cure 
was by no means so clearly indicated; perhaps few cases 
occur, in practice, in which analogy affords less aid. 
My patient requested that I would withhold nothing 
from him relative to his situation; and as he was a man 
of strong and highly cultivated mind, i endeavoured to 
explain to him the structure of the parts concerned, 
the probable cause and present state of his disease. 
After calling up to my recollection whatever I had read 
upon the subject, I related to him the opinions of divers 
writers, their descriptions, views of its origin, modes of 
treatment, its progress and usual termination. He re- 
plied in substance, that though he could have little hope 
of a cure in this advanced stage of his complaint, yet 
he had the melancholy satisfaction of knowing its seat 
and its nature; that his own sensations corresponded 
so exactly with my representations, that he was con- 
vinced of their correctness. 

Believing you will be gratified by an account of 
some of the authorities by which I was governed in 
the management of this case, | will sketch it, though 
the information will be nothing new to you. Schirro- 
sities and thickenings of the coats of the rectum, and 
swellings of the inner coat, have long been known 
among physicians, but till lately have been considered 
as necessarily fatal. Morgagni gives several cases. 
Ue saw one where the feces were obstructed in the 
rectum by urinary calculi, and fatal obstructions of the 














Strictured Rectum. 183 


rectum followed. In another the coats of the rectum 
were an inch thick. A noble matron discharged the 
intestinal excrements compressed in the shape of a flat 
fillet. About two inches above the sphincter ani the 
rectum was thickened and hard; externally, there were 
some swellings around the anus and eruptions on the 
skin. 

A woman of fifty was admitted into the hospital of 
incurables at Bologna. Vasalva, without examination, 
immediately pronounced her incurable. He told Mor- 
gagni that it was like a case they had lately seen, where 
a glandular tumour filled up the rectum. She dis- 
charged fetid matter, and died without an attempt hav- 
ing been made to relieve her. On dissection, the gut, 
six or seven inches breadth above the anus, was found 
thick and hard, studded with swellings resembling 
beans ; there were two exerescences at the anus. He 
believes it to be a common consequence of venereal 
infection contracted long before, and never perfectly 
eradicated. ‘There are several others, as Wiseman, 
Petit, Ruysch, Pott, Le Dran, &c. who speak of it, but 
without seeming to have had any very clear notions of 
the course to be pursued for its relief. For example, 
one prefers curing it by the knife, another by emollient 
injections, warm bath, with a perforated pipe intro- 
duced to apply the bath to the part, injections of lime 
water, Bologna mineral spring, medicated waters, &c. 
Sherwin considers it incurable, and proposes only paili- 
atives. Petit says that when it was a venereal symp- 
tom, it was curable. Mons. Dessault describes appear- 
ances much as had been done by Morgagniy whem he 
quotes. If the disease progreases to a fatal termina- 
tion, it usually becomes either a carcinoma or induces 
death by stopping the passage of the faeces. Mr. Cope- 
land, in his book on diseases of the rectum and anus, 
when speaking of the advanced stages of this disease, 
says: “At this period abscesses very frequently form 
in the neighbourhood of the anus, and sometimes break 
into the vagina in the female, and the faeces are dis- 
charged through the fistulous orifice. In the male an 
adhesion takes place with the bladder, and the abscess 
discharges itself with the urine, and sometimes faeces and 
wind are voided by the urethra.’ A case of this kind 
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is related in the 9th vol. Med. Rep. by Dr. S. Agnew, 
of Gettysburgh, Penn. in which the feces were dis- 
charged through the urethra with the urine; it termi- 
nated fatally. Mr. Copeland further remarks, that 
more frequently the matter makes its way through the 
nates, as in common fistula, for which disease it is not 
unfrequently treated. There is likewise a case men- 
tioned by the editors of the above work, which occur- 
red in 1807, and was for the first time discovered while 
the patient, a soldier, was under the operation for fistu- 
la; acomplete section with a probe pointed bistory on 
two sides down to the base, performed acure. These 
distinguished gentlemen remark that the disease is very 
formidable, and much more frequent than is usually 
imagined ; in this they agree with most who have writ- 
ten on the subject. If it be of frequent occurrence, 
and they are certainly qualified to decide, it has been 
strangely overlooked by ourselves and many others of 
the profession ; for I have never conversed with a phy- 
cician who believed he had met with it, and the num- 
ber of cases reported as having happened i in this coun- 
try is very small. They have seen two other cases in 
New-York, where the passage was wholly obliterated.* 
I could quote many others, particularly from Dessault 
and Copeland, as witnessed in Europe, some of which 
terminated favourably and some fatally ; but it is suffi- 
cient for my purpose to have referred to them. Though 
most agree in the opinion that it is frequently of vene- 
real origin, yet they by no means consider it as always 
arising from the same source. Excision of hemor- 
rhoids, the metastasis of different cutaneous diseases. 
as itch, tinea, ringworm, &c. change of climate, gout, 
rheumatism, suppression of habitual evacuations, me- 
chanical causes, Wc. are ranked with it. 

In the case of Mr. C. there are no grounds for 
believing the disease had its source in a venereal taint : 
and while | am about it, | would ask you, if it be not 
possible, nay probable, that its foundation was laid 
during his long continued application at the writing 
table ? Upon this matter, however, | shall hazard no 
speculations, having purposely introduced a sketch ot 


* Vid. Med. Rep. Vol, II. N.S. page 397. 407. 
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his habits, that you might judge for yourself. In the 
treatment, I was of course regulated by the opinions 
of others; but I must confess, with very limited con- 
tidence in any course, the disease having arrived ata 
stage which most had considered hopeless. At bed- 
time I directed, with the view to relax and allay the 
extreme irritability of the parts, an injection of tobac- 
co smoke. In a few minutes after receiving it, he fell 
into a sound sleep, and rested well several hours ; it 
produced no nausea nor tremour. | was led to this step 
by the recollection of an instance of great relief, ob- 
tained by the use of tobacco smoke, and a weak oint- 
ment of tobacco with tallow, (vid. Med. Rep. ibid.) 
In the morning, having no rectum bougies, I trimmed a 
tallow candle to a suitable shape and size, and intro- 
duced it, smeared with tobacco ointment. We sup- 
posed it entered the stricture a little way, but no 
prudent degree of force could carry it through :—it 
gave no pain. I then prepared a tent of soft linen, 
sufficiently firm, yet flexible, and directed his assistant 


- to introduce one or the other, well besmeared as above, 


two or three times a day; to use smoke injections, 
reduce the quantity of laudanum, take an occasional 
dose of oil, lay aside solid animal food, and eat animal 
and vegetable jellies, milk, soups, &c. You remember 
that tents and bougies are the only remedies relied 
upon by Coperanp. Dessauvr added mercurials, when 
it was venereal. On the 13th, | saw him again: he 
had not been able to use either the tent or candle.— 
‘The smoke afforded considerable ease. Again | passed 
the candle with about the same success, aydgvith simi- 
lar relief. The tent, though small, well rolled and 
besmeared, gave too much pain. Sometimes neither the 
smoke nor emolient injections could be made to pass 
the stricture. His appetite for food of every kind was 
greatly diminished, and he had a frequent desire’ to 
evacuate the intestines, but could discharge merely a 
yellowish fluid with wind. He slumbered often through 
the day and night, but had no refreshing sleep. In this 
deplorable situation of my patient, | could only repeat 
my former instructions, but in absolute despair of suc- 
cess. On the 19th I saw him again; no material change 
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had taken place, except an occasional slight alienation 
of mind; but on the 22d, | found him sitting by the aid 
of his friends, bent over a table, fora recumbent posture 
was insupportable. His whole appearance showed the 
large and rapid strides of his disease.x—The counte- 
nance was pale, sad, and sunken; and he spoke only in 
whispers. His once vigorous intellects had tumbled 
into confusion; nothing coherent could be obtained 
from him. In the course of last night, a diarrhoea had 
come on; the discharge was yellowish and watery. I 
once more examined the rectum—it was empty and 
flaccid. On touching the stricture, a considerable 
straining was produced, with a discharge of yellow 
water and air; it was completely closed and impene- 
trable to the finger. He seemed insensible of the ope- 
ration, and in the course of the day passed wind and 
liquid fetid feculent matter involuntarily. In the night 
of the 23d he yielded to his fate. 

Though I was little more than a spectator of the 
sufferings of this gentleman, finding myself incapable 
of relieving him, yet I have endeavoured faithfully to 
record his case. For, as Dr. Mosrsey remarks, * As 
the result of experience is the only useful knowledge in 
Physic, every interesting fact founded thereon, should 
be rescued from oblivion: and they who have contri- 
buted their mite to form collections of this sort, de- 
serve much more of mankind, than many who have 
written volumes of insipid imitation, or fine spun the- 
ory; the common sense of which might generally be 
described on the margin of their works.” 
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Extraordinary Potypus in the throat and cavities of the 
face, successfully extirpated by Dr. A. Trowsriner, 
of Jefferson County, as communicated to the New-York 
Medical Slate Society, 


ON the 11th of July, 1818, 1] was requested to ex- 
amine Samuel B. Turner, aged 16 years, who was 


brought by his father to receive, if possible, surgical 
aid and assistance. 
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This young man had been, three years previous, 
attacked with pain in the left eye, extending at times 
to the fore part of the head, with difficulty ef breath- 
ing through the left nostril, and hoarseness. 

Nothing was discovered in either nostril which in- 
duced the physicians who first saw him, to suspect the 
affection to proceed from a polypus. 

The second year increased the above symptoms, with 
the addition of a sensation of fulness in the throat, oc- 
casional bleedings into the mouth, and falling down of 
small fleshy substances, of the size of filberts. 

It was supposed to be a case of scrophula by physi- 
cians who saw him, and had been treated accordingly! 
—The last twelve months had increased the affection 
materially, and to an observing and intelligent mind, 
must have placed the nature of the complaint beyond 
all doubt or controversy. 

At the time | examined him he was much emaciated ; 
deglutition was so difficult, that he could pass nothing 
but liquid food, and that required much exertion. ‘The 
neck was enlarged externally ; a large hard substance, 
of a dark crimson colour, filled the throat and cavity of 
the mouth, pressing the velum palati to the teeth of the 
upper jaw, and resting on the tongue, epiglottis and 
uvula, impeding respiration, and rendering it similar 
to, and as difficult as in cases of croup. The face on 
the left side was distorted. The eye,—pressed for- 
ward from its socket,—was enlarged—its vessels tur- 
gid, and its coats inflamed—with loss of vision—its 
lachrymal duct obstructed, and its humours running 
over the cheek. The face on this side was much en- 
larged- The upper teeth loose and partly pressed 
from their sockets.—The voice changed; its resonance 
and tone entirely lost.—A tumour appeared externally 
near the connexion of the temporal bone with the an- 
trum maxillare as large as a common sized egg—occa- 
sioned by a hard substance that had filled the antrum, 
crowded the bones asunder, and passed out under a 
portion of the temporal muscle. The patient was 
affected with a stupor and dozing at times—pulse fre- 
quent and feeble. On inquiring, found the young man 
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had enjoyed good health previous to this attack of locat 
disease. 

Cases of polypus in the nose and throat had fre- 
quently been presented to me, and the use of the forceps 
had been made with success in all cases which had 
fallen under my care. But this instance exhibited a 
different aspect from any | had ever scen or treated. 
In the patient was offered a picture of human distress 
and misery beyond description. Frequent hemorr- 
hages from the mouth had reduced him to extreme 
feebieness, and his situation was like one suffocating in 
the last stage of croup. ‘The tumour that appeared in 
the mouth was hard and painful to the touch; when 
pressed, it occasioned hemorrhage, pain im the eye 
and forepart of the head—distressed days and nights, 


with constant danger of suffocation, attended the poor 


suflerer. 
No case in the whole round of surgical business could 


be presented. that could excite more interest or exer- 
tion tn a surgeon to relieve, than this. 

Extirpation of the tumour from the throat was the 
first and principal relief to be given. And as the dan- 
ger of fatal hemorrhage forbade the use of the forceps,— 
I had recourse to the ligature. | procured a flexible 
silver wire nearly two feet in length, bent it in the cen- 
tre and brought the two ends together.—My patient 
was placed in a chair, his head thrown back and sup- 
ported by assistants: the bent end of the wire was 
now introduced into the left nostril and pushed on till 
it appeared on the same side of the tumour in the 
mouth: with the forceps I now brought the wire out of 
the mouth, opened it at the bent end and formed a 
loop sufficiently large to pass on the three first fingers 
of my right hand: my fingers with the wire were now 

assed into the mouth and directed to the fauces or 
lower part of the tumour. The exertions of the pa- 
tient to resist suffocation, raised the tumour so that } 
assed the noose off my fingers around the depending 
portion, with my left hand hold of the wire at the nos- 
tril—I drew them sufficiently tight to be convinced that 
the wire was around the tumour. I! now with my right 
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hand and a curved probe split at the end sufficient to 
receive the wire, enlarged the noose and pushed it high 
upon the tumour and nearly to its base, drawing at the 
same time firmly the ligature with my left hand—lI then 
passed the wire at the nostril through a silver tube six 
inches long, and curved at its extremity sufliciently to 
pass easily into the posterior nostril——this | pushed 
deep, and, drawing the ligature firm, fastened it to the 
ring of the tube. 

In passing the ligature around the tumour, it occa- 
sioned a violent hemorrhage; drawing it through the 
uvula, it produced extreme pain in the affected eye, 
and fore part of the head. 

The patient was directed to keep in an erect pos- 
ture, the ligature to be tightened every day till inflam- 
mation, suppuration, and a detachment of the tumour 
should take place. 

He passed the first forty-eight hours with but little 
alteration in symptoms or situation; on the morning of 
the third day the tied portion of the tumour began to 
enlarge, and all the complaints it previously caused, 
were much exasperated—deglutition and respiration, 
were so much impeded that prompt relief became ne- 
cessary. 

With a scalpel, I incised the portion of tumour which 
lay in the mouth; it discharged a quantity of grumous 
blood which lessened its circumference, and caused the 
depending part in the throat to stop respiration entire- 
ly—I immediately passed a long dissecting hook, and 
fastened it as low upon the tumour as. possible; and 
pressed it up and back, which gave the patieng an op- 
portunity to breathe. Extraction became immediately 
necessary. My assistant, Dr. Davis, fastened another 
hook into the tumour; with the two, I with much exer- 
tion brought the bottom of the tumour up, and out of 
the mouth, seized it with a pair of forceps, and brought 
outa large portion. Dr. Davis, at the same time, made 
a division as high in the mouth as possible. My pa- 
tient was now relieved by the removal of nine ounces 
of the tumour, and his throat cleared so that he took 
food of any kind, and respired with ease. A _ portion 
yet remained enclosed in the ligature, which remained 
Vol. 5. 25 
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firm. I directed my patient to take wine and nourish- 
ment, and wait the effects of the ligature; this came 
away on the third day after; and the remaining portion 
of tumour, thrown out of the mouth. My attention 
was next turned to the tumour in the left side of the 
face—after convalescing one week, my patient was so 
much recovered from his feeble state, that | ventured to 
remove this tumour. 

A portion of it had passed out of the antrum and 
rested in the muscles, and integuments over the alveo- 
lar circle. 

I first made an attempt to extract it from the antrum 
and upper part of the face, by making an incision in 
the mouth, through these muscles or to the projecting 
portion of the tumour—after exposing it, | placed a 
firm pair of forceps, and made strong exertions to no 
effect—the pain produced was excessive. | abandoned 
this course, and commenced an incision externally over 
the tumour near the temporal bone, carried it down 
over the os maxillare superior, till | came into the in- 
cision | had made in the mouth—this exposed to view 
the two projecting portions from the antrum—I now 
applied a trephine and opened into the antrum, and di- 
vided the remaining portion of the os maxillare. After 
dividing some membranous adhesion, | drew out with 
the forceps the whole tumour, and exposed its base, 
which was near the termination of the antrum, into the 
posterior nostril. 

I now twisted the tumour till it separated from its 
strong hold. A large artery was divided near this 
point, and was secured with a ligature. The passage 
of the antrum into the nostril was sufficiently large to 
admit the little finger of my right hand, which was 
passed through into the throat; by this means I ascer- 
tained that the whole tumour in the nostril, throat, and 
face, was removed. 


REMARKS. 

This tumour corresponds with some described by 
Pott, viz: It was confined to one side of the face, was 
hard, shed nothing but blood ; was painful to the touch, 
of a dark purple colour ; filled with arteries. 
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He says further, that such cases ought not to be 
meddled with. ‘The danger of irritation produced by 
extirpation occasions the most disagreeable conse- 

uences. Mr. Pott describes another kind of polypus, 
of a grayish light colour, sometimes appearing like a 
membrane filled with water, situated in one or both 
nostrils, never painful or tender to the touch; can be 
extracted with no hazard and but little pain. John 
Bell, Richter and other writers, view the subject in a 
different light, and deny the fact, that polypi are dif- 
ferent in their nature; and justify extraction in all 
cases and stages. 

To those who are investigating this subject, or who 
are called to relieve unfortunate persons afflicted with 
such excrescence, the history of ‘Turner’s case may be 
of some use. 








———_ 


Monography of a Case of Viovent and Fixep Paty, 
in a Lower Extremity, successfully treated by Dr. 
ABRAHAM CORNELISON. 


Dear Sir, 

I] have at present a female patient in a convalescent 
state, from the city of New-York, who formerly re- 
sided in thiscounty ; she is about sixty years old; she 
says previous to her arrival here she had for several 
weeks been tormented with excruciating pains in the 
lower part of her leg, just at the termination of the 
gastrocnemit muscles, that she had had Wervals of 
ease, the part had not been swollen, nor had she been 
sensible of any febrile action. The pain she described 
being at times as acute as if a knife had been plunged 
in the flesh, she had applied to her family physician in 
New-York for relief, who informed her she laboured 
under a fashionable complaint (rheumatism), that would 
vanish as the warm weather approached. He left her 
some medicine, and directions to make use of frequent 
warm baths of salt water to the lower extremities; she 
said she tried various stimulant applications in form 
of washes and liniments, without affording her any re- 
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lief; the only comfort she could procure from those 
lancinating pains for any length of time, was by the 
internal use of laudanum. When she arrived in the 
country, she was advised by her son-in-law to apply a 
poultice of warm cow manure to her leg, which she 
did. ‘Two days afterwards I was requested to visit her; 
her leg was covered with erysipelatous inflammation, 
as far as the poultice had extended, accompanied with 
febrile action. Cathartics, aq. ammon. combined 
with tartrite of antimony, were given her; her leg 
was covered with scorched flour, renewed frequently 
through the day; her pains were less frequent and se- 
vere during the erysipelatous affection, which in a few 
days subsided; when the pains returned with their usual 
violence, she threw herself in different positions, and 
frequently cried aloud from the severity of them. 1 
could not from the history of her case, nor the symp- 
toms which it presented, call it either acute or chronic 
rheumatism. I had attended a patient some years ago, 
with tic douloureux ; the pains, &c. of this patient ap- 
peared to resemble so nearly those of my former pa- 
tient, that I had no doubt on my mind of their being 
of a similar nature. I cannot conceive why nerves of 
other parts of the body may not labour under analogous 
affections. In this patient the pains appeared to origi- 
nate from the tibial nerve where it penetrates the gas- 
trocnemii muscles, following its course to near the in- 
nerankle. Knowing of no sovereign remedy for this 
cruel complaint from any medical intelligence which 
I have acquired, nor wishing to try those powerful medi- 
cines, which have in several instances been given in 
such quantities, as almost to induce me to doubt their 
credibility, to which the complaint had not in every 
instance yielded, nor had the division of the nerves at 
all times been effectual, | was induced to try the same 
remedies in this case, which | had made use of in the 
case of tic douloureux, which eventually effected a 
cure. I accordingly gave my patient small doses of 
sub-muriate of mercury, combined with opium. An 
opiate plaster was applied to her leg: as soon as her 
mouth became affected, the violence of the pains sub- 
sided, after which she only took an anodyne at night. 
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Her leg was covered with a mercurial plaster, sprinkled 
with pulverized opium, since which she has only com- 
plained of her leg feeling preternaturally cold, and of a 
sensation in it similar to what ts produced by the com- 
pression of a nerve, or what is commonly called being 
asleep. She is now able to visit her friends, and enjoy 
their company unmolested by any lancinating pains ; 
and | trust will soon be perfectly restored. [am ata 
loss to conclude, from the small medical library I pos- 
sess, or to say, from the few scientific associates I have, 
what has been considered the exciting cause of the ex- 
treme irritability of the nerves in such affections. Can it 
arise from an aerial fluid contained in the membranous 
sheath of the nerve, or from spicul of ossific deposi- 
tion proving a source of irritation to them? If from 
either of those causes, perhaps mercury would be as 
efficacious as any other remedy, in producing an ab- 
sorption of them; anatomical demonstration may have 
or perhaps will discover the cause, when the modus 
medendi will be more rationally founded. 

I submit the above to your consideration, and trust 
you will inform me what have been considered the re- 
mote causes of this dreadful malady, and how far 
cures have been effected from a presumed knowledge 
of those causes, and by what means. 


REMARKS. 

Our friend and correspondent might, perhaps, be 
better enabled by experience and his habit of keen 
observation, to resolve the problems or queries, result- 
ing from his interesting case, than we could’ d&rselves, 
from the numerous records on the histories of human 
diseases which we are obliged to investigate. To this 
day, we have to lament the want of any analytical 
theory of pain in the human body, which could lead us 
through the mysterious labyrinth of etiology. Whether 
paunis like the tic douloureux,neuralgia facialis,or the nev- 
ralgia cruralis of his female patient, or like gout and rheu- 
matism, or Cephalalgia and clavis hystericus, and what 
not, we remain in the dark as to any rule or reference to 
the diagnosis which will produce it. A multitude of 
cures and recipes to remove local pain, and which 
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often have been beneficial, do not throw any exper: 
mental light on this inquiry, as they have been more 
frequently inefficient, and in other respects, incompati- 
ble with the presumed original disease ; thus, sub-mu- 
rias hydrargyri combined with opium, has removed the 
pain in the above singular case; and so we have seen 
it ourselves, capable of suspending the paroxysms of the 
tic douloureux : it probably acted then as an absorbent, 
derivative, or alterative remedy, but it nevertheless 
remains a powerful cause of excitement in the circulat- 
ing system, and therefore must be very unfriendly in 

ainful diseases. We would not pretend here to ac- 
count for the numerous disappointments or difficulties we 
daily meet in the treatment and cure of rheumatism,— 
gout,—cephalalgia,-—neuralgia,-&c. But we believe 
that many facts or phenomena are incessantly occurring, 
which might guide us to some kind of analytical inquiry 
of the subject. 

First, pain is a necessary result of organic lesions : 
and its principal character, whether of a sharp, cutting, 
or dumb nature. is to create distress of the mind, and 
to enfeeble organic functions: Secondly, organic lesions 
or morbid alterations may, however, exist without pro- 
ducing pain; as many cases of wounds, and external 
diseases are daily observed to commence and-to con- 
tinue perfectly free from painful sensations: in these 
instances. so much of the suppressed pain is transport- 
ed to any other part of the system, or is transformed 
into some kind of visible cachexia or morbid state of 
the body: thus a deep caries will progress without 
pain; but the patient will suffer cephalalgia, or erratic 
painful affections ; and if neither takes place, he will 
exhibit some degree of marasmus, or hectic fever: 
Thirdly, from the demonstrable certitude of pain, me- 
rasmus, &c. progressing from organic lesion, or morbid 
alterations, another theorem is to be inferred: to wit, 
fixed or erratic pain, cachexia, or chronic debility, cer- 
tainly bespeak the existence of external lesion, or of 
organic disease. Every part of this statement is now 
offered, such as we could support by many well ascer- 
tained facts ; we will produce one for each of the above 
propositions. 
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A young female of the greatest beauty, an at- 
tendant and favourite of a great princess, was sud- 
deuly attacked with paroxysms of cephalalgia, which 
became more and more violent to an excruciating de- 
gree. When under medical care it was observed, that by 
various means, relief could be obtained through short 
periods of time, but various symptoms were formed, al- 
ways indicating disorders different from each other. 
At the immediate return of pain in the head, these 
again disappeared, and satisfactorily proved the last af- 
fection to be the predominating one: it was feared, at 
last, that professional skill could not procure relief to 
the distracted female, when a young surgeon hesitating 
to perform venesection on a jugular vein which he was 
ordered to do, discovered that this beautiful person had 
an unusual number of teeth to adorn her mouth; he 
counted in each row ene over the ordinary number 
at her age, which consequently kept all the other teeth 
in such a state of pressure, as to affect the nervous and 
cerebral system through the superior and inferior maxil- 
lary nerves: he insisted on the immediate extraction of 
two superfluous teeth, and instantly put an end to her 
misery, to the great amazement of the faculty. 

2d. Mrs. P. of this city, was once taken, apparently, 
with a fit of the most distracted madness, which, how- 
ever, was soon discovered to proceed from an excru- 
ciating feeling, of what she called a “boring in the 
head: her situation was the most deplorable, three or 
four men being constantly employed to keep her from 
acts of violence; the attending physician, who had pro- 
cured much relief by venesection, and an emetic, 
thinking it necessary to examine the state “oP an issue 
which the patient continued to carry on her leg from a 
former complaint, discovered that it was actually in a 
state of gangrene, owing to neglect of dressing and 
cleaning during many days, &c. From the shock, how- 
ever, received on this occasion, the good lady gradual- 
ly fell into a state of lunacy. 

3d. A most remarkable instance of organic disease ex- 
empt from any local pain, was, lately, remarked in a re- 
spectable inhabitant of this city,60 years of age; hiscom- 
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plaint had successively shown no other singular symp- 
toms than chronic rheumatism, or violent spasms of the 
abdominal muscles, a general debility and sometimes 
strong pulsations in epigastrio; sensible, however, of 
some extraerdinary organic disease, his physician solicit- 
ed and obtained leave of examination of the body after 
his death, and to his great surprise discovered the sto- 
mach largely ulcerated in tts fundus, and adhering exter- 
nally to the peritoneum, &c. No local pain in that cavity 
had ever rendered even probable the existence of such 
organic lesion. 

From these various facts we may conclude, that pain 
is the characteristic symptom of organic disease ; that 
the economy of the nervous system, can, for necessary 
or useful purposes, transport it to different healthy 
parts ; that, if this should, from some other causes, be 
suppressed, it is no less replaced by a general debility, 
a distinct system of some irritation deeply affecting the 
human frame ; /astly, that an excruciating fixed pain, 
similar to tic douloureux, or neuralgia, &c. and to 
which no local cause can be assigned satisfactorily, be- 
speaks the existence of an internal lesion or an unknown 
visceral disease. Epirt. 
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Monography of Tetanus or Trismus of the Jaws, 
successfully treated. By S. Frintu, m. D. of Hyde 
Park, South-Carolina. 


June 26th, 1814, this fellow had a splinter run in his 
foot, two weeks previous to this date: I took it out, 
dressed the wound with spirit of turpentine, applied a 
poultice—produced suppuration,—it apparently healed 
in due time, and he returned to his work. The day he 
first went out, the morning was very cool, with showers 
of rain; he got wet—laboured but two days, when he 
returned on the evening of the 18th to his house— 
said “his joints and back were stiff, and felt as if a 
stick was run through his neck and back,” so that he 
could not move it: occasionally he was drawn back- 
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wards by the spasms—complained of feeling ‘ dull and 
heavy-—” had a pain under the sternum, and sense of 
oppression at his stomach—could not breathe with 
freedom ;—no fever—pains in all his limbs and bones. 
On the morning of the 20th I saw him, the symptoms 
were increased in violence, recurring at shorter inter- 
vals—pulse tense—drew a pint of blood—ordered a 
very large blister to the back of his neck, to extend to 
the jaws and temples,—a second from the first extend- 
ing down the spine to the sacrum, four inches in width, 
—twenty-five drops of tincture of opium, and forty of 
spirit of turpentine every two hours—powders compound 
of oxide of bismuth five grains, tartar emetic one 
grain, and antimonial powder six grains in each, every 
two hours—strong decoction of snake-root tea, for 
constant drink, instead of water :—2Ist ;—symptoms 
much the same, save that the pain under the sternum 
was removed and the recurrence of the spasmodic 
contraction of the spine not so frequent--the jaws yet 
fixed—blisters drew well. In the course of the morn- 
ing the jaws became more relaxed, and he took nour- 
ishment ;—in the afternoon, the disease increased—the 
spasms recurred every half hour—were violent, and 
of considerable duration. At nine P. M. a blister was 
applied around the jaws and anterior part of the throat, 
extending laterally, so as to meet that applied to the 
back of the neck :—powders composed of calomel, six 
grains—a dose of antimonial powder, six grains, and 
jalap ten ;—each was given every two hours as he was 
very costive ; injection of decoction of snake-root, with 
spirit of turpentine ordered,—the tinct. opi to be 
continued. 

22d. Jaws released—able to open the mouth one 
inch,—medicine had not operated,—very costive— 
blister well drawn—severe pain under the sternum 
—strangury induced, but in moderate degree—repeat- 
ed powders—gave a mixture of tincture of cantha- 
rides and laudanum, equal parts—thirty-five drops every 
two hours—suspended the spirit. terebinth.—lauda- 
num by itself—gave two ounces of castor oil, and or- 
dered an injection. 
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23d. 8 A. M. Visited him again—medicine had 
operated—was yet operating—relieved of the pain 
under the sternum, and of the sense of fulness in the 
abdomen—complains yet of strangury—continued the 
medicines. 
24th. This morning he complained of the medicine 
having worked him very severely,—said he passed a 
very restless night, and that the spasms recurred fre- 
uentiy—had pain in his bowels; the nurse had reap- 
plied the blister to the spine and jaws in the night— 
they were now drawing—strangury less. Repeated 
powders without the jalap—continued the mixture, and 
added to each dose twenty drops of laudanum, and twen- 
ty spirit. terebinth. ;—gums affected by the calomel, 
discharged from the mouth about half an ounce per bour 
of saliva,_—-ordered wine and chicken soup—snake-root 
tea discontinued—carduus prescribed. 
25th. Salivation copious—complains much of his 
mouth—spasms recurred very frequently last night— 
jaws closed—spine curved every half hour—strangu- 
ry continues, but with less violence—suspended the 
powders, as they operated too much, and his stools 
were bloody ;-—-continued mixture—laudanum thirty- 
five drops with each dose of mixture—blisters very 
sore. 
26th. Last night was passed without sleep; when- 
ever he fell into a doze, he said the spasmodic action 
ensued—he rested on his hands and knees—the vio- 
lence of the spinal contractions was less, but the jaws 
were so completely closed, as to prevent the introduc- 
tion of all solid food ;—the mouth was very sore, and 
the discharge copious; he complained of excruciating 
ain under his sternum, which he said went through 
to his back bone, occasioned difficulty of breathing, 
and produced the return of opisthotonos, for when- 
ever the pain was violent, he found himself drawn 
backwards—-so far as the pain moderated, that symp- 
tom was not so troublesome—-he thought the one pro- 
duced the other. A mixture composed of empyreu- 
matic oil of amber four ounces,—laudanum one ounce, 
--and tincture cantharides one ounce, was prescribed : 
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with orders to take three drams every two hours—one 
dram of white oxide of bismuth was divided into ten 
powders, one to be taken every two hours, while the 
pain was troublesome. 

When visiting him in the evening, he complained 
less of the pain, thought the powders had relieved him ; 
for soon after taking a powder, the pain moderated, 
and was scarcely felt for one hour; it then began to 
return, and by the time the second hour was elapsed, 
it was severe: the salivation was increased,—mouth 
excessively sore,—jaws fixed—strangury continued, 
but not violent,—bowels open—pulse nearly as in 
health—no fever—skin moist and cool ;—says he is 
much debilitated and sleeps none. Medicines ordered 
to be continued,—oxide of bismuth increased to ten 
grains every two hours. 

27th. Little variations from yesterday,—takes wine 
and brandy and water for drink ;—takes freely of 
venison soup,—says he is hungry, but cannet eat, his 
mouth is so sore, and his jaws so very stiff, but can 
drink freely—teeth all loose—ulcers in the inside of his 
lips—gums much ulcerated,—cheeks very sore in vari- 
ous places ; slept some last night—mixture to be con- 
tinued, and twenty-five drops of laudanum added to 
each dose—oxide of bismuth continued—injection to 
open his bowels—gargle for his throat-and mouth, and 
a tea spoon full of pulv. sulphur, morning and evening. 

28th. Mouth very sore,—pain under the sternum 
removed by the powders,—opisthotonos less,—jaws still 
tixed—continue the medicines—strangury kept up. 

29th. 30th. July 1, 2, 3, 4. Symptoms gradually 
moderating—medicines continued—mouth excessively 
sore—lips, gums, and cheeks ulcerated—jaws fixed— 
takes wine, brandy, and venison soup freely ; when- 
ever he suspends the oxide of bismuth, the distressing 
pain under the sternum returns; in recommencing it, 
the pain ceases; on the recurrence of pain the opis- 
thotonos simultaneously takes place—the cessation of 
the one is followed by the other. Gradually the symp- 
toms abated, and the fellow recovered. 
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Narrative of a Remarkable Case of Extra Uterine 
Cencertion. By Dr. Epmunp Porter, of Easton, 
Penn. June 29, 1819. 


DURING the last week in December, 1818, I was 
ealled upon to visit Mrs. M. L. of plethoric habit, and 
sanguineous temperament, considerably advanced ip 
life, (38 or 40 years ;) she complained of severe pains 
in the head, back and loins, attended with a sense of 
fulness, in the region of the wterus, extreme costive- 
ness, colic pains, with dyspeptic and hysteric symptoms. 
The pulse was hard and frequent, the skin dry and hot, 
sometimes cold and rough, with furred tongue, and 
slight rigours ; symptoms collectively indicating no small 
degree of febrile inflammation. She gave me to under- 
stand, that hercomplaint was a suppression of the menses: 
concluding therefore, @ priori, | then advised her to omit 
the use of medicines, until nature should again make 
an effort to restore her menstrual evacuations; she 
complied, and I ceased to attend her until the 23d 
January, 1819, when I was again called upon to visit 
her; I found she was labouring under a recurrence of 
the former symptoms, in a tenfold degree, attended 
with rigours, violent retchings, convulstons and syncope. | 
immediately administered an aromatic anodyne draught; 
ordered warm applications to be applied to the body 
and extremities; also four drams oleum ricini every 
half hour, assisted by enemata, with a view to relieve 
the inflamed intestines, and, if possible, to produce 
catharsis. 

A friend, Dr. J. Cooper, was called in, who applied 
the emplast. vesic. to the abdomen, and continued the 
exhibition of the oleum ricini. After six hours ab- 
sence, I found that the vomiting and convulsions were 
considerably abated: nevertheless, costiveness, and the 
most agonizing pain, seemed to increase in every part 
of the system, particularly in the region of the heart. 
I again resorted to my lancet, which mitigated, in some 
measure. the last described symptom ; I then exhibited 
large portions of the submurias hydrargyri, combined 
with pulv. jalapu, assisted with the decoctum lim, and 
enemn. 





Remarkable Case of, §c. 201 


On the morning of the 24th, I found my patient bet- 
ter. The constipation of the bowels, however, still 
remained. I now ordered an enema of one ounce of 
the tinctura benzoini composita, diluted with warm milk 
and water, which had the desired effect, by producing 
the most copious alvine evacuations. The symptoms 
of abdominal pain and inflammation, now subsided, 
leaving, however, considerable febrile action, which 
readily yielded to sudorific medicines. The salivary 
glands were slightly affected, and, there remained no 
symptoms of her previous illness, except debility. 
rrom this time she seemed to recover, whenon Thursday 
the 28th, having overcharged her stomach, costiveness 
again supervened, but, by a timely exhibition of ca- 
thartics, a recurrence of former distressing symptoms 
was prevented, insomuch, that there appeared no ob- 
stacle to rapid convalescence. 

It is supposed, and perhaps not incorrectly, that this 
enteritis was caused on the part of the patient herself 
clandestinely, by drinking copiously of the decoctum ju- 
nipert sabine, and of the aqua ferri vitriolati. 

On Sunday evening, the 3lst, a recurrence of the 
convulsions took place, which instantaneously terminat- 
ed in the rupture of some important blood-vessel, when 
death closed the scene ! 

The singularity of the patient’s disease, her sudden 
death, and a well-founded suspicion of her pregnancy, 
induced me to call in my medical friends, Drs. Reynale 
and Erb, in order to examine the body, as well for my 
own, as for the satisfaction of her friends. 


The following description of the dissection, is by 
W. H. Reynale, M. D. 


On the first day of February, 1819, I was requested, 
by Dr. E. Porter, to assist him in opening the dead body 
of a patient, who had died with a supposed uterine 
complaint. I complied with the request of Dr. Porter; 
and after removing the integuments covering the Aypo- 
gastric region, I laid bare the uterus and its appendages, 
and then removed them from their situation. cutting off 
the broad ligament on the left side, about two inches 
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from that viscus. After examining the uterus, and ex- 
posing the inner surface to view, I found no fetus, nor 
any thing like disease, except a membrane that covered 
the whole surface, of a pulpy nature, resembling net- 
work, and answering, in every respect, the description 
given of a decidua reflecta. The uterus was a little 
larger than the natural size; and a small quantity of 
coagulum was found in the cervix uteri. We now con- 
cluded that the woman had not been pregnant; but 
upon sponging away some coagulated blood, we disco- 
vered on the left side lying in the region of the aliwn, 
a large fleshy mass, which for a moment surprised 
us much; but upon removing it from its situation, 
and exposing it to view, we beheld a fetus—an extra 
uterine conception, of about four months, floating in its 
liquor amnu! The foetus was attached to the outer 
extremity of the broad ligament, on the left side, be- 
yond the termination of the fallopian tube: it was 
completely surrounded by its own membranes, the am- 
nion and chorion, and attached by the placenta to the 
broad ligament of the uterus. This and the fetus to- 
ether with the surrounding viscera appeared to be ina 
perfectly healthy state, and I am disposed to believe 
that the unnatural situation of the child was not the 
immediate cause of the patient’s death. A very large 
collection of blood, probably tivo gallons, partly in a 
fluid, and partly in a coagulated state, was found in the 
abdomen: on making an incision through the perito- 
neum, from the umbilicus to the superior anterior spinal 
process of the tlium, the blood gushed out in enor- 
mous quantities, and came down from the right side un- 
der the liver, caused probably by the rupture of some 
of the coronary arteries, for | am told that the patient 
died in convulsions. On opening and examining the 
membranes in which the foetus was contained, nothing 
extraordinary appeared: The umbilical cord was about 
four inches in length, and was attached a little to 
one side of the placenta: this, as before observed, 
adhered to the broad ligament with a very considera- 
ble degree of tenacity; and it is worthy of remark, 
that it appeared to embrace, or rather envelope that 
ligament, the latter passing through the centre of the 
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former. ‘There was a considerable excavation in the 
placenta, at the spot where the membranes of the 
foetus were attached to it. The ovaria were in a healthy 
state ; but a corpus luteum could be distinctly observed 
in the left one. The fallopian tube was in a healthy 
state and of the natural dimension. 

It is not my intention to theorize upon this extraor- 
dinary case, nor to advance an opinion on the mode of 
conception. 1 will merely remark what is now a uni- 
versally received opinion—that in the time of coitus, or 
probably a few days after, when the ovum is in a fit 
state to be taken up by the fimbrie, and thence convey- 
ed through the fallopian tube into the ulerus, by some 
accident or mischance in nature, it is dropped, and fall- 
ing upon the broad ligament (or any other situation), it 
adheres to it, and here nature commences her opera- 
tions in the same manner as if the foetus was in utero. 

Terrible indeed must be the situation of that wo- 
man, to whom nature acts so unkindly. Suppose her 
to have arrived at the full period of extra-uterine gesta- 
tion. Behold her in nature’s keenest pangs ; and there 
being no natural outlet for the expulsion of the child, 
must not death be the inevitable consequence? if not 
sudden, a painful, lingering and filthy disease, must 
close the fatal catastrophe. lam aware that cases are 
related, in which women have recovered from these 
unnatural conceptions ; but, in my opinion, the restora- 
tion of a woman to health, after extra-uterine concep- 
tion, is much rarer than is generally supposed. Sur- 
gical assistance must be the last resort. 


| 


REMARKS. 

With the interesting case of extra-uterine gestation 
by Dr. Edmund Porter, we have lately received vari- 
ous accounts of similar formations, marked with acci- 
dents or characters calculated to promote practical 
utility, and truly aiming at a doctrinal and practical 
mode of saving both mother and child. From Fort- 
Royal, Martinico, we are informed of a case of extra- 
uterine formation which lasted two years, when a spon- 
taneous suppuration of the abdominal parietes, disen- 
gaged from it a putrid mass containing the remnants ot 
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a female, disfigured child. To the politeness of Mons. 
Le Fort, m. p. Physician Royal of that garrison, we are 
indebted for the particulars of that event. 

In a late publication of the transactions of the 
Royal Society of Medicine of Copenhagen, presented 
by his Danish Majesty’s minister, we have again two 
monographies of extra uterine formation; the one had 
reached the natural term of pregnancy in the left fallo- 
pian tube; the other was merely an extra-uterine gesta- 
tion of six months, placed between the rectum and the 
urinary bladder, which proved fatal to the mother: both 
narratives are by John Silvester Saxtorph, m. p. Royal 
Professor, &c. In conjunction with these interesting 
facts, we have been much gratified with the work of 
John King, m. p. formerly of Edisto Island, South-Ca- 
rolina, and now of Norwich, England, and the writer 
of the memorable case of extra-uterine gestation, in 
which, by a well-timed and judged operation (hystero- 
thecotomy), he saved the mother and child.* 

His analysis of extra-uterine foetation, and of the 
retroversion of the gravid uterus, satisfactorily proves 
the frequency of the first, and the possibility of effec- 
tual assistance, which it has been his good fortune to 
judge and to effect. 

It had been the fate of our predecessors in medical 
philosophy, to suppose that an extra-uterine gestation 
must be a rare phenomenon from maleconformation, 
hardly to be accounted for, and in no way to be cone 
trolled by medical er surgical process. ‘The opposite 
or unsettled opinions respecting the laws of generation, 
were other obstacles to the progress of knowledge and 
practical means in any occurrence of the kind, in which 
the mother must necessarily become a victim to the 
noblest functions of her sex. The repeated instances 
of extra-uterine gestation which have been observed 
and faithfully noticed in all public medical records, have 
always been read with a new interest, and by their com- 
parative results, have at last guided to their simple and 
unavoidable causes. 

The human ovum, in a state of fecundity, possesses 
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ah inuate power of growth and expansible organization, 
provided it is in contact with the circulating blood of 
the mother, and may also acquire all its necessary ap- 
pendages. An accidental error loci from the ovarium 
to the fimbriz, or from these to the fallopian tube, or its 
fall into any part of the abdominal-cavity, outside of the 
matrix, cannot, for an instant, impair or suspend its pro- 
gress towards its ultimate destination and animation. Hts 
most ordinary situation is determined by its gravity, as 
long as it has not formed any adhesion; hence it 
commonly eccupies a space between the rectum and 
the urinary bladder, where, with few exceptions, autop- 
sic examination has proved it to be; at the time, there- 
fore, of parturition, the depending head of the feetus is 
behind the uterus and the vaginal membranes, from 
whence, an artificial aperture can easily bring it forth, 
with less casualties or accidents than in natural gesta- 
tion. 

The first demonstrative elements of that. novel but 
true doctrine, are to be found in the Medical Reposite- 
ry ; and further to illustrate it, we may add, that in hie 
analysis of the subject against a powerful antagonist, 
Dr. John King has proved from authentic circum- 
stances, that many known fatal cases of extra-uterine 
gestation could have been assimilated by results to 
any natural child-bearing, had it been present to the 
minds of obstetric practitioners, that, provided as in most 
eases, the deviated ovum is lying as we have already 
described, a simple aperture from the cervix uteri 
offers no danger nor hemorrhage, and is the easiest 
mode of delivery. With due reference to the authori- 
ties by which Dr. John Merriman of England, has en- 
deavoured to prove, that extra-uterine gestations have 
resulted from a ruptured womb, in cases of retrover- 
sion, we cheerfully join with his American opponent, 
who has analyzed every case offered, without finding 
room for the British doctrine, although he admits its 
possible result in one or two instances. 

‘It may be of some importance,” says the same (page 
167,) “ to notice those signs by which we may be able 
“to detect the presence of a ventral foetus, and to dis- 
‘tinguish it from the gravid state of a retroverted 
Vol. 5, 27 
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“womb; as far as I have been able to extend my ob- 
“servations, the diagnostics are as follow: a compres- 

*‘ sible and moveable body yielding to the force exerted 

** upon it, per vaginam ; vacillating in the abdomen, not 
- unfrequently descending low and becoming locked up 
‘Cin the confines of the pelvis. The health nearly as 
“usual, with some irregular sensations, and sometimes 
“difficulty of passing urine. The vagina extended, 
“smooth and elastic to the feel. The os uteri dislo- 
“cated, and the uterus not to be felt. The pains of 
“ Jabour producing no progress in parturition, after many 
“days exertion. Absence of the ordinary signs of la- 
“ bour, of serous or sanguineous discharges. An indo- 
“lent state of the uterus, until the completion of ven- 
“tral gestation, and subsequent restoration of its secre- 
‘tions after detachment of the ovum.’* 


* Vid. An Analysis on the subject of extra-uierine fetation, and of the 
retroversion of the gravid uterus. By Jokn King, Esq. of South Ca- 
rolina. Norwich, 1818, in 8vo. pag..167. 
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Atmospheric Constitution and Diseases of New-York, 
Meteorological Tables, Mortality. August, 1819. 


THE elapsed quarterly period has been remarkable 
by the appearance of a comet in the N. N. W. 14 or 
15 degrees from the polar star ; of a magnitude nearly 
equal to that of 1811. It was probably reaching the 
perigeum of its elliptic orbit, as it remained visible no 
longer than 12 or 15 days. 

The winds from the W.—S. W. and N. W. have 
predominated during the spring and a part of the 
summer; they have again much contributed to a dry 
constitution of the atmosphere on this island, which 
has also been aggravated by a succession, to this date, 
(Aug. 15th), of uncommonly hot weather. 

On the 8th of June, the temperature had reached 
91°, and again ascended to the same on the 18th, 
rarely falling to summer heat, except at the end of the 
month. 

The heat became many degrees higher at a medium 
temperature of July, and reached YO° only on the 
3ist. But during the two first weeks of August, the 
ordinary range has been from 82°, four times to 91°, 
92°, 93°, and 94°. 

A hot and dry summer is seldom miasmatic, and fre- 
quently protects us more against malignant and inter- 
mitting fevers, than a moderate or refreshing season, 
abundantly productive of exhalations. On the other 
hand, it is favourable to diseases of inflammatory dia- 
thesis ; among these we have frequently observed sore 
eyes and ophthalmic affections: they were attended, in 
several instances, with ulceration of the transparent 
cornea. Chronic inflammatory rheumatism has seldom 
failed to be renewed in predisposed or arthritic sub- 


jects. Erysipelas has followed in a slight degree, with 


pneumonia, or various sorts of bronchial affecépns, 
and with creup. None of the diseases above enume- 
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rated have ever extended to any degree of epidemical 
prevalence, nor of alarming mortality, until the last 
increase of heat, with a great abundance of those 
unwholesome fruits of the season, which mostly pro- 
duce enteritis, indigestion, cholera morbus, and dysen- 
tery, among adults as well as children. 

But however unimpaired the public health has been 
during this most critical season of the year, and al- 
though we have no pestilence, nor any destructive 
epidemic to describe, we should not do justice to the 
history of the times, were we to omit noticing how 
much our fellow-citizens have been kept terrified by 
hydrophobia or canine madness, and by: the threatened 
return of yellow fever. On both subjects there has 
been already more said and printed than there was any 
need to do, for we have had neither a case of yellow 
fever, nor of hydrophobic canine madnes, in New- 
York. Of the last there have been two in Philadel- 
phia, and perhaps a dozen of the first; but how is it 
that we are so selfish, when we are not ‘exposed to an 
imminent danger? It would be difficult to account 
for it. The character of our fellow-citizens is not 
that of a superstitious, ignorant, and bigoted people ; 
but our fellow-creatures in other parts of the world, 
may well be astonished to hear that no less than two 
thousand dogs have been destroyed between this and 
Philadelphia, within six weeks, and that already one 
ship has been scuttled and sunk in a neighbouring port, 
and a part of its cargo destroyed, to guard against 
some kind of malignant fever. ‘How far are we to go, 
by proceeding with such firm steps? How soon will 
we have obtained the right of shooting a man dead, if 
we suspect him to be infected witha catching disorder ? 
it may easily be calculated. The Mahometans have 
never reached that degree of barbarity, although thei 
empire is, in a great proportion, circumscribed by 
pestilential latitudes ; it has, however, been sometimes 
practised in the more northerly Christian and civilized 
nations of Europe. Before we make other remarks 
on either subjects of hydrophobia and yellow fever, 
let us be permitted to inquire into and explain that 
mysterious cause of popular impressions, which have 
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so often given an exceptionable impulse to our poliee, 
and state quarantine statutes: it will be sufficient to 
point out the newspapers in the country. 

A very memorable instance which we can show, of a 
newspaper editor assuming an initiative right to decide 
doctrinal points of medicine, and questions among po- 
lemic professional parties, is the Philadelphia Aurora, 
during a period of eight or ten years, that of repeated 
calamitous prevalences of yellow fever, inde origo ma- 
forum: its editor, a man of talents and extensive polli- 
tical influence, did then so pertinaciously direct the 
public opinion, that, in the year 1803, he absolutely 
could organize a town meeting, to petition the governor 
of the state for the removal of a member of the Board of 
Health, as an improper person, not believing certain 
disputed points on the importation and tropical origin of 
the yellow fever; this attempt was happily foiled, and the 
officer alluded to, had, notwithstanding his accused doc- 
trine,an opportunity to effect, by his share of authority, the 
removal from the port of Philade]phia to the Lazaret- 
to,of a large redemptionary ship from Ireland, which was 
discovered to be actually an incessant source of pesti- 
lential disease. This official guardian of the public 
health knew therefore better how to exercise the duties 
of his trust, than the editor of the Aurora; who never 
could have imagined that a ship from Ireland had im- 
ported the yellow fever. ‘These facts have taken place 
at a time, when medical gentlemen, and learned medi- 
cal bodies in the United States, had not ceased to in- 
vestigate and controvert the same subject all important 
to public welfare; the deliberations of which, a clam- 
orous editor was not qualified, and had no kind ot 
authority to silence by his own imaginary arguments, 
nor by auxiliary partisans. 

The same verbose and pertinacious mode of forming 
parties in medical questions, has been afterwards re- 
newed in New-York, in the pages of the Evening Post ; 
the author of which, far superior to the Philadelphia 
editor, did undertake the refutation of the report to the go- 
yvernor of New-York, by the late and much lamented Ep- 
warp Mrreer. M.D. Greateracuteness and power oi 
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sophistry we neverread,that could as such, deserve more 
praise. ‘This is the same writer who lately treated 
with contempt and ridicule, some facts which had been 
privately transmitted from Philadelphia, to the board 
of health of New-York, to point out the origin of a 
few sporadic cases of yellow fever, which in the begin- 
ning of this season had appeared in that city. His 
haste in thus prejudicing public opinion against medical 
inquiries, which were carried on in a proper mode, 
with philanthropic and disinterested motives, and by 
well qualitied professional men, is, therefore, very re- 
prehensible. 

To do justice to subjects Which involve altogether 
the lives of our fellow-citizens, and the responsibility 
of a profession which is sufficiently provided in this 
country with native genius and means of instruction, 
we are therefore at once compelled to disclaim news- 
paper medical discussions and interference in profes- 
sional subjects. The force of public opinion which 
has long ago wrested from their grasp, religious sub- 
jects, jurisdictional matters, and private families or 
personal concerns, should at one stride more, disown 
their decision in questions relative to the public health, 
and stamp them with ndicule, in proportion to that 
which they would not fail of incurring, by engaging in 
private practice. Every body should lament that they 
could, in the least, influence or bias the opinions of our 
police and state magistrates. or of any of our fellow- 
citizens. And what! are not ne — suffered to 
jugglers’, and 
conjurors’ advertisements? and while bar “frequently 
interpose their authority between Hippocrates, Sy- 
DENHAM, Rusu, Mosexey, and others! when they 
give recipes for curing diseases, directions to 0 
clans, and advice to nurses! when they relate 
numerous facts and strange stories, which they are 
often obliged to retract, are not their voluminous 
collections of so much equivocal learning, sophistical 
discussions, and ephemeral matter, left to moulder 
away, as useless even to scientific inquirers. statesmen, 
and moral philosophers; who seldom recur to them, 
wnless they be wanted as political and commercia! 
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records ‘If this is the only pretension that the cditors 
of newspapers can boast of and obtain among the next 
and future generations, why should living gereration: 
have medical doctrines, and their progress of scientific 
knowledge, regulated by this unrestrained editorial sway, 
so often improperly used, and without personal autho- 
rity? Farther to prove their pernicious influence in 
matters connected with public health, we might remind 
our fellow-citizens how often they have been molested 
and disturbed in their business and pursuits, by un- 
founded or premature statements in newspapers, of 
pestilential diseases raging in this or that city. This 
wanton abuse of the press has even been avowedly prac- 
tised in retaliation from one city against the other, (vide 
Evening Post, Aug. 16th). But enough on that subject ; 
referring our readers, for further materials, to the ad- 
dress in the Appendix. 

We would not have so much to complain of the 
newspaper interference on the subject of canine rabies, 
had they not, by incessant recurrence to unfounded re- 
ports or trifling accidents, kept up a great alarm in 
the public mind, and solicited or provoked an immense 
slaughter of dogs. For the szke of the utility, and the ad- 
mirable instinct of animals which prompts them to seek 
the society of man, to partake of his toils, of his la- 
bours; of his industry, and of his sports, we might 
be permitted to remonstrate, at least, against their 
ceneral destruction, without discrimination of their 
healthy or unhealthy condition, or regard to the right 
of property. After so much uneasiness from that sub- 
ject, it is remarkable that not a single genyine case of 
canine rabies has been witnessed in Reon: the 
alleged instance of James Cann offered no symptom 
of a disease, which has never been observed to occur 
sooner than ten days after the wound was inflicted, 
whereas his tetanic symptoms took place on the 7th. 
Infinite pains, also, have been taken to revive, during 
this season, the great efficacy of the plant scullcap for 
the cure and prevention of the dreadful consequences 
of bites by mad dogs, and benevolent persons have ga- 
thered or procured the fresh plants, and distributed 
them gratis to their fellow-citizens. We hope, and 
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would fain wish, that this antidote might deserve all the 
praise bestowed upon it; but by extolling so much its 
efficacy, and asserting that in no case of hydrophobia 
that remedy had ever failed, the editor of the New- 
York Post has greatly prejudiced the public against 
legitimate practice, for which, physicians and surgeons 
think themselves responsible, and even amenable before 
any tribunal of medical jurisprudence, whenever they 
have reason to suspect the existence of that terrible 
malady; and for the abandonment of which, we know 
not that any authority has yet been promulgated. In 
reprinting in his paper of July 3d, the affecting case of 
Miss Frame, the same editor has shore ed that she had 
‘fallen a sacrifice to what is called regular practice ;’ 
whereas she declined send:ng for medical assistance. 
from the apparently trifling nature of the bite she had 
received on the hand; and nothing had been done for 
her during twenty-sev en days. One could hardly de- 
fine which is the most unjustifiable, the incorrectness of 
this statement, or the act of effectually disposing any 
sufferer of the rabific poison to repel the hand which 
could either extirpate, or neutralize it. One word 
more in relation to the scullcap, lest any farther expe- 
riments which it may be proper to conduct, would be ra- 
dically erroneous. We have seen, in the hands of a ga- 
therer and disinterested distributor of the plant, two 
botanical sets or specimens, the one was the /ysimachiu 
racemosa, and the other the seutellaria laterifolia, per- 
fectly conformable to the coloured delineation of the 
plant in our 14th volume: the former has a yellow 
flower, and belongs to the Linnwan class of pentan- 
dria; the latter has a blue blossom, and appertains to 
the class of dydynamia. The donor has told us that 
the first was used for real scullcap, from Boston to 
Byram, on the confines of New-York; while the scu- 
tellaria, or genuine plant, is employed in our more en- 
lightened region. We terminate our quarterly retro- 
spective account of diseases and terrors of them, by the 
annexed meteorological table of the two first weeks of 


August, and mortality thereof. 
















METEOROLOGICAL TABLE 


For New-York, August, 1819; and Mortality during two weeks. 
By Mr. Evwarp WELLS. 
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August. Maximum City Luspector’s Report of Inter- " 
1819. | Winds. lo se State of the Weather. fader, a 
— ( 
Ss . ay 
Ist S. W. 94° Clear. Heavy clouds. First Week. t 
The City Inspector reports the death 
s : of 112 persons from the S3ist day of s 
2d S. W. 93° Cloudy, July, tothe 7th of August. 1819. Of M 
= W. nn Slight shower.| whom were of the age of one year Nh 
and under, 27, between the age of 1 et i: 
Ww | and 2 years, 9; 2 an! 5,4; 5 and 10, 
3d. . a ‘mee 89° a Cloudy. 8; 10 and 20,10; 2! and 30, 15, 30 
W.N.W. and 40, 21; 40 and 50, 8; 50 and 60, 
16; 60and 70,4; T0and 80,1. Dis- 
IN E . e eases, apoplexy 7, cancer 1, cholera 
4th. a 81° _— Clear. morbas 4 cul sumption 15, convulsions 
lai 3, cram) in the stomach 1, diarrhoea 1, 
diinking cold water 3, cropsy 5, drop- 
sth E. go sy in the head 5, drowned 4, dysentery, 
a S. E. 13, fever 8, inflammatory fever 1, re- 
mittent fever 1, typhus ow 3, flux in- 
‘ fantile 10, inflammation of the chest 1, 
6th. Sw 320° <> cttaminnin inflammation of the liver 1, insanity 1, Te 
} /loudy. intemperance 2. palsy 1, spasms 4, Aad 
sill born 2, sudden death 3, suicide 4, 
- i « , @ Bee tabes mesenterica 1, teething 3, tinea 
wth. oer W. 86 Clear. capit’s 1, ulcer 1,unkoown 3, or ins 1. 
—Men 34, women 27, boys 22, guls 2¥ , 
oth. |S. W: gge Shower, | Clear, Total 112. 
iW. by S Clear. | Rain. 


Second Week. 


The City Inspector reports the death 
ef 111 persons during the week ending 
on Saturday, the 14th inst. viz. 20 men, 
18 women, 38 boys, and 25 girls—Of 
whom 46 were of or under the age of 
1 year 17 between 1 and 2; 6 between 
Zand 5™ bet» een Sand 10; 3 between 
10 and 2; 12 between 2° and SOU; 14 
between 30 and 40; 4 between 40 and 
50; 1 between SUand 6U; 2 between 
60 and 70; 4 between 70 and 80; and 
1 between 80 and 90. D seases—ab- 
scess 2, apoplexy 2, cholera mortus 4, 























. IW. by S. Rain Cloudy, 

Sti Ss. Ww 83° Clear. Shower. 
th. | SLE, 86° Clear. Clear. 

= |. 

Lith Ss, | 8ge Fh EE Cloudy. 

) } ~ W . 9 o 2g . 
12th. W. by S. 91 a Clear. 

‘ > a Cle ar, | 
Sth 5. W. 2° iris Shower | 
ee } 

x , , Clear 

Mth. |S. SW. 8g° —_— eon | 

15th. N. N. I 79° Light clouds. | Light clouds. 
a 

loth. | N. E. 71° Cloudy, rain. Drizzly. 
ith | NE 75° Cloud Clear, | 

sds J: Cloudy & rain. 











28 












copsumption 11, convulsions 6, diar- 
rhoeal, drinking cold water 3, dropsy 
4, dropsy in the head 4, drowned 2, 
dysentery 25, dyspepsia 1, epilepsy 1, 
| fever 1, bilious remittent fever 1, ty- 
phus fever 3, infantile flux 16, hives 1, 
| inflammation of the chest 1, killed er 
murdered 1, measles 1, nervous disease 
| 1, oldage 1, palsy 2, sprue 3, still born 
| 3, tabes mesenterica 4, teething 1, ul- 
| cer 1, unknown 2, whooping cough! , 
| worms 1.—Total 111. 
GEORGE CUMING, City Lvs 
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ANATOMICAL DISCOVERY. 


Memoir on the Nervous Ganeuia of the Nasau Cavi- 
Ties». By M. Hirrotryre Croquet, m. v. of the 
Faculty of Paris, Professor, §c. Read before the 
County Medical Society of New-York, from the original. 


THE intimate connexion which exists between taste 
and smell, must have been noticed from the earliest 
periods of human observation. The powerful influence 
which certain substances applied either to the pituitary 
or palatine membrane are known to exert on the adja- 
cent organ, presents a suflicienily striking illustration of 
this fact: yet we are not aware that it has hitherto at- 
tracted, except ina very desultory way, the notice of 
the physiologist, or been elucidated by his researches. 
By demonstrating that such relations of the olfactory 
and gustatory organs, are dependent on the presence of 
certain nervous ganglia, and that these ganglia commu- 
nicate with each other, as well as with various ganglia 
in the vicinity, Dr. Cloquet of Paris, hopes to e stablish 
a fact, alike interesting to anatomy and physiology. 
The following is an outline of the description into 
which, with this view, he bas minutely entered. 

The anterior palatine foramen, opening on the pala- 
tine vaults, immediately behind the two middle inci- 
sores, and bifureating as it ascends, in order to commu- 
nicate with each nosiril by a distinct orifiee, must be 
well known and recoilected by even the most superfi- 
cial anatomist. From the interior of these canals, two 
yet smaller branch off to the right and left, but are in- 
terrupted in the middle of their course and replaced by 
others. Their superior opening, perfectly distinct 
froin the orifices of the palatine canal, exists at the 
point of union between the vomer and superior maxil- 
lary bones. It has long been disputed by anatomists, 
whether the pituitary membrane lines, or contributes to 
close the principal passage of this canal. Cuvier, and 
Jacobson, a Danish anatomist, have, however, recently 
decided that this orifice, although existing in other 
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mammifera, is deficient in the human subject and the 
horse, and that principaily in berbivorous animals ; the 
adjacent region of the nasal cavities is occupied by a 
peculiar organ liberally supplied with nerves, and pro- 
bably conferring on its possessor some faculty not en- 
joyed by man, as that of distinguishing the poisonous 
from other plants. In the prosecution of his researches 
en this point, Dr. Cloquet has discovered that there 
exists in the anterior palatine canal of the human subject, 
at the point of bifurcation of its two branches, a small, 
reddish, fungous, rather hard mass, buried in adipose 
cellular structure, and most commonly of an ovoid 
form. It is a real nervous ganglion; and from its 
larger extremity, which is turned upwards, sends off to 
the spheno-palatine ganglion of Meckel,- the two ner- 
vous filaments discovered by Cotugno, and named by 
Scarpa the naso-palatine: hence these nerves have a 
different course from that commonly assigned to them. 
The smaller extremity of the ganglion furnishes one or 
two filaments, which pass through the small palatine ca- 
nals to the palatine vault, where they anastamose with 
the branches of the palatine nerve. Thus the naso- 
palatine ganglion, as it is termed by Dr. Cloquet, com- 
municates with Meckel’s ganglion, both by the naso- 
palatine and by the proper palatine nerve. 

In the inferior animals, this ganglion is frequently 
more voluminous than in man, and in the ruminantia is 
particularly developed. On this account, the pecu- 
liarities which it presents in the sheep, are very minute- 
ly traced by Dr. Cloquet, previously to his proposed 
description of it in the other classes. | Maving thus 
established the connexions of the naso-palatine with 
the spheno-palatine ganglion, he next proceeds to de- 
monstrate the disputed existence of the latter, and its 
connexion with the other ganglia of the head. 

The spheno-palatine ganglion first described by 
Meckel, is situated externally to the spheno-palatine 
foramen ; small but variable in size, reddish, somewhat 
hard, triangular or cordiform ; convex on its external and 
flat on its mternal surface, and so buried in the adipose 
substance of the pterygo-maxillary fissure, that its deve- 
lopement requires considerable address, and is frequent- 
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ly overlooked by anatomists. From this ganglion, three, 
four, or five nervesare sent off to the pituitary membrane. 
They pass to the nasal fosse, through the spheno-pala- 
tine foramen, near the posterior extremity of the mid- 
dle spongy bone. It also distributes nerves to the pa- 
late and neighbourhood of the pharynx. After having 
specified various reasons for believing that the spheno- 
palatine is absolutely analogous both in structure and 
function to the other nervous ganglia, Dr. Cloquet con- 
cludes by observing, that from these various communt- 
cations of the nerves of the mouth and the nasal cavi- 
ties, the naso-palatine ganglion may be reasonably sup- 
posed to contribute to the production of the sympathe- 
tic phenomena, which connect the senses of smell and 
taste; and that it explains to a certain point, how some 
substances, applied either to the palate or nasal mem- 
brane, reciprocally aflect the other organ, and even the 
stomach. 




























Monography of a Remarkable Case of Lerrous Etr- 


PHANTIASIS. 











Louis Vatentin, M.D. Knight, &c. honorary member 
of the Medical Society of New-York, has presented 
to the Royal Society of Sciences and Belles Lettres, 
Arts, &c. of Nancy, the remarkable instance of a tu- 
mefied limb, by spontaneous morbid causes or elephan- 
tiac leprosis, in a female of 36 years of age: she was 
born with the right thigh and leg larger than the other, 
and that difference of proportion, at first not very 
striking, has become progressively so considerable, as 
to surpass in size the trunk of the body itself; of which 
it appeared rather a prolongation than an appendage ; 

besides the prodigious increase of the part, cellular 
tumours of adipose-like substance were observed upon 
it, which give ita still more deformed aspect: some of 
these tumours were large, hard, elastic, and insensible ; 
they encircled a deep ulcer of the posterior part of 
the leg, and made the whole appear still more horrid. 

The disease seems to have commenced at the age of 
seven or eight years, owing to an erysipelatous erup- 
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tion, which broke out several times during the year. 
The increase has taken place progressively; and by 
the estimation of the observer, taken at different times, 
the mass had acquired an inch and a halt of circumfer- 
ence during the last twenty months. The skin offered no 
considerable alteration, had no rugosities nor tubercles 
which could, in the least, assimilate the disease to the 
tuberculous Leprosis; the prodigious tumefaction of 
the limb, its deformity, induration and insensibility, 
which are the distinctive characteristics of the elephan- 
tiasis endemic in some of the West India islands and 
Barbadoes, have, however, induced Cuev. VALENTIN 
to class with it this strange case: he feels the more 
justifiable so to do, that he has already noticed no less 
than five of those tumefied limbs in France. The same 

observer had discovered that the Grecian or tubercu- 
lous /eprosis, which was thought to have long ago dis- 
appeared, actually existed in a little town of Provence; 
and he thinks also that this described case, which he has 
found out in the same countries, is the elephantiac lepro- 
sis of the Arabs. 








On Peritoneal Inflammation. 


WE find in the 37th No. of the Journal Universel 
des Sciences Medicales, a very interesting memoir on 
inflammation of the peritoneum, by M. Portal. 

The celebrated Professor states, as the result of 
numerous dissections, that the peritoneum rarely ex- 
hibits marks of inflammation when there is no co-exist- 
ing inflammation of the neighbouring parts; and that 
in persons who have died with eruptive diseases, such 
as erysipelas, herpes, psora, and even small-pox, the 
peritoneum, in many cases, is not only found red, but 
its surface is covered with granular elevations, which 
are filled sometimes with serum-like small hydatides ; 
in other instances fleshy or hard, like warts, but never 
exhibit any resemblance to the concomitant cuta- 
neous affection. M. Portal relates several cases in 
which he found the peritoneum red in persons who, 
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218 On Peritoneal Inflammation. 
previous to their death, had none of the symptoms 
usually considered characteristic of peritonitis. He 
gives other cases, in which dissection showed, that not 
only the peritoneum, but the contiguous muscular paries 
of the abdomen, was inflamed—a rare occurrence, but, 
like simple peritonitis, unattended by tension or swel- 
ling of the abdomen; nor, by any presumptive symp- 
tom of inflammation of the peritoneum. In the fre- 
quent combinations of peritoneal with visceral inflam- 
mation, M. Portal has found the membrane affected 
only in those parts in which it is adjacent to the diseased 
viscus, thus showing that the peritoneal inflammation 
is derived from and dependant on the visceral; a con- 
clusion strongly confirmed by the symptoms of puerpe- 
rat fever, of which peritonitis is a part, although the 
uterus is unquestionably the organ primarily and princi- 
pally a‘tected. 

The general conclusions which M. Portal draws from 
these ©oservations are, ist. That the peritoneum some- 
tines exhibits very decisive marks of inflammation in per- 
sous who, during life, have discovered not one of those 
symptoms which are regarded as characteristic of peri- 
nitis, Viz. pain, tension, elastic swelling of the abdo- 
men, vomiting, suppression of the urine, &c. 2d. That 
when these symptoms do occur. we find one or more of 
the viscera of the abdomen is inflamed. 3d. That if 
the peritoneum be inflamed, it is generally in conse- 
quence of its contiguity to one or more inflamed visce- 
ra. 4th. That the extension of inflammation from the 
abdominal viscera to the peritoneum is very frequent, 
while the reverse rarely obtains. 5th. That peritonitis 
is not a disease distinct from inflammation of the abdo- 
minal viscera ; that phrenitis is identical with inflam- 
mation of the brain, and that pleurisy is not to be dis- 
tinguished from inflammation of the lungs. 

The imporiant bearing of these propositions on the 
origin of dropsies of the abdominal, thoracic and cere- 
bral cavities, will not escape the reflecting reader. 
They tend to prove that these are always a consequence 
of parenchymatous inflammation, excepting only the 
extremely rare instances of idiopathic peritonitis, and 
those cases in which it arises from repeated hemorr- 
hagy, ur other causes of great exhaustion. 
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American Edition of the Epinsurcu New Dispensa- 
tory. By Jacop Dycxman, mu. p.—dc. With large 
Additions, from the Vegetable Productions of the 
United States. New-York. 8vo. 1818. 


THIS is, properly speaking, a second American 
edition of the same book, the celebrated and useful 
dispensatory, by AnpREw Duncan, M. D. 

The first was edited in 1806, in Philadelphia, by the 
learned Joun Repman Coxe, M. D., Professor, &c. 
in the University of Pennsylvania. The choice of the 
work by such judges, and the exhaustion of former 
editions, sufficiently prove the sterling merit of the 
Scotch Pharmacopeia and Dispensatory. {ts metho- 
dical plan and divisions, embracing all the scientific 
branches of materia medica, chemistry, pharmacy. &c. 
that are linked with the practice of medicine, render it 
a very necessary guide of directions. of reference, and 
of formule in a country like ours, where new commu- 
nities are iacessantly forming in states or territories, 
the physicians and surgeons of which, remote from 
more enlightened cities or learned circles, must prefer 
such condensed professiona! treatises as are the best 
adapted to their scaitered practice. To these attri- 
butes of the original, Professor Coxe had added a con- 
siderable stock, and materials derived from our locali- 
ties; but this valuable work is now rendered scientifi- 
cally and practically more important to all practitioners. 
The best opportunities that have been opened to the 
researches of Dr. Dycxmay in natural philosophy ; his 
habits of industry in literary pursuits, are a ie of 
the correctness and utility of his selections of articles 
of materia medica or of pharmaceutical compounds, 
with which our country abounds, and our seminaries of 
instruction, and colleges of education diligently inves- 
tigate. We wish that our present limits would permit 
us a more extended criticism, to prove the importance 
and utility of the additions introduced into this Dispen- 
satory, which in our advanced days of experience, we 
actua'ly prefer to consult, rather than any other, and 
which we think it our duty highly to recommend to our 
medical brethren. 
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Articles of Intelligence. 


AMERICAN PHARMACOP@IA. 


THE District Convention of delegates from the 
medical societies and schools in the northern states, 
was held in Boston, on the first day of June, 1819; at 
which time the convention formed an outline of a 
pharmacopeeia ; and elected Drs. Jacos Bigtow and 
Ei Ives, delegates to meet in Washington, on the first 
day of January, 1820; to assist in forming the national 
work. 

On the same day, the delegates from the medical 
institutions in the middle states met at Philadelphia, 
and agreed to an outline of a pharmacopeeta, and elect- 
ed Drs. Samuget L. Mircuitit, Avexanper H. Stevens, 
Lyman Spatpine, Joun Warts, Jun. of New-York ; 
Tuomas Parke, Tuomas T. Hewson, of Philadelphia; 
Aten M‘Lane, of Delaware; Exvisua De Burts, 
Samue. Baker, of Baltimore; and Henry Hunrt, of 
District of Columbia, delegates to meet in Washington. 

The convention for the southern states will be held 
in Columbia, South Carolina, on the 15th day of No- 
vember, 1819; and that for the western states, on the 
17th of October. 


Catalogue of the Vegetables growing in the Vicinity of 
New-York City. 


The Lyceum of Natural History have published 
a Catalogue of Plants, growing spontaneously within 
thirty miles of New-York. The business of investi- 
gating was performed by a committee of three mem- 
bers, Messrs. ‘Torrey, Knevels, and Eddy. 

The species of plants, as far as they were capable of 
being preserved, are contained in an elegant herba- 
rium, disposed acccording to the sexual classification, 
and kept in the cabinet of the Lyceum, for the inspec- 
tion of all learned and curious persons. ‘They amount 
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to thirteen hundred and upwards; though in this enume- 
ration, some of the cryptogamic species are reckoned. 

This catalogue being prepared from actual examina- 
tion of the living plants on the soil that produces them, 
is a document of great value, both to the general bo- 
tanist and to the local herbalist. 

To render the subject as easy and instructive as 
possible, John Torry, M. D. the chief agent in the 
work, has given the generic and specific names in bota- 
nical language, and the same, where they exist, in the 
common dialect of the country. He has added the soil 
or place where they respectively grow, and the very 
spot where he found them, and where, consequently, 
any future botanist may find them. 

Besides these advantages,the best and most modern sy- 
nonymesare inserted, from Nuttall, Muhlenbergh, Pursh, 
Michaux, and the other great authorities. And the ne- 
cessary knowledge, derived from the books and fields, 
is methodically embodied in this very correct and in- 
structive performance ; equally honourable to the Ly- 
ceum and the compiler. 


nena 


Green Hellebore. 


During the sitting at Philadelphia, on the subject of 
a national Pharmacopeeia, one of the members of the 
convention produced specimens of a plant from Wil- 
mington, in Delaware, which, on examination, was found 
to be a species of helleborus. It was recothmended 
for its medicinal qualities, and ordered to be inserted in 
Materia Medica. It is known popularly by the name 
of Bear’s-foot, and was, as is believed, an ingredient 
with the black sulphure of quicksilver, in the worm- 
powder, an anthelmintic preparation, made and sold for- 
merly by Dr. Witt, of Germantown. It is an exotic ; 
though it grows very well in our soil. An entire plant, 
in its growing state, has since been forwarded to Dr. 
Mitchill, by Dr. A. Clark, of Newark. It has been 
seen by many curious inquirers; it bears transplanting 
well, and seems to possess the characters of the H. vi- 

Vol, 5. 29 
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ridis ; though some varieties in the leaves, lead to a 
conjecture that it may be the H. fetidus. 

It is a perennial vegetable, with a deciduous stem ; 
like the hop, the piony, and the tansy, and may be cul- 
tivated to any extent in our gardens. 





Prickly Poppy. 


The rgemone Mexicana, or Prickly Poppy, has 
flourished this season in Dr. Mitchill’s 5 aaa, Pro- 
fessor Drown’s success in raising this plant, called also 
the “ Yellow Thistle,”’ in Providence, R. I. is already 
before the public. It is very agreeable to learn that 
an annual vegetable, possessing, in its juice, leaves ana 
seeds, such active and useful properties, will arrive te 
maturity in our climate. 


Agrimony. 


The Agrimonia Eupatoria, a beautiful native plant, 
has attracted the particular attention of Dr. G. L. 
Corbin, of Williamsburgh ; he thinks it may be culti- 
vated with great ease and in sufficient abundance ; and 
that it promises to be useful, both as a dyeing drug, 
and as a medicine. 

The virtues ascribed to agrimony, are recorded in 
the older books‘of medicine. It has of late, like many 
other plants once highly extolled, fallen into disrepute. 
But Dr. C. has revived its use, and prescribes it, in his 
practice, in all cases for which Columba-root and Pe- 
ruvian bark can be employed, and with much advan- 


tage. 





Two new Species of Fish. 


Two fishes, not heretofore seen or described, have 
been exhibited to our ichthyologists in a living condi- 
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tion. Both were taken in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of New-York, at the wharves, in oceanic or salt 
water. Both have been described by Dr. Mitchill, and 
both individuals are in safe preservation. One of them 
is a Dlopon, which by reason of tie protuberances, co- 
vering the body in every part, he has called verrucosus, 
or the “ Warty Dioden.”? The other is a GoBiomore, 
which, by reason of its large tail, he has called grandi- 
caudata, or the “ Big-tailed Gobiomore.”’—Thus, a 
non-descript makes his appearance now and then, «ven 
after the extensive enumeration of 166 species, in the 
New-York Literary and Philosophical Transactions, 
and the continuation, wherein 42 species are added, in 
the New-York Magazine and Review for February and 
,March, 1818.—166 + 42 = 20% species. 





Remedy for Dysentery. 


We are requested by a respectable friend to state, 
on the authority of Dr. Phelps, a domestic remedy for 
dysentery. This consists of the root of the plant call- 
ed Herb Bennett or avens, (geum virginianum,) made 
into a decoction or infusion with allspice, and drank 
freely with milk and honey. 





New-York County Medical Society. 


At an anniversary meeting, July 6th, 1819, of that 
institution, the following officers were elected for the 
present year: 

Joun R. B. Ropa@ers, m. v. President. 
Wicttam Hamerscey, m.vd. Vice President. 
Henry M. Van Souincen, m. vd. Treasurer. 
Gerarpus A. Cooper, mM. D. Secretary. 
Lyman Sparpina, mM. dD. Corresponding Secretary. 
Joun Warts, M. D. 
Tuomas Cock, M. D. 
James SyKES, M. D. Censors. 
Joseru BayLey, M. D. 
Avex. H.Stevens, Mm. b. | 
Fenix Pascacis, m. D. Delegate to the State Society. 
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Notice of Publication. 


Shortly will be published, “ Mepicat Cuemistry, ora 
compendious view of the various substances employed in 
the practice of medicine, that depend on chemical prin- 
ciples for their formation ; designed for the use of me- 
dical students, to which is appended a discourse on the 
Mepicat CHaracter, 

By Tuomas D. Mitrcue cy, m. v. 
Late Physician of the Lazaretio 


and port of Philadelphia. 


We are informed that Doctor Spalding is preparing 
for the press, a translation of Lorpar’s Traite des He- 
morrhagies ; to which will be added, experiments and 
observations, in proof that hemorrhage from the lungs 
is from exhalation, and not from the rupture of a blood- 


vessel. 





CIRCULAR. 


Wasuineton, (D. C.) January, 1819. 
GENTLEMEN, 


Tue undersigned, the Corresponding Committee of 


the “ Cotumaran Institure,”’ established’ at Washing- 
ton, “ for the promotion of Arts and Sciences,” res- 
pectfully solicit from you communications on the fol- 
lowing subjects, viz. 

“ The various vegetable productions of this and other 
countries, whether medicinal, esculent, or for the pro- 
motion of arts and manufactures.’ 

‘¢ The various mineral productions, and natural curi- 
osities, of the United States.” 

‘The mineral waters of the United States, their 
locality, analysis, and utility, together with such topo- 
graphical remarks as may aid valetudinarians.”’ 

“ Acricultural subjects, the management of stock, 
their diseases. and the remedies.” 

‘ Topographical and statistical history of the difler- 
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ent districts of the United States, noticing particularly 
the number and extent of streams, how far navigable : 
agricultural products ; imports and exports; the value 
of lands; the climate; the state of the thermometer 
and barometer; the diseases which prevail during dif- 
ferent seasons; ‘the state of the arts and manufactures, 


and any other information which may be deemed of 


general utility.” 
HENRY HUNTT, 
GEO. BOMFORD, 
THOS. HENDERSON. 
To the Editors of the 
Medical Repository. 


OBITUARY. 


Died, January 9th, 1819, in Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, after a residence of 49 years, ALEXANDER Baron, 
m. p. from Scotland, at the age of 74 years. 

He had naturally been endowed with genius and great 
talents, had pursued a literary and professional educa- 
tion, and obtained academic honours. Afterwards, with 
habits of industry and moral deportment, was placed 
high it, the esteem and confidence of his adopted fel- 
low-citizens, and obtained great eminence in the prac- 
tice of medicine. With zeal for the honour and ad- 
vancement of his profession, he became, ny! 789, one 
of the parent founders of the Medical Society of South 
Carolina, which has since ranked high among the learn- 
ed bodies of North America, and which has, as a tes- 
timony of their respect and veneration to the memory 
of Alexander Baron, m. p. ordered that an encomiastic 
sketch of his life be delivered to them, by their col- 
league, Samuel Wilson, mM. Dp. which was accordingl, 
accomplished, Apri! 1, 1819. 
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APPENDIX. 





Norristown, (Pa.) July 27th, 1819. 


DR. PASCALIS, 


Sin—The ‘*contagionists and importers” have, as 
might have been expected, taken considerable alarm at the 
propagation of what was really the truth, in relation to the 
disease which lately occasioned so much sensibility in Phi- 
ladelphia. And notwithstanding all their efforts to invali- 
date the statement contained in my letter to you, the publi- 
cation of which gave so much offence, | am bold to aver 
that every tittle of that statement was substantially correct, 
so far at least, as the origin of the disease was concerned. 
The editors of the Union (a daily paper published in Phi- 
ladelphia) seemed to be greatly offended at that part of my 
letter, which reflected on the conduct of Mr. Reeves, the 
first victim of the disease on Market-street-wharf; and 
their great sensibility on the occasion, induced them to pub- 
lish what they have styled a statement of facts; a statement, 
however, which if it be true at all, is far from being 
the whole truth. To this I replied, but they had not 
generosity enough to give it publicity. 1 send it therefore 
to you, confident that it will receive the attention which its 
importance merits. It is as follows : 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


From persons of respectability, the undersigned, at va 
rious times, received intelligence relative to the disease 
that lately caused so much alarm in Philadelphia. He 
heard from individuals on whose declaration he could rely. 
what were the alleged causes of the disease. But the 
preponderance of testimony seemed to be in favour of the 
report which ascribed the disease to the filth accumulated 
in and about the yard attached to the house of Mr. Keeves 
When he wrote the letter to Dr. Pascalis, which has been 
the innocent occasion of so much noise, he thought himself 
at perfect liberty to say what he had heard in relation to the 
disease which at that time occupied the attention of medical 
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men. He stated the alleged causes of the disease, and 
made a remark very naturally arising out of the case, tak- 
ing for granted that his information had been correct; 
which remark, however, was certainly improper, if that 
information was false. As regards the family of Mr. 
Reeves, the undersigned had no design whatever of doing 
them the smallest injury. His remark in relation to Mr. 
R was founded on what he believed to be a statement 
of facts; a statement that had received currency among the 
most respectable citizens, before his letter was written. 

It is already known, that the letter to Dr. Pascalis was 
not designed, by its author, for the public eye; on the con- 
trary, it was chiefly on private business. Noris Dr. P 
a jus! object of censure in this affair. That gentleman, as 
appears from his letter of the 17th inst. thought proper to 
hand the extract that has appeared in the newspapers, to 
the mayor of New-York, who, no doubt with good motives, 
sent it to the editor of the Evening Post. 

If any injustice has been done by the undersigned to Mr. 
Reeves or his tamily, he repeats that it was unintentional 
and is regretted; but beyond this, the writer of these re- 

marks regrets nothing i in this affair. It has been admitted 
on all hands, that the neighbourhood in which Mr. R 
resided was filthy; and it is notorious, that the docks at 
Market-street-wharf, are the grand receptacle of the offal 
stuff, accumulated from the cleansing of at least one-half of 
all the shad consumed in Philadelphia. More than this, no 
man, who is not wilfully blinded by prejudice, can read the 
official report of the Board of Health addressed to Dr. 
Dyckman. without being pretty well satisfied, that the dis- 
ease, whatever it may have been, had its origin in the im- 
mediate vicinity. Do they (the Board) call to their aid, 
in seeking for the cause of this disease, a»reanaway from 
the New-York quarantine ? on the contrary, they declare 
positively, that the disease has not been traced to strangers. 

One editor undertakes to say, ‘that if the disease was 
of local origin, then it was not yellow fever; and that if it 
was yellow fever, then it was imported.” Wonderfully 
wise; an admirable specimen of the argumentum in circu- 
lo!!! By the first position, it could be easily proved, that 
dysentery is not dysentery, because of local origin; and the 
other assertion is of equal value. 

A fatal disease has existed about Market-street wharf, 
though fortunately it has not become epidemic. Now, the 
Board of Health say, it cannot be traced to strangers: 
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which amounts to this, that *t was not imported. But, says 
the New-York Post, ‘if not imported, it was a disease of 
a mere local nature,” a3 if this could, in the Jeast degree, 
alter the case. Of what consequence would it be to the 
citizens of Philadelphia, after half its population had been 
destroyed by disease, to be assured beyond all possibility 
of mistake, that the cause of their desolation was not yel- 
low fever, because not imported, but that it was a disease 
‘‘of a mere local nature?’ Think you, fellow-citizens, 
that this would afford you any sort of consolation ? far from 
it. If a malignant disease has been generated at your 
doors, it may be produced again; and it is of little conse- 
quence for you to know, whether ‘his or that be its proper 
aame. If /ocai causes have destroyed your citizens, local 
causes may do so again; and it is perfectly idle to lose 
sight of them, in an unwarrantable eagerness to trace the 
calamity to foreign sources. As well might the man, who 
had been robbed of his goods in Philadelphia, take stage for 
New-York, in the hope of there arresting the thief, while 
in the very act of taking his passage, he beheld the villain 
in custody of an officer of justice. 

The undersigned will add but one more observation on 
this subject, and he challenges a refutation. It is this; that 
all the quarantine laws that have ever come under his no- 
tice, are, practically, so many complete refutations of the 
doctrines they are designed to establish; viz. the doctrines 


ef the importation and contagion of yellow fever. 
THOMAS D. MITCHELL, 


Late Lazaretto Physician of the 
Port of Philadelphia. 
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